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1’}:occc(lirzgs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
2nd November 1834, *-

No. 5. Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collector of South
Arcot ; to the Honorable A, J. ARBUTHNOT, Chicf Scerctary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated Cuddalore, 21st October 1864, No. 68.

I have the honor to report, for the information of Govcrnment, that the station of

Cuddalore and surrounding country has been visited by an unprecedented inundation.
' 2. On Monday the 17th, the monsoon set in, in the carly morning, with heaavy
thowers, which continued throughout the day with occasional short intervals, and
during the night of the 17th, the rain was also very heavy ; but throughout the day
and night of the following Tuesday the 18th, and up to 2 r. M. of Wednesday tho
19th, it was one incessant downpour, and after the hour named there were only
showers at long intervals, and about 8 p. ., the rain entirely censed.  ~

3. Detween 8 A L of Tuesday the 18th, and 2 rot of Wednesday the 19th, the

fall of rain guaged was 102th inchies, and, a3 far as I have information from the
intcrior of the District, to the south this unusual downpour must have been very
general; ond Tam sorry to gay that it has been accompanied by terrible destruction
to public works of all kinds, while the population in parts have proportionately  suf-
fered from the effects of this sudden and unexpeeted visitation.

4. 'The river Guddelum which is situated to tho south of Munjuacoopum, or
New Town, and divides it from what {8 known as Old Town, has its rise to tho west
on tho Salem fronticr of this District, and is fed by innumerable streams on both
siden, Lut especially on tho south.  This river, which is crossed by a hiidge, con-
tinued to swell rapidly from the evening of the 18th ; and carly on the following day,

- tho 10th, the water was rushing round both the wing walls of the Guddelam bridgo

to tho depth of ene or two feet wbove theroad.  About Lalf a mile, aud again about
13 alove the bridize as the river swelled and overtopped the banks which are lower at
those places than clsewhere, the water rapidly found an outlet on the north ride and
flowed over the roals and ficlds flooding the town of Munjacoopum in parts and
rushing like a torrent in all dircetions § the Cantonment or Green became one vast

Jake, und during the day of the 141k, there wasfrom 3 to 4 fect water over it, and in

like munner every road throughout the station was flooded with the samo depth of
watcr; this stato of things continued during the entireday of tho 19th ; Lut with the
£l of the tide ubout 8} r.a, the waters: began o subside, and from that hour
throuhout the night they pradually decreased.  The water had reached its Lighest
point nlout this time, and it was then that 6 arches of the Gudddum bridgo were
enrritd away, 1 had erosscd the bridgo about 1 o'clock in theday, and it then showed
signm of weahnessy and when T was on it, there was an unpleasant vibratory motion,
and accordingly Thal stationed Policemen on both sides to prevent the public from
crossinz, and it is well, perhaps, that the precaution was taken.  The Engineer,
Mr. Harinzton, was with mo on the oceasion when going my rounds to visit the

various places in- onler to give the peoplo confidence and allay their fears;and in
" our ride, Mr, Harington very nearly lost s life, but happily was secured with the

greatest dificulty after having been twenty minutes in the water,  The eawso of
this necident was the falling in of a ono arch tunnel of about 15 foet span which was
not uhervable, becanse the walls of tha bridge and the readway on hoth sides were
coveresd with 2 feet of water, and thus as we approached we had not seen the danger,
Mr, Harington, who was in front of me, fell in with Lis hore and was carried away
down the atrean inabout 20 feet of water over paddy ficlds Lut owing to his being
an oxport awimmer, lie was wercifully maved.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Public Department, ~—
2nd November 1861, ' | iE .

12. The roads and nullahs and other parts of the station must, of course, bo I k-‘ e,
immediately repaired,and, I presume, the Public Works Department are in funds for S T
the purpose. Convict labor is not available now that the communication with the Jail b v

in Old Town is cutoff, and the only means

L degts

e meem—n s

: ¢
of overcoming this difticulty would bo by g o m {92.5'3
locating a gang of somo 200 in Munjacoopum, but which, I presume, wou'd not bo : ) e
allowed especially at this scason 5 50 that the entire cost must be borne Ly Govern- | L—-—ﬂ b l"'
) i L o 0
. CoM CcllIny Qs
local funds are ample for the timo to do what is wanted, T k\ o v : -
13. T wuuld suggest to Government that another Enginecr officer be sent to S

. i ‘ ~~~ '"4{3—} agTs wreer
Mr. Harington, far exceeds the ability of any one man properly to supervise, how- Loty /(pu .{“. l’\g? ser 7 -~ 5 ! |
ever active and energetic 3 and certainly more Overse rs are, at all events, requisito : Aﬂle A"Z

ment, and if impurial funds for the current officiyl year bo inany way deficicnt, the
tho District.  Tho work in this 1st Range alone presided over by a single officer,
to mect this sudden emergency 3 but I focl that this

isa matter for representation by B

(ot this & _s ey alleitios —
the I;,ngmc'ers I?{‘pnrtmcnt, and no doult the Su;mrintcmling Engineer, who is now ; g / \ (ﬂ oo NOLD
on his way to South Arcot, will, after sceing for himself, Lo in o position to recoms- Py Mﬂ-’ 2 .
mend any additional assistance that may be really required to carry on the various n “(/\ / y
works, the oversizht and responsibility of which at present devolves on one officcr. L

1t As soon as I have received the expected re
details of the effects of the late rains in the various divi
the honor of addressing you for the further inforn
15. Tbeg toadd, that such has 1,

borts from the District with
siong, [ will again do mysclf
1tion of(hn‘vrnmvnt.

ven tho effect of the Laty flaod, that every

N i 1}“
office in the placo has bLeen closed, I may say, for three entire days,  The care of b
familics and property has kept every one in their homes, and the attendance of o : ‘I
great many of tho Public Servants has been an impossibility from their residence on "
the other side of the river, ot
e m——— 4
No. 6. Ozver TuEREON, 2nd Novemlber 18G1, No, 1248,

The Governor in Council is concerned to learn that sucly e
been occasioned to public works and private propert y by the
occurred at Cuddalore, 1l approves of the steps taken by the Colloctor under tha
circumstances, and will be prepared o sanction the grant from the pullic Treasury
which has been mado l')’ Mr. Reado to rclicve the immediato wants of thoso per-
sons whoso houses and property have been destroyed, onbeing informed of the
amount actually expended. -

2. Thuso parts of Mr, Reado’s report which relato to the injury done to the

vious damnago has
inundation which hay

e s

=

ot

Li
public works of the District, will bo considered in the Public Works Department, o %
in which Department also the Superintending Engincer will be dirceted to sugrrest i

. . N 1,
measures for preventing similar dumagoe in future. :

(True Extract.)

M ‘.
ﬂm |

Chicf Sceretary, ’i
To the Collector of South Arcot. !
»  Public Works Department. ‘ .
Exd. T. Cartledge. . :
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