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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
S 16th February 1864,

No. 837,  Read the following latter from Captain F. J. MOBERLY, R. E., Superintending
Engineer, 8th Division, to Colonel C. A, ORR, R. E, Secretary to Government,
Department Public Works, dated Madura, £7th J anuary 1864, No, 1,771 :—

Sir, o o

1. I have the honor to enclose a rebort drawn up by Me, Wait regarding the

- \ . state of the Steam Dredoe at Paumben, the hull of which is

1 Origianl seport of 3. Wat, alsosaid tobe in very bad condition, the head Pilot reports

that several lower planksare rotten, ) o

2. Major Syme proposes to send the Dredge to Negapatam, where the Railway Workshop

- Officers have offered to execute the repairs, but they have not seen the report, from which it
appeats to me quite clear that the Dredge is not worth the cost. :

3. Major Syme reports that Mr. Wait will be of no use on the Hand Dredge. I have

therefore this day desired him to hold himself in readiness to proceed to Coimbatore as soon as
further orders ars received, No. 157, 15th instant, is not precise on the subject,

From Mr. W. WAIT, 1st Class Mechanical Engineer, Paumben, to Major W, SYMBR, Acting\
- Superiatendent of Operations, dated Paumben, 20th J anuary 186G4.
- Sz, :

1. Withreference to Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works
dated the Gth of January 1864, and the order thereo
I be directed to make a thorough examination of the whole of the machinery of the Paumben . . - —
Steam Dredge, I have the honor to inform you that T have done so, and to point out that the
boiler is worn cut and not worth repairing as the plates are quite thin. .

" 2. I next examined the engine in detail and found that the beam was good. The
cylinderis worn so thin in the middle that it would not admit of
would not stand the Leavy pressure it would be subjected to. The entablature frame and con-

.necting rod are broken ; the air pump cracked and eaten through, thereby unserviceable, the hot
well is also broken and unserviceable ; the condenser and passageways are so corroded by the
action cf the water and are so thin and porous that it would be impossible to get a proper
vacum, ther fore I consider them quite unserviceable ; the metal steam pipes between the boiler
and the engine are quite unsafe on account of their having become thin from the action and
friction of the eteam. The copper feed-water pipes are worn out by actual pressure. The
gé\}gi‘nor is also worn out and useless ; the pi;tons are too small for the cylinder ; the air pump
buckets are worn out, and all the working gear is out of order and unserviceable, )

3. Of the machinery for working the buckets and bucket-ladder, the shafts are good ; the
spur-wheel cogs are much worn and too thin to bear with safety any hard work. The
bucket-ladder itself is entirely useless, and all the duplicate gear belonging to the ladder is
quite unserviceable, viz., the tumblers, shafts, chills, links and link-rallers, also the )skew and
worm wheels, &ec., all these articles seem to have been worked to the last extremity,

4. To attempt to replace any part of this machinery in Madras would, I think, be most |
absurd ; besides, it would cost 2t least double the amount it would do to get a new engine and  « -
machinery out from England, *- " ' _

5. Messrs. Penn’ & Sons of Greenwich were the Engineers who supplied this engine
and machinery, ‘

Department
n of the same date No. 33, requesting thaf

being bored out again, and

No. 338. * _ OrpER TREREON, 16th February 1864, No. 474.

1. The above rep‘ort on the Steam Dredge at Paumben is far from satisfactory. I seems _
that both the bull and the machinery are go much damaged that it is considered useless to
attempt their repair. :

2. In the absence of fuller information, the Government consider that the condition of
the Dredge argues unfair treatment and a want of proper care and precaution, The Superin-

tending Engineer is requested to report further upon the subject, stating the number of years
* during which the Dredge has beenat work at Paumben, and the causes to which its present

condition is to be attributed, V :

# . -
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Proceedings of the Madras Govm
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1644 February 1864, : ,

3. Captain Moberly will also state wh
at he r '
and how he proposes to supply its place, 5o as to e g s to
4. Mr, Wait will be directed to proceed to the Coj
Lawrence Asylum at Ootacamund under Major Farewé]l

Officer to the Superintending Lngineer, 7‘h Division. ol Pt bimael through that
. (True Extract.)
| (Signed) CHARLES A, ORR Colonel, R. ]3
.‘ - | Secretary to Gouernmcnt.
. .
- . '
: ’Ijo the Superintending Engineers, 7th an& 8thDivisions
»  Controller and Auditor of Pubic Worksg Accoux;ts
Exd. S. T. Augustin, " - |
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