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Proceedings of the M adra\.\Goz;ernment, Public Works Department, '
2 it{c November 1364, A 3
! \ " Read to following letters :—— * ’ .
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! No. 492 From Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKTR, R. E,, Superiitending Engineer, 7th:
Division, to Colenel C. A. ORR . E, Secretary to Government, Dcpa.ruhent Publhe,
Works, dated Camp Cannanov’, © 'd November 1664, No, 159, ’

LI

Sir, .
1. I have the honor to report on the subject of G O. No, 2,954 of 14th October.

2. Mr. Bailey’s original estimate of Rupees 3,720 was sent 1n to meet a requisition male 3
by me m consequence of reports from the Military aithorities of extreme discomfort suffered by !
the Luropean Troops from leakage during the monsoon of 1863  Being quits new to the place °
he never suspected the amount of neglect that had prevailed under Mr. Smith, and perhaps Lis -
predeccssors, by whom it would appear that no cars was taken from time to time to shift and turn’
tiles, as is commonly done on this coast, These tiles ma«ie at Tellicherry are really of superior.
quality, for country tiles, and appear to have withstood such neglect better than would have been
the case elsewhere. But damp and dirt will,do their work 1n time, and when they came to be,
lifted I have no doubt an inordinate proportion of them could not be relaid.

3. Mr. Baley’s datum of 150 per square of double tiling, costing 7% Annasout of the total
rate of Rupees 1-12-0, was therefore a hiberal allowance, on the calculation of 2,700 tiles for new
work fixed by his Calicut practice and experience, as I find by the record of this season's work.
at Malliapooram, where 5,000 tiles sufliced for 78 squares of single tiling, or by reference
to some estimates just sent 1n from Captain Vertue's Office for next season’s tiling at Tellicherry,
in which 15,000 tiles are allowed for 184 squares against 20,000 the year before.

4, From personal inspection and inquiry I am of opinion that the expenditure under Mr.
Bailey's estimate really answered 1ts purpose , for the new range of quarters (that chi fiy com-
plained of) was completely retiled, and the worst places everywhere were attended to with such
guccess that no complaints reached me during the monsoon; and the Regimental authornities
with whom my inspection was made could nether of their own knowledge, nor that of the Soldier
occupants pont out any leaky place worth mentioning.

5. Had Captain Vertue therefore held that Mr. Baley’s estimate had done its work, begng
spread over the whole area concerned, although each individual tile in the same had not been
lifted, he would have been intelligible, and have avoided the misrepresentation he complains of.’,
And such procedure as sending up a new estimate for shifting tiles on all the other Ranges, as
completely as on the new Range, as a precautionary measure due to former neglect, would not *
bave been cavilled at. I now understand something of his indignation at being represented to
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief as making mountains of mole-hills ; but he has himself |
to thank for it, by what Government have styled the slovenly mode in which his duties are

performed. L -
6. Asto the rate of his estimate, adopted as one which it is expedient to comply with as

PO )

' far as Repair Funds altow, I am not disposed to admit 1ts necessity. Captain Vertue has stated

in alotter to me that the actual cost of work performed hitherto has been Rupees 4-12-0 per square.
The only bill I have before me shews Rupees 3-2-7 per square, and something less than 5 per
cent. additional, Conceding an excessive proportion of new tiles, delivered at the new contract
rate of Rupees 3-4-0 to Rupees 3-8-0, better management than has Litherto prevailed will keep
down the total per square to Rupees 4-4-0 at the most, and the revised estimate would stand as
follows, 71z, :— Rs. -
2,02,363 square feet at Rupees 4-4-0 ... . vl e 8,600
Contingencies about ... e e 420

1

—

: Total .., 9,020
Deduct original sanction ee - 3,720

—

) 5,300
a sum which there will be no difficulty in meeting,
v 7 1 fully accept my responsibility towards Government as to the character of the plans
and estimates submitted through we, and Range Ofcers of all ranks can testify how free, ang * -
3
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
24th Norember 1864,

PO

sometimes how unpalatable, have been my criticisms up‘dﬂh their papers and proceedings Thanks
to the zeal and real ability of the Executive staff of the Division generally, the re-organized
(Pepartment has worked for the last 16 months most creditably in 12 out of 1ts 14 Ranges  The
i;overnlment are not apparently satisfied 1hat 1 takef3uffcient lead in the Neilgherry work, an

peachment which I cannot fully admit, beyond the £5¥ of Major Farewell’s ability and power

of work rel;
eving me of much concern, which that difcult charge would give me, 1f 1n less able

hands. But on that head I shall reserve w hat I bave to say till a later opportunity,

