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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 23rd November 1864.

A

No. 479. Read the following Proceadings of the Madras Government in the Mlifary
Department :—

L
Passing orders on the letter from the President of the Sani.
tary Commission regarding the appropriation of the Grand (Here enter 15th November 1864, No. 4,060.)

Jail, Presidency Dustrict, asa Commussariat Store.

No 480. OzDER THEREON, 23td November 1864, No. 3,365,

Communicated to the Superintending Engineer, 4th Davision, for information,
(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.

1"0 the Superintending Engincer, 4th Division,

» e

Exd. S. T. Avgustin,
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Recorded in Proceedings of Govern- Read agamn the
651, dated 13th October {paper noted m the
margin.

: From the Commissary General,}
Madras, dated 10tk Augustf ment, Nb. 3

1864, No 153. 1864
: Read also the following paper .—
From the President Sanitary Commission, Madras, 20th October 1864, No. 361; to
the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George

I received the Proceedings of the Madras Government,* J udicial Dapartment,
dated 13th September 1864, when absent

from Madras. In order that no time
ghould be lost in complying with the

ntained in paragraph 16 of the Government Order, that further expla-
t of aportion of the Grand Jail for

amine the part of the Grand Jail

% With Order, No. 1357

directions co
nation should be given as fo the employmen

Stores, 1 requested Major Shaw Stewart to ex
. which will be vacated on the removal of the Convicts
2. Major Stewart yisited the Criminal side of the Grand Jail with Colonel
Boilean, the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, and they are both of opinion
that there would be very little difficulty in converting the greater portion of the
ground floor on this side of the Jail into very good Store-houses, for which indeed
the Cells, they state, are much better suited than for places of confinement.
3. Tn some places walls which were raised to separate prisoners will have fo
'be removed, and various slight alterations will have to be made.
¢ 4. These rooms are considered by both Colonel Doilcau and Major Stewart
strong, well built, and in good repair. There are eleven of these on the ground floor
These are all marked purple in the Plans

and two large Cells on the upper floor.
submitted to Government with my Report on the Grand Jail, dated 13th August

1864, No. 269 There are also three wards and about twenty small rooms upstairs,
' which I proposed should constitute the Debtors’ Prison which will be available for
 Stores, when the new Debtors’ Prison is built. The Hospital (an upstair Building)
~would make good Quarters for a Serjeant. The present gallows, condemned and
. solitary Cells should be removed, and thus free access to all the several blocks would
*be afforded from the North side.

would be available for such articles as cloth, &e., &c.,

5. The upper rooms
and light Stores generally, while the lower floor would be very suitable for grain,

salt provisions, liquor and heavy goods.
6. The removal of the present blocks of out-houses, kitchens, old piivies, &c.,
occupying the centres of the Court-yards to the right and left of the central block
_running North and South, would allow of the erection of iron-roofed Sheds of con-
ciderable size, whereby the capacity of the buildings as Store-houses could be mate-
j‘ rially augmented. And the enclosure of the compound to the North of the Jail and
eventually of that to the South of it, would allow of any requited amount of addi-
 tional building
; 7. A second Serjeant or other Non-Commissioned or Warrant Officer, could be
' accommodated in tho present Jailor’s house at the South entrance of the building,
as soon as the Debtors are removed ; and the rooms on the sccond floor, command-
. ing a bird’s-eye view of the whole bulding, would form an admirable Office, being

‘L_hght and airy.




be difficult to find so mech available space in any situation in Madras so well situ-
ated as regar.ds the Pier, Railway and Commissary General’s Office, and the ercc-
tion of a similar amount of accommodation would bhe exceedingly costly,

9. The entrance to these Stores should be at the Northern side or North-east
angle of' the compound in front of the present gallows on the Town wall road, so as
no.t to interfere with the entrance to the Civil Debtors’ Jal which, until the new
Jail can be huilt, would stil] continue in the Grand Jail.

10. ‘ I am aware that the Commissary General is opposed to the Commissariat
Store.s being removed from the Beach to the Grand J ail, on the ground chiefly that
the distance from the Commissariat Office and from the Sea-shore is too great

11. T can conceive that the Oommissary General would prefer the present site
of. the « Granary ” for his Stores to that which I Kave proposed ; but it should, I
think, b({ remembered that this site ig of great value, and that it is admiably suited
fo? public purposes, A site is required for the Electric Telegraph Office, which
:Tl]{.}'ht w.1th adva.ntage be built on the ground now occupied by the Commissariat.
l‘l.ns building with the new Stamp and Post Offices might be made an ornament to
th.ls'part of the Town, and I submit that this is worthy of consideration in deter-
mining whether the Commissariat Stores need occupy the site of the present Granary.

12. The Grand Jail is less than half a mile from the Sea, but it is very hittle
further from the Pjor than the prosont sita of the Granary, and it is actually nearer ta-
the Commissariat Office than the Granary. Itis also much nearer the Railway
Terminus, a matter of some importance.

13. On the score of public convenience there is therefore little difference be-
tween the Grand Jail and the present Granary as a Commissariat Store, while the
sclection of the Girand Jail not only sets free an admirable site for a public Building
of more importance than Commissariat Godows, but utilizes a Building which is
in good condition, is well suited for what is proposed and can probably be put to no
other use.

OrpER, No. 4060, 15tk November 1864.

The Governor in Council considers that the foregoing Report from the Presi-
dent of the Sanitary Commission goes far to prove the suitability, in almost every
respect, as to site, space, and actual accommodation available;of the Grand Jail for
a Central Commissariat Depdt. It is shown that the distance from the present Com-
missariat Office is actually less than from the Granary to the Office, and from the
Sca it is only half a mile; the Railway Terminus is also nearer to the Jail than the
Granary—all points of importance—and under these circumstances, His Excellency
considers that the Building in question should, unless some insuperable objections
exist, be appropriated as a Commissariat Store ; the necessary alterations and addi-
tions being carried out in due course.

2. The objection of the Commissary General to the want of a Sea-frontage
for the Depbt, secms to be fairly met by the arguments advanced in paragraphs
12 and 13 of Mr. Ellis’ Report, and further facilities for the conveyance of Stores
to the Beach could easily be provided for by Tramway or otherwise.
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The Commissary General will accordingly carefully exar-nine the .entlz' °
?t. y t to Government the exact requirements for ﬂ.lell‘ conversion to
Premises, and repor view to the whole of the Commissariat Stores, of

the purpose above set forth, 1n dated in one spot, and for which purpose it ap-

s 4t Ing accommn 5
e td eifmp(;rls:érlr)lir in Council, from the foregoing report, that the Grand Jal
ears to the "

s . ted.
is suitably adapte (True Extract.)
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Under Secietary to Government,
.. ) \
To the President Sanitary Commuission. |
Commissary General. | |
” Quarter Master General.
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