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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
12t} October 1864.

No. 112. . Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th September
~ 1864, No. 6,427. '

Read the following letter from W. M. CADELL, Esq., Collector of Tanjore, to W. HUDLE--
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 16th September 1864, No. 308 : —
L I have the honor to submit the following report of the Progress of Public Works du ring

the past official year 1863-64.
2. The subjoined abstract shows, in one view, the amount spent on the different kinds of

works during the past year, as compared with the preceding one, and from which it will be seen
that while the gross expenditure in the two years has been nearly equal the expenditure on what
- are termed new works was considerably greater, or Rupees 40,798 in the latter year,

N ' Expendi- Expendi-l DIFFERENCE,
: ‘Works. - ture of ture of :
; 1862-63. |. 1863-64. |Increase. Decrease.

Estimate of
1863-64.

: i
i v -
s ) : Rupees. Rupees. | Rupees. ; Rupees. | = Rupees,
NEW WORKS. . . 3
Irrigation oo : 2,494 | 19:64? 36:9;’5 ] .
Communications ver 1,795 31,52_0 29,730 I 57,805
Buildings 10,518 I 5,061 ‘e 5,487
. I ° . - !l
= pas= Net in-
| Total... 14,837[ 0563 | 46,265 | sist (O Faoas
l —————— \ —_ - S s ML o
REPAIRS. N .
< ! Ziigalon f?::‘w. '...‘:’ C ees ' 11223617 96,111 soe 26,506 .
f Con?municaticns A 61,3831 - 4'i’6i’:3 e 123745 10 1,61604
7| Buildings - .. .. .. 8,025 - 7,674 o 351°|)
- t
Total... | 198,025 148,423 .| 49,602 | |
Grand Total... | 2,12,862| 2,04,058| ... 8,804 (

Under the head of New works are,

Bince this was written I regret to say that six of these arches
-have again fallen down, and I fear this part of the anicut

(1) The restoration of part of the lower
anicut and the re-construction of seven of the
arches of the bridge over that work, and which

Las been again undermiuned.
fell down i December 1863.
(2.) The construction of the new head sluice at the head of the Chittar.
(8.) The metalling of the road from Nagore to Negapatam (Railway feeder).
(4.) The completion of the bridge over the river Vettar at Kordacherri.
(5.) The Canal from Vaderniem to the Adaypar, and that from the Chandranadi to the
Vellaiyar, S ,

8. The latter work, as the Board are aware, is intended to form a line of communication
_between Vedarniem and Negapatam for the purpose of facilitating the transport of salt from the
former to the latter station ; 2,000 yards of the excavations were carried out by this Department, -
and I only regret that the rest of the work was not entrusted to us, as, in this case, I should have
hoped to have completed the work in time to have tested its use_in bringing up the salt from
‘Vedarniem, instead of the very expensive transit by sea. The work is nearly completed, I
believe, but the passage cannot be made available till the next year,

4. No new buildings of any importance have been constructed during the past year.

5. Under the head of Repairs may be enumerated. : B

(1) The fitting up of the late Government School at' N. egapatam as a Talook Cutéherr)l. .
(2)) Strengthening the southern bank of the Kodamuriti. : B
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- Pr oceedzngs nf the Madras Government Revenue Depm tment,
12th October 1864.

(3) Repairs to the upper Colleroon Anicut.
(4) Improving the road from the grand Anicut to Shialli, &e.

6. These works call for no particular remark. The removal of the Talook Cutcherry at
Nenapatam from a distance of two miles to the river side, and close 10 the harbour and towr{ is
it may be obeerved, a great public convenience. T

. 7. I most earnestly wish, [ had it in my power to repoit that the expenditure which has
been made was anything like adequate to the wants and requirements of this large and important
District. Unfortunately, and of late years, I am constiained to remark “that ranJ()leIl)]as not .

