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 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, . .
| 17th October 1864, -
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No. 309.' Read the following letter from Co?onel A.J. M. BOILEAU, R. E., Superintend:- .
r | : ing Engineer, 4th Division, to Colonel’ C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary Lo Governmewiy
Public Works Department, dated Madras, 4th October 1864, No. 3,241 :— -

RS d

S1r, : o . e

T e B s - LT R T T PR S SETE A eSS ] ) _ : 1. I have the honor to submit, for the - * -
Tooe R v CLE T T T A el . . RS Lo L arawel s oy . N . Accompaniments 18, . - .
g : ~ . e e ; S b Tl : o - : s . s : . 1 hLeti‘.e(z)r from Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, orders of Government, the accompanying corres- . Tt
L L RS A S RO Ty SRR s e S - e BELE : . o, 10,506, 14th A pril 1863, with one enclosure. toh \ ST L

DR A ; P - 3 ESthce T ' i o : _ ’ 1 .Do.to  do,No, 696, dated 12th June 1863, pondence which' has taken place between Phe o
- 1 e?c?;:‘;: d0. 3 1,743, dated 26th June 1863, withone Inspector Greneral of Orduance and Magazines = -
o 1 Do.to  do, No. 2,857, dated 8th October 1863, and myself, on the subject of the execution of

' t

Do f; . .21 . . . N e . :

Do, oo g‘;’_ n 35;;‘:52: " 22;t!11’N0ve:;ber nooe ,.certalr: repairs to the Instruction Depét buildings . o

g:' :'x;om go- " g';g}' » ll%tllll December ,, at Salut Thomas’ Mount. S
. 0. t ‘ . . - ’ ’

go.to‘ do 5 4492, " 11th January 1864, H 2. In April 1862, Colonel Simpson for- :

o. from do, ,, 7,855 16th - 1 1 '

Do, from do, 3 3,006, * o Aogme U W?.rded to then Chlef'Engmeer aﬁletter.frczm the

Do.to  do.,, 2668, ,  €thSept. . Director of the Artillery Depét, bringing to

e . wior ik {02 41 Do. from do. ,, 4,662, » 19th 5 With . . .

X PR & ] three enclosures, notice several defects in the materials and work-

' manship of the new buildings which had been

Sy R A R L Y T oo : < B i LR It i e £ VRS 3 No, 1,850 Y . . .
s dated st Auguat 1859, constructed on estimates sanctioned in the
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sl e e g T B ST v ' gL e T ok S e A e e X SR Lieutenant-Colonel Carpendale, at that time Deputy Chief Engineer of the Central Circls, -
‘ : R 3 v - inspected the works and reported the result in ‘
N e s No. 173. ' a letter addressed to the Chief Engineer under
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3. TFrom this report it appeared that in additi~n to other defects there was a general want
e TS - : IR , of finish and stability in the batten doors and windows, owing to the use of slight scantling and
P A e TR T e T ) ke 4 *:” N '.-':‘._ iy unseasoned timber. How far this was to be attributed to insufficiency in the estimated cost,

s R O e A T T e L T Lieutenant-Colonel Carpendale was not then able to say; but he nevertheless gave it as his
opinion ¢ that much superior doors and windows” should have been furnished for the amount
*“ allowed on the estimate.” He at the same time pointed out that the windows worked uneasily,

in consequence of their being fitted with inferior ropes,
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' Chiet B *  the buildings in question.” His report thereon
i ineer’s let . . M .
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LN o iRy 2 5. With reference, however, to the doors and windows, he remarked that their dimensions
Tolir g pie i 5 A o s gy oty e e TR gt 1T I ; ¥ i ; were mostly in accordance with the estimate, and that the use of green timber was unavoidable,

g ARe i the District Engineer having no supply of seasoned wood in store ; and the urgency of the work
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‘ did not suggest the removal of the whole of the doors or windows, but recommended that such
new ones should be provided as were required, and that their fastenings which were inferior
should be replaced by others, and additional ones supplied.
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the building should be executed. ' :
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. Pr ocee&zngéf"of the” MadiastGovernment, Public TWorks Department,
17tk October 1864.

¢ 8 This estimate Colonel Simpson returned to the District Tngineer, in cansequence of the
¢ Assistant Commissary in charge of tife Depot
YA . »
From Tnspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, N0.10,696, having pointed out that it would be very desir=
" dated 14th April 1863, - . : build
able to have eleven doors in the range of build-

:ings replaced instead of éight, and certain other works carried out not provided for in the estimate.

PR

9. A revised esiimate was thereupon prepared by the District Engineer, and subsequently

' : transmitted by Captain Prendergast, then Oflici- |
_ ating Superintending Engineer, to the Inspector
General of Ordnance and Magazines. To this estimate also exception was taken by Colonel ~
Simpson. He observed, in returning it, that a ~
: reference on the subject had beeu made to the
Assistant Commissary in charge of the Depdt, wf “i reply gave it as his opinion that the eleven ’
doors, which it was proposed to replace by others, .nust have been iccluded in the original estimate
sanctioned by Government ; and that it was, therefore, necessary some explanation in counnection
therewith should be furnished before he, Colonel Simpson, could countersign the estimate. That
. conceive was a matter quite out of the province of the Inspector General.

+

i’idc lettor No, 596, dated 12th June 1864.