to Government and Hc E m';ft sliare the responsibiliy, But my commuaications respecung them
to palliate abus,es wh:; *oe ﬂfmcy the Commander-in-Chuef, will shew that I have never attempted
ment. But 1 bc:th R © Eo efforts have been wanting to stimulate the Range Officers to improve-
pleaded 1n excuse fo anﬁes 1 bave been hamper?d by haviag to deal with men whose health was
cation by drawing ﬁﬂi‘: Ort“work, While they in fact debarred themselves from such justifi-
equipnzy, T eub:\it ! ravelling allowances, while stationary for months and keeping no camp
devotedb o genorat Ranerewnh an abstract showwng how lttle of Captain Vertue's time has been
to the Controller afterge Wor]l“ﬂlso 11 Bills vhich Lhave passed, and request may be forwarded
Captain Vertue ;nd Mfer;sa ]Of the certificates attached to them. It was with reference to
No. 1,809 of 22nd June iSG:«m lIt)at I addressed Government 1n the lotter answered in G. O
without remark an objecti : }-1 their Order No 2,757 of st September Government passed
reference to a former t.]{ano:no“f;iuc Captain Moberly took the liberty of making to my action with
encouraged to donl o s ] cer. In such cases I think Superiatending Engineers should be
will alwc; <be loth 3 (_Jus ¥, without reporting to (Government, which is an extreme step they
270 foth totake, the night of appeal 1s suficient guarantee against abuse of power.

9. The s

Range work, sh::en:i;::u%i llialti; “h]?h bas prevented Captain Vertue from doing bis general
or evening visit from an Of{‘c ippled hfm n the performance of his station duties. A morning
is not sufficient for the due icer, who lives and holds office at the further end of the Cantonment
more shew 1a the way of Ofgogress of ?uCh worhs as those at Cannanore.  Accordingly there is
than of actual out-door work " :mk’ *-90 conracts entered into for the supply of materials,
men actually engaged than I lwl‘l:t 1n the first Fa'f of the official year ; and theie are fewer work-
30th Apnl 1SC§ i: much belol ; ;O see at this date. And the calculated out-turn of work by
numbered 2, 5, and § 1 G s W what the amount of Budget sanctions provided for, The works

) B Lrovernment sanction No 2,316 of 19th August, were not at all or just

commenced :
those sanctioned 10 G O. No. 2,805 of 26th

Septemb , ;Ind I} had myself to fix the sites of
mber, r k .

or bad the sersices of the Sappers been availed of, as far as I could learn, for a

from the fact of their being some tolerable

cons
siderable time , which surprises me the more
carpenters amone (} i
: iem :
g s 1ncluding a European, artizans of which class are supposed to be
s

specially scarce

10. Iquitt i i \
health bot},qmeut}; :1;1;_]0? ;\]uh tht'a expression of my fcpimon that it is his morbid stato of
it b il unde: 1y, which has urfitted Captain Vertue for the high Departmental
R, ) (;ne. No onfz I beheve will more readily admut, than bimself, the
And 1t ber o matt::. OJFuthxce .(except 0 s favor) with which he was received by me at first.
procduded me. g et of I(; sincerest regret to me that he has injured Lis own reputation, and
coneoldaten o g a owances for his state of health by iuvariably drawing the full
ave'ling allowance which be hnew be had not earned.

11 Government wi
. nt will be glad to 1
now that reductions i in the
Cannanore rates for new work, laterite in chu are already being made

instead of R Jhchiunam being priced in the last estimates at Rupees 21
erce of Mr, uSII)Je::r\Qut,omlt? (;)ther reductions in pioportion. And I trust that the practigal experi=
taniff within the currernt s(; mough wil lead o the establishment of an accurate and reasonable
Limits masonry will always i;)son. though 5o long as quarrying is prohibited within Cantonment
Fleasure, from Coimbat ' J ?:r an unreasonalle price. ' Iremoved Mr, McDcnough, with dis-
and that the Ca ore Jail ; but have reason to hiope that he has profited from the removaly

nnanore works will benefit from Lig uudgubtcd good sense and practical hoowledgee
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Proceedings of the Madrds Groverunicnt, Public Works Department, =™
)

e . 24¢h November 1861,

U

ApstrACT OF CapTaIN VERTUE'S InspecTION LisTs,

January  18th to 31st Cannanore.
February 1st to 9th Do.

Do. 10th to 12th Tellicherry.

Do. 13th to 29th Cannanore.
Maich 1st to 3rd Do.

Do. 4th to 6th Tellicherry.

Deo. 7th to 24th Crnpanore.

Do. 25th Tellicherry.

Do. 26th to 31st Trunk Rogd No. 4.

~ 7 Apnl Ist to 9th Cannanore,

Do. 10th to 14th Oan leave (casual),

Do. 15th to 27th Canuanore.

Do. 28th’& 20th Tellicherry.

. Do. 30th Cannanore
May Do.
June , Do.
July Ist to 21st Do.

Do. 22nd & 23rd Tellicherry.
Do. 24th to 31st  Cannanore.

August Ist to 31st Do
. September st to 30th  Do.
with two trips, 10 miles out and back the same day.
CANMANORE, (Signed) G.W. WALKER, Lieut.-Colonel, R. E.,

37'(} November 1864. Superintending Engineer, T1th Division.