" received either that amount of the public money, or that share of attention which its importance

and the large humber of its existing works, both irrigation and of communication, so imperatively

demmd. The number of professional Officers of acknowled«red skill and experience is f ew, and -
the multiplicity of small works, together with the small amount of money, and the gtiil Sln’d”el' -

number of tramed and useful subordinates under the Range ofﬁ‘,ers, renders them a'most help

less. The consequence is tt{at ail minor works are left to be camed out by temporary agency, _.:

or by Aming withoutany prof’esswnal training whatever, and in most cases these works are carried
out in such a way 8s to make bad worse. For this, and most unjustly (as I lhmk) 1he Public
. Works Department are blamed, and- T wonld again take occasion to urge, what I have done so
' often before, that the execution of all minor works, and which do not requ:re any grca.t amount
of professional skill should be left to thls Department. N

8. This, as the Bour a-e, aware was the system in TanJore for many years, and its success
"

in this District, and the progress which the District made for many vears previous to the intro-
duction of the new system, are well known,
as acceptable to all the Officers‘of the Corps of "Engineers, who are scquainted with how work
wag done in Tanjore in former years, as I know it would be to t%6 whole body of the Mirassi-
Ida,rs, and who are clamorous for the change. It would also, I submit, be most beneficial to the
State, inasmuch as, work done by the people thamselves, and for works in which they are so
deeply interested, would be far more eficiently aad thorou zhly executed by them than by any
system of Contractors or temporary Amins ; in short 1t Would be a gain to every one except to
the latter named class. . 1
9. 1 have already in nry Admlmvtrat on and Jummab\mdy Re;porls alluded to the state of
the Cauvery 1in its eastern section, and to the serious detemora lon which that river and its
branches east of Combaconum are year by year undergoing. T'am aware that to grapple with
this euleff'e(f,uall_), the remedies proposed by ™"

Vide Board's Proceedings, dated the 27th April 1843, No. 2 431.
Captam Mu}'ng in his report noted 1n the

_ margin are doubtless the most suitable; and on such a point I of course bow to professxonal

opinion, but as there is not the rematest prospeet of funds: bem" available for such expensive
woiks for some years to come, and as the evil is year by year increasing, while the-revenue
dependent on these rivers is annually decreasing, I submit, that something ought to be done, and
that an attempt at least should be made to remove ihe accumulations of sand i int \he bed othese
_rivers. This has always been hitherto done at lengthened intervals, and so well i iy its necessuy
"understood by the Mirassidars that they are quite prepared and willing themselves to pay "from
" one-fourth to one-thitd of the required expenditure. The Sub- Collector has in his Jummabundy
Report brought to notice the very defective state of the channels, both of irrigation and dmmaae

in the Negapatam Talook, and this is also the case in the Talook of Txrutarapund “Ta the
former Talock the less of revenue from this cause only, is upwards of 9, 0(’0 Rupees.-. f.:

10. I would, in donelusion, “advert to the state of our roads, and I regret to state that these

are also in a very unsatisfactory state.
of roads, but of these some have ceased to exiss ; as instances, I may mention that on what is
termed the high road from N egapatdm to Ceylon there is in many places no trace of a road at all,
and it is with the greatest dlfﬁculty, and not without extra hire that bandymen can be persuaded
eason ; in the monsoon it is altogether impassable. Again,

to go by that line even in the dry s
and from Tirutarapundi to Tiruvalore the road

on the road from Muttupetta fo Txrutarapundl,

-«

The return to the «ld system would, I am sure, be ~
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We have nomisally and on paper_ upwards of 1,100 miles
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
12tk October 1864.

is, after a slight shower of rain, 2ll but impassable for any wheeled conveyance, the so-called

. Yepairs having been left to Amins utterly ignorant of, and caring not how the work is done. I

‘. mention these as instances of what some of our roads are,-but the generahty of them are not

wnuch better, and of this [ can speak from my own personal experience, having visited eight qut
of the nine Talooks in the District during the present year. ‘

1l. In the construcuon of roads in a delta like this, I am well aware of the great dxsadvan-

~ tages under which we labor for the want of materials, but T am also aware that even with the

© materials we have, rfiuch may be done by a little care and attention, and by a more liberal expen-*

T
i f,ﬁ‘

diture of money. . ] &
12. .1 ;enture tothink also, tha(he time hag now comelzhen“it i due 50 the District and
» tothe people who c%nu;xbute aglarne a share of the public reve (néﬁrly,ﬂneaemhth. of the whole

r‘ revenue of the wheje . Presnd,ency) that a more liberal expenﬁﬁure °£ p%hc{noney should be

F made on outéogjs an conm\bm‘atwﬂs. In the revision of asse m tngw going on, it has been

ﬁ*lau} down dfiat fourPice per R’u eé?or two per cent. on the Lind Revedue, shoald be allotted
pergiup p ,

' it qhould notBn that fcount b2 treated less liberally th¥a: ‘others,

*

Cf’énﬂnded to Tan dre as to the adjoining