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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
241h November 1864.

No, 490. Read the following letter fiom ILicutenant-Colonel C. V. WILKIESON, R.E ,
Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E,, Secretary to Govern-
ment, Public Woiks Department, dated Vellaur Anicut, 15th November 1864, No. 1,433 :—
Sir,

In submitting the Report of Piogress made with the upper story, Salem Jail, for
the quaiter ending 31st October 1864, I have the honot with reference to Government Qrder
No 2,908 of 10th October 1861, to forward also
an ongal letter* and two enclosures (which 1
begmay be returned) from the Assistant Engineer,
Salem Range, pointing out difficulties in adopt-
ing the form appended to the above o1der 1n the case of the upper story, Salem Jail, which
work 13 being executed on contract ; and under the circumstances stated, I request that Govern-
ment will be pleased to accept the report herewith submitted 1n the original form, and to permit

subsequent reports being prepared accordingly and submitted once every quarter as heretofore
done,

1 Report
1 Onginal letter and two bulls,

* No, 82, dated 3rd November 1864,

—_—

From Licutenant A, R EDGCOME, R E, Assistant Engineer, in charge of Salem Range, to
Lieutenant-Colonel C V. WILKIESON, R. E., Superintending Engineer, 5th Davision,
dated Salem, 3rd November 1864, No. 83.

Sir,

1 In referring to your Memorandum No. 1,201, dated 13th ultimo, and i‘s enclosure, I

have the hounor toinform you, that as the latter

only reached me on 15th October, and the end
of that month terminates a quarter, I have thought it advisable to submit a quarterly Report of

Progress of upperstory, Salem Jail, as heretofere, as otherwise the progress during two months

(August and September) would not have been accounted for 1n detail.

2. With reference to the form of Monthly Report forwarded with G. O No, 2,908, dated
the 10th ulumo, I have the honor to bring to your notice that I cannot see the utility of 1t, nor
1ndeed how 1t 15 to be adopted 1n the case where the work 15 executed on contract, and conse-
quently montkly measurements and payments are not made.

3. In order that you may form some opinion of the amount of calculation required, and
the many separate items to be taken info conslderauon_, i framing a measutement bull for a work
execufed on contract and with econvict labor, I have the honor to forward heiewith two blls,
1epresenting measurcments taken upon any block (1) when staircase and basement have been
finished, and (2) when the superstructure has been raised and the block completed,

4 When you have perused these documents, I am confident that you will be of opinion,
that 1t 15 not desirable to 1ncrease the number of such measurements (which would be the case
if they were taken monthly), and thus increase the prebability of inaccuracy and eiror, where
so many httle 1tems have to be attended to.

5. The plan Tadopt at present, as you will observe from the measurement bills enclosed,
is fitst to make out a bill when the staircass and basement of a block have been completed, then
when the Contiactor has executed about 3,000 Rupees worth of woik, I give him 1,500 or 2,000
Rupees on account, and finally make a measuremznt bill for the completed block, taking thus
opportunity of deducting any sum that may have been given on account.

6. Thus for each block there are but two measuiement bills, whereas 1f a monthly form of
repott, such as that referted to in G. O under notice be submitted, the number of bills for each
block would vary with the eircumstances under which that block was constructed, and from this
would result an 1ncreased number of vouchers to accompany my quarterly bills and, what 1s more
important, an 1ncreased chance of error in these bulls, .

7  Itrust you will see th#t the fact of a wo-k bemg constructed on contract 15 suffic.ent
to render almost useless wany forms which would otherwise be unexceptionable.

8. I have the honor to1equest that you will be guod enough to return the two bills enclosed
at your earlicst conyenience,

#
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
21th November 1864,

FIFTH DIVISION, DEPARTMENT PUBLIC WORKS.
SaLem Districr, SaLEM RANGE.
Report for the quarter ending October 81t 1864 of progress made with the upper story of the
Salem Jad, called for mn G, 0. No. 2,519 of September 1st 1863.

RS, A. P,
Estimate e . 40,500 00
Sanctioned in G. O. No. 880 of Ma.rch 12th 1863.
Work commenced in January 1863,
Expenditure during the past quarter 439312 0
Do.  fiom commencement of work up to date .. 2838811 0

Particulars of work done up to date.
1. One large block to accommodate 54 prisoners, and two small blocks to accommodate 42
prisoners each, completed and handed over to the Prison autho1ities,

Another large block completed, with the exception of terraced roofing to cells, and 1ron
roofing to verandah,

Staircase of the third large block completed, and basement fimished with the exception of
three bays. ‘

Joists for terraced roofing of second large block ready for putting up.

Wood work for upper and lower windows, and for a portion of teiraced roofing of the third
large block ready.

Iron revolving doors with granite Lintels and bolt stones ready for one large and one
small block

Corrugated iron sheeting ready for two large blocks and one small block.

About 22,000 biicks ready for completing the second, and commencing the third *large
block.

2. During the period under report, about 75 Convicts were available daily for work in the
brick-field, and about 150 for assisting the Contractor’s bricklayers ins.de the Jail.

3. During the past quarter considerable damage has at times been done in the brick-field,
in consequence of heavy and unexpected falls of rain,

One kiln containing 82,000 bricks, which would have been ready for "drawing 1a two or
three days, was so much 1njured by heavy rain on the 18th ultimo, that only about 16,000 bricks
eventually diawn from 1t were fit for use, and this, occurring Just when the bricklayers were s0
far advanced with the masonry of the second large block, as to be nearly ready for fitting the
Joists for terraced roofing, has seiiously retarded the completion of this block.

SareM, (Signed) A.R.EDGCOME, Lieutenant, R. E.»
3rd November 1864 Asst. Engineeran charge, Salem Range.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) C.V. WILKIESON, Lieut -Colonel, R. E,
Supermtending Engineer, 5th Division.

No 491, ORrDER THEREON, 24th November 1864, No. 3,371.
1. The report recerved with this letter will be communicated to the Judicial DLP“‘”me"t
2. Under the explanation aflorded the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, is autho-

“zed to submit the quartely Reports of Progress, in connection with the Salem Jail, 10 the fors
hitherto 1n use.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,
Secretary to Governments

To the Judicial Department.

- .
»  Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, with two Measurement Bills.

Exd. 8. T, Augustin.
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