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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11¢h February 1864.

. No. 239. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Revenue

Department ; —

Sanctioning the transfer of the Chunambat Salt Pans

to the South Arcot District, and requesting the issue of 3 L »
final orders in respect to the Airection of the rosd from (IIere enter s reblua‘ry 1881*, No. 170')

that Station.

No. 240, OrpER THEREON, 11th February 1861, No. 424,

1. The question of the transfer of the Chunambat Salt Pans to South Arcot having
now been definitively settled, it remains for the Government in this Department to consider the
proposals of the Collector of that District submitted by the Superintending Engineer, 4th Divi.,
sion, in his letter recorded in Proceedings, dated 12th December 1863, No, 3,671. Thesc are 1~

First.—Connecting the Chunambat Pans with Trunk Road No. V111 near Ongoor, a v{llage
on the southern branch line leading to Pondicherry.

Second.—Constracting a direct road to Mercanum from the Pans.

2. The Board of Revenue will be requested to report its Opinion on these propositions.
It appears from Colonel Boileau's letter dated 4th December 1863, No. 3,782, that a communi-
cation already exists between the Pans and Mercanum, but being rather circuitous a direct line
is now proposed. The Board will consider whether the importance of the Chunambat Pans
will justify the outlay for a new road.

(True Extracet)
ot : (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R, E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineers, 4th and 5th Divisions.
,» Board of Revenue.
ss Revenue Department,

Exd.S. T. Augustin.-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
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Read the following papers :—
No. 19. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th Octuber 1863, No. 6,500.

Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collector of South Arcot,to W, HUDLI.
STON, Tsq, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 30th September '
1863, No. 266 :— ‘

Sig, . . .

1. I am favoured with the Proceedings of Government through the Doard of Revenue,
under date the 19:h September, No. 251, held on review of the proposal of Mr. Eliis to transfer
the Salt Pans of Chunambat to this District.

9. The original proposition submitted to me by the Collector of Madras was to take over
the Paus of Cheyur as well as Chunambat, and the reasons I gave in answer to Mr. Ellis object-
ing to sich arrangement appear to haveétbeen subsequently acquiesced in by that Officer, for in
bis letter to the Beard, copy of which stands at the head of the Government Procecdings now
under acknowledgment, in paragraph 7, Mr. Ellis modifies his propo=al and “ proposes to retain
Cheyur under the Sub-Collector, because it is too distant to be made over to South Arcot.”

3. It is obvious that had this modified proposal been made 1o me I cou'd not have objected
as I did when the trausfer of the Madras District Salt Pans included the distant ones of Cheyur;
and should it be determined to continue the magufacture at Chunambat, I can offer no objec-
tions bo their management being transferrcd to my Salt Deputy Collector, who has himself
raised no dificulty in the matter. . .

4. That my objections in regard to distance against the transfer of the Cheyur Pans to
this District have been fully recognized is clearly shown by the Board’s acceptance of Mr. Ellis’s
modified proposal, vyhich has now received the Government sanction. I, therefore, with all
deference, submit that I was correct in'ﬂ*;}utting forth .my objections, and in déclining 10 take
over charge of the Cheyur Pans, which I was satisfied would impose on my Deputy Collector
more labor than could fairly be expected of him. The separation of the Cheyur from the
Chunambat Pans never occarred to me, and therefore I treated the question as a whole, and as
it was put to me, although at the time I remarked to my Deputy Collector that if the proposal
had been limited to the Chunambat Pans, I could not well offer any objection in view of their
comparative proximity to the chief place of manufacture in my own District.

5. The foregoing observations are called for by those of the Board in the 7Tth paragraph of
t'eir Proceedings on the subject where they lose sight of the fact that my main objection was to
the transfer of the Cheyur Pans on account of their distance, a point which the Government,
however, have not overlooked. : :

6. . I shall for many reasons be glad if the Chunambat Pans are given up, but if retained

I shall at any moment be prepared to take them under my management.

1. Submitted for the information of Goiernment, with 1eference to theic Proceedings
X o

quoted by the Collector. .
2. The Board await the further report called for from the Collector of Madras.

~.’~'.
1,074 1=

No. 2], Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th December 1863, No.

Read again letter from the Acting Collector of Madras, dated 2nd November 1863, No. 464,
recorded in the Board’s Proceedings under date 11th November 1863, No. 7.182.