Viide letter No. 1,743, dated 26th June 1863,

10. With reference to this, a communication on the subject was made to the Oflicer then
in charge of the }fadras District ; and subsequently I personally inspected the Depdt buildings
with Mr. Warder. I told that gentleman that I considered new doors unnecessary, and I pro-.
mised to provide iron cross bars to the doors in the Instruction Room, and strong hasps and
‘staples with padlocks, for the other doors ; and the estimate was revised allowing for these and
other ordinary repairs, and forwarded to the Luspector General of Ordnance and Magazines for
‘ approval, who returned it to me for the purpose
of some gdditional improvements, suggested by
Fide lotter No. 5,210, dated 24th October 1863. the Assistant Commissary at the Depdt, being
: *included therein. :

11, A revised' estimate was then drawn up and transmitted to Colonel Simpsor, and in
‘ sending it on Iintimated to that Officer that new

doors had not been provided far, because ]
considered them to be unnecessary. In reply I was requested to state whether the doors o
‘ inferior * make” and * material” were *“ not,” &
: previously arranged, to be renewed at the cost o
.the “original estimate sanctioned for the new Depét buildings.” This could not be done, becaus
“not only had the estimate been exceeded, but the bills had been adjusted ; however, as the soure
. from which the cost f the new doors, if put up, was to be met, was not in my opinion a matte
* for Colonel Simpson’to deal with, I merely stated in reply that I did not' think it pecessary §
 make new doors. Not receiving any reply to this communication, 1 called upon the Inspeets
- General of Ordnance and Magazines to retu!
‘ the estimate with his approval or otherwise,’
" order that the works might be carried out during the year, and it was then sent back to me wi
an intimation that in consequence of Color
. Carpendale’s remarks, quoted at the eomment
regarding the inferiority of the existing doors, he, the Inspector General
Ordnance and Magazines, felt precluded from attaching his approval thereto. From thisT thoug
it advicable that the matter should lie over as it was evident that tho repairs were not then cor
: dered to be urgent, and T did not feel justified in cstimating for a work which I knew to be:

required.

With Memorandum No. 2,857, dated 8th October 1863.

Letter No. 3,654, dated 27th November 1863,

{_ Letter No. 6,471, dated Decernber 1863,

* Vide letter No, 4,402, dated 11th January 1864,

With letter Ko, 7,855, dated 18th January 1864.

" ment of this letter,

12. Onthe 26th August last, the Inspec

General of Ordnance and Magazines forwar
the Depot relative to the repairs required,

ompleted before the seiting in of the monscon

i

vide letter No. 3,906, dated 26tb Augnet 1864.

to me a letter from the Officer in charge of
© requested that their execution should be ¢
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
17th October 1864. o

3

“ grave consequences were apprehended if they were not carried out in time,” with reference

v ' thereto I returned to Lim the estimate last
. adverted to, and informed him that on receiving
it back with his approval, instructions would be sent (o the Range Officer for its immediate execu-
tion. At the same time I intimated to him that the repairs would have been ordered in January
last, had his eountersignature to the estimate not been withheld.

13. Colonel Simpson has, however, forthe
second toae, returned this estimate to me, dis-
approved of on the grounds that no provision has been made therein for “new doors,” and has
requested that I would refer the matter to Government, which I now have the honor to do. As

With letter No. 2,664, dated 6th September 1864,

Vide letter No. 4,663, dated 19th September 1864,

soveral months had elapsed since my examination of the doors, I went out two days ago again to -

inspect them, T have never contended that they were of good make or material, but having been
fixed it would be a waste of money I think to renew them (except one which s a great deal worse
than the rest) just yet. It is also to be borne in mind that the doors do not/open into the road,
but only into the quadrangle of the Depdt. All that they require is the renewal of the bolts,
and the means of barring them from behind. ' :
14. To prevent the grave consequences anticipated by Colonel Simpson, I have ordered all
really necessary repairs to be at once carried out. .

No. 301. - OrpER THEREON, 17th October 1864, No. 2,986.

1. With the foregoing letter the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, lays before
Government a correspondence which has passed between himself and the Inspector General of
Ordnance and Magazines, upon the subject of certain repairs to the buildings of the Instruction
Depdt at Saint Thomas' Mount.

2. It seems that the estimate for these repairs has been twice returned by the Inspector
General, who declined to countersign it; on the ground that no provision had been made in it for
new doors to replace some which had been reported unfit in consequence of inferior make and
material, ' -

3. Colonel Boileau, on the other hand, was of opinion that new doors were unnecessary,
and that the present ones, though confessedly of inferior material and . workmanship, would
answer for some time to come, if they were furnished with stronger fastenings, provision for which
was made in the estimate submitted to the Inspector General.

4. All the circumstances connected with the subject are fully set forth in the correspon-
dence which accompanied the letter recorded at the head of these Proceedings, and which has

been laid before Government at the request of the Iaspector General.,
5. Upon a question so purely professional, the Governor in Council is of opinion that the

Superintending Engineer, must be held to be the fittest judge. As that Officer considers that the
existing doors, when furnished with proper fastenings, will be sufficiently strong and secure, there
is clearly no necessity for going to the expense of supplying new doors. The work provided for

in the estimate submitted by Colonel Boileau, will therefore be carried out,
6. Colonel Boileau will be requested to furnish a Memorandum of the estimated and actual

cost of the doors and windows, and will state what, in his opinion, the proper cost of such
materials and workmanship as are in those doors and windows ought to have been.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Sccretary to Governmexnd.

To the Superintending- Engineer, 4th Division,
,» - Military Department.

Exd. S. T. Augustin, .
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