No. 493. Endorsement of the Superintending Engineer, 7th Divigion :—

From Captain J. VERTUE, Executive Enginecr, to Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKER,
R. E., Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, dated Tellicherry, 8th November 1864

Sir,

1. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Proceedings of Government No, 236, date
.14th ultimo, with G, O. No 237 of the same date.

9. Tlearn with deep regret that the Government should think I have grossly neglected my
duty, I can only say that I am not conscious of having done so, and that to the work specially in
question I devoted particular care and attention,

3. As regards the charge of writing in an improper and insubordinate manner, I can only
bow to the decision of Government That my letter was written under feelings of great irnta-
tion 1 do not for a moment deny, and I much regret that Ishould have been betrayed mto the ,

;use of improper and msubordinate language. With so heavy a censure passed on me I trust 1t
will pot be deemed smproper if I endeavour to reply to some of the remarks made 1n your letter |
and mn the G. O. accompanying it

The buildings first taken in hand were the

Superintending Enguneer's lettor No. 18, paragmaph ¢ g 3, range of Barracks, which although the
newest were yet the most leaky.” The others are mnch older, and there is prima facie reason for’
supposing that the cost of repairing them will be greater. ) . ,
‘ 1 helhieve that Mr. Bailey when making his estimate admitted that he had no data ong
which to go and had great doubts of its sufficiency, this was told me by Mr Potter. [

When I first brought to notice the magnitude

P h 5, 3
B18grap and natuie of the work, I would respectfully ask

wl ether you did not state that the work wasa # snnple one,” and that Thad “exaggerated 1t mnto
Jreposterous dimensions,” -

\ E e e E



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
) 24th November 1864,

, 1
That the estimate (original) had been prepared by an Officer of Mr. Bailey’s ability only
tended to lull any suspicion I may havehadas to its sufficiency.

ional
If you will refer to my letter, you will see I state that “ Ibought up all the addition
tiles on which I could lay hands,”

You say that I did not real

t
1ze my posiion up to 12th March. I could not up to tha
time have done fo,

e
for the work had not been then commenced, and allho_“gh I could f::;!
stated that in my opimion the estimate requred revision, I was not 1n a position to corr

. ¢ hen
revise it, I purposely waited until ['had posiuve data on which to fiame an esumate, and the
without delay I forwarded ;t to you,

Government 13 pleased to remark that this estimate js

* but I think you will allow that it Mas nevy
unless specially called for, Moreover,
estimate, you will see I ex
from work actually done,

With regard to my rates being
present for labor employed on Gover

drawn up in a most slovenly form,
r been Customary to forward data with estimates
if you will refer to my letter of 7th June forwarding thz
presslystate that the data on which the estimate was framed were derive

. . . . ’d ate
too high, I #ill only mention the rates respectively pal
sment and private work,

Government wor},, T Private work.
Rs. o P, BS. A, P.
e . Coolies v o 0 3 6 o oo 050 0
Carpenters ... ... 0 8 01010 0 we .. 009 010012 0
- 008 .y . vt 0 6 8 to 0 8 0 .. 0 9 0to 012

It is my decided opmion that we shal]

. o carry
have further to increase our rates if we are t
. Onasmuch woik as we are now downg.

.
»

(True Copy.) .
(Sigued) G. W. WALKER, Licut -Colonel, R-D L ron.
Superintending Engineer, Tth Di
To the Secretar

. . . ence
Yy to Governmext, Depaitment Publie Works, for information with refer
to Superintending

Engineer’s letter No, 159 of 3rd November 18G4,

No. 494, ORrDER THFREON, 2L.h November 1861, No. 3,372.

. to
1. In theso letters the Superintending Lngineer, 7th Duvision, submits, with refer enf:ons
G.0 No. 2,954, dated 4th October 1864, hig own as well as Captain Vertue’s explana

an
With regard to the cost of turning the ties of the Barracks and Ilospital of the Europe
Regiment at Cannanore,

- o . ! H but

2. The revised estimate af first submitted for thig work amounted to Rupees “’4081";met
Colonel Walker DOW computes the cost at Rupees 9,020, or Rupees 2,388 less than the xfhave
sum. Dedueting Rupees 3,720, the amount originally sanctioned, Rupees 5,500 will st

- re
to be provided for the completion of the tepairs, The Superintending Engioeer expects the
will be no difficulty ;n meeting this demand, '

3. The. Government sanction the amended estimate of Rupees 9,020; but they are ;:;
strained to remark that the explanations furaished by Colonel Walker are not suficient!y € Lth;
g © Papers submitted to 1ndyce them to relieve Captain Vertue from
censure passed on him in G, O. of 14tk October 1864, No. 2,954, ler

4. The bulls receiveq with Coloncl Walker's letter will be forwarded to the Controller:

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. Bu "
Secretary to Governme

1

To the Supermtendmg Engineer, Tt), D.vision,

s Controller of Pablig Work I
»  Accountant Genery), ® Accounts, with Bie,

»  Military Department,

Exd. S, T, Avgusiin,
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