Read also the fllowing letters:—- " -

From G. BANBURY, Esq., Acting Collector of Madras, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Saidapet, 13th November 1863, No. 311.
Siz, ' ’
1. In returning the Board’s Detition

No. 3,781 of 1863, received with Boa J1'g Proceedings of . .
the T1¢b Novembes bl S 8 % {rom the Churambat Sait Ryots this day

Recelved } 13th Xovernber 1863, received, I bave the honor to state that T am-

Returned s . ..
unable to discover in the objections urged by

t
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transfer of the PaZs te;sSo:ufl‘(lJlrlz-ccootnslderlng the
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entrusted to the Deputy, who has special
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1\‘11'. Smith be re-considered ¥

disapprove of .
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It is a f perintendence of any Pans being made

charg
rge of the Salt Department, whether that Officer be
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Servants; and although, as an excep-
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its belng restored to

» and I think thi i
4. .The Chunambat .Pang are clol;ed:: ;que“ o roone”
Arcot, T used to spend weeks together super: erc'
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Salt Do AN .and 1: ]srca'\um Salt Ryots have ever been rem:rk ;?d’fand ﬂfe
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sually to exist in the Sult Department, I t:ha,ve I{evzee gomdthe fraods
r heard the same

character of the Chunamb:
shathoter e Chunambat Pans, but I doubt not that the transfer wi
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€ one,
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and I do not doubt
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ble to settle any differences formes
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From C. W, READE, Es - — .
: . , Esq., Collector of South Arcot '
to the Board of R uth Arcot, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., S
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1. 1Inack
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or xolonek vt TR Q_v e.tter of tl?e 14th July last, No. 179, and occasionally
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2. Itisnot truet 1 s y
Cuddalore I avail m;:elrh:; !ilsa;frx?f (is Esmshzs a;]ny special Magisterial charge, but when at
1608 as & Subordinate Magistrate of the 1s s ; ’
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T "‘Py-'()‘cee'(lin-g'sﬂof the M adras‘Governmént, Revenue bepartment,
' 1st February 1864.
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and when the ordinary Magisterfal work is

up any cases that may be referred to him by me;
ff and the Treasury Deputy Collec~

and he is presext, it is shared between Mahomed Esu

heavy, s
1g as their more immediate duties will admit of.

tor accordir

ers above recorded be submitted for the consideration arnd orders
r in Council, with reference to the Orders of Government under
No. 1,725, and 17th November 1863, No. 2,064.
quoted the Government were pleased, on the Board’s
dation, to accede to Mr.,_Ell-is's proposal that, in consideration of the heavy duties
uty Collector of the Madras District at the Madras Cotaurs,
he charge of the outlying Salt Pans at Chunambat, Cheyur,
and Paiyanur. The pans at the latter place were to be discontinued, the charge of those at
Cheyur were to be given to the Sub-Collector, and Mr. Ellis’s proposal for the transfer of the
Chunambat station to the South Arcot District was referred for further consideration, with:
advertence to the Board’s suggestion that these pass should likewise be discontinued, the supply
by an extension of the pans at the Cheyur station, an

derived from them being met, in future,
b offered the additional advantage that it would supply employment for the

s both at Paiyanur and Chunambat.

1. Resolved that the pap
of the Honorable the Governo
dates respectively 19th September 1863,

| 2. Inthe former of the two Orders just

' recommen
which devolved upon the Salt Dep

that Officer should be relieved from t

arrangement whic

, . Salt manufacturer
| " " 3. In the first letter recorded at the head of these Proceedings, the Acting - Collector of

Madras adheres to the opinion éxpressed by Mr. Ellis that the Chunambat Pans ought to be -
transferred to the South Arcot District, and explains that it would not be feasible so to extend the-
manufacture at Cheyur as to find employment for the Salt manufacturers of Chunambat and
Paiyanur. Ile adds that the salt produced at Chunambat is of good quality, and that the pans
might be considerably extended. - In his second letter he reports upon a Petition from the Salt
manufacturers of Chunambat, urging’ séveral oljections to the travsfer of their Salt station’
to South Arcct, and praying that their Salt Pans, like those at Cheyur, may be placed under
the charge of the Sub-Collector of Madras. Mr, Banbury is strongly opposed to increasing the
Sub-Collector’s connection with the Salt charge of the District, and indeed he supports the

‘ﬁ _ Acting Sub-Collector’s request that the expediency of transferring to him the control of the
‘ Cheyur Pans may be re-considered. IIe further considers that the close vicinity of a highly -

paid Officer in charge of the Mercanum Pans, the frequent visits of the South Arcot Deputy
. Collector, and the competition with the Mercanum Salt Ryots, who it is stated have been always~
! remaikable for their internal animosity, wariness, and 1ivalry, a state of 1bings which rendered
fiaud, or theft, almost impossible, will have a very salutary effect on the Salt Ryots -
: a high reputation for honesty. ‘

: at present apparently,
' 4. The Board are not aware that the Salt, manufacturers of South Arcot are more honest
Indeed, the very low rate of consumption per head of population in::
‘site conclusion, but, doubtless, the Mercanum Superin-
eient control over the Chunambat Pans, and as the‘
the Board recommend that the administration
to the charge of the Collector of
ess to unders
dated 30th

Proceedings,

smuggiing,
of Chunambat, who have not,

* than their neighbours.
this District, would lead to an opposit

T tendent will be able to egercise an e
abolition of these Pans would involve dificulties,
them should be transferred

of the'Salt Revenue derived from,
o " South Arcot, who has already ex pressed his readin

" take the management* of them in his letter,

|

i ® 30th September.

! : Septe‘mber 1863, No. 266, which was submitted to Government with the Board’s
|

' under date 9th October 1863, No. 6,500.
cidedly averse to acceding to the Petitioner’s request that the

hould be given to the Madras Sub-Collector, for though they do
by the present Officers of that District, they would be averse to
h duties which have now been transferred to a Special Depart- |
nsable for the reasons urged by Mer. Ellis, that the Madras
e of these Pans, and they believe that the vicinity
e the Sub-Collector, withcut incouvenience, to

i " 5. The Board would be ce
: charge of the Chunambat Pans s
> ' not share in the views expiessed
burdening the Sub-Collector wit
. ment. The Board consider it indispe
alt Deputy should be relieved from the charg
of the Madurantakam Tahsildar will enabl



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmmt
T 1st FeétuarJ 1864,

SV

exercise dde control over them, In any case, the Board are not prepared to request a re-consider-
ation of the arrangement already sanctioned by Government until after it bas been fairly tried
and has becn found to be objectionable, ’
6. Itappears from Mr, Reade’s letter that the Petitioner’s two statements that the Salt
Deputy Collector attached to the South Arcos District had Magisteiial charge of the Town of
Cuddalore, and that he rarely visited the Mercanum Salt Pans, are without foundation. Mr,
Reade states that the De «puty Collector visits all the Pans under his charge once every month.
;I)i;ulioaréio(i?ns;der,lhowm er, that it should be distinctly understood that Mercanum is the
o t)y ector’s head quarters during the whole of the manufacturing season. There is no
objection 10 his occasionally residing at Cuaddalore duiing the remaincer of the year, paying
monthly visits to the Paiyanur Pans ag at present ; and during - his stay af the Co.lector’s
stat.on, when not engaged by, the duties of his owa Departnent, he may be employed in the
investigation of such Mamsterlal cases as the Magistrate may think proper to refer to him, but

the Board have on more than one oceasion expressed their opinion as to the impropricty of giving
a Magisterial charge to a Salt Deputy Collector. |

7. The other obj
be deserving of cousid
derived from it,

ections raised by the Chunambat Petitioners do not appear to the Board to
eration, for, as regards all matters connected with salt, or the revenue
it willbs manifestly more convenient to the Petitioners to submit their ditferences
to the Salt Suaperintendent and Deputy Collectur at Mercanum, distant ouly three miles, than
to the Tahsildar at Madurantakam, and the Sub-Collector ab: Chingleput, .which places are
distant from the pans 22 and 28 wiles respectively, and as regards all other matters their posi-
tion wil} not be altered, k

No. 21,

Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Public Works Depdrtment -

Communicating Ictter froin SupenLtundmg Eugineer,™: "‘ - f

gﬁsmﬂ, refl;uérixug the roads leading to the Salt Pans in .
ras, and deferring the issue of final orders in respect ) J

0 tho direction of the road from Chunambat. pending the $ (Here enter 12th December 1863, No. 3,671.)

Settlement of the question of the transfer of the Paus at
that pluce to South Arcat, "

‘e .

No. 22. ORDER THEREON, lst Bebnuary 1864, No. 175.
1. The papers recorded above contain the furiher correspondence which has taken place
with reference to paragraphs 8 and 9 of Gt 0. 19.h S:ptember last, No. 1,725,

+ 2. The Government have now before them the reports of the Collectors of Madras and
South Arcot on the question of transferring to the latter District the Chunambat Pans which
are sxtuated at the extreme south of the M adras District. S ) . :

. The Board, as was observed in the Order quoted in paragraph 1 were doubtful of the
necesalbv of retaining these Pans at all, if retained, however, the best course, they thought,
would be to transfer them to South Arcot .. - h

] "+ %4, The Acun'r Coliector of \Iadras is of opinicn® that
' 2;&}?:;:332}1?:0:55?;;?'1ﬂi%giﬁﬁﬁi nothum would be gained by abolishing them. The reasons
1863, No- 7,182, which he advances scem godd and sufficient. The Collector
% Board's Proceedings, 9th October 1863, of South Arcot on bis part is quite ready} to take the Pans
Yo, 6,500. ‘under his management if it is determined to retain them.

3. The only obJectors to the proposed change are the Salt manu.actulers t!xe-nselves.
In a Petition which was referred} to the Board of Revenue

for consideiation, they enlarge on the hardship of. being
placed in salt matters under tHe supervision of the Deputy Collector of South Areot, \yhose head

1 G.0. J,th \’OVember 1863, No. 2,064,

quarters are seldom near at hand, while their Revenue affairs take them to Sydapet fifty miles .

in the opposite direction. Their prayer is that their Pans may be treated like thosn of Cheyur
and placed under the superint:nlence of the Sub- Collector of Madras.

6. Mr. Banbury is strongly oprosed to this latter proposal, and Would much raxhen that

Cheyur should be handed bacL to thc Salt Deputy, Mr. Smith, than that Ch ansmbat should be

t
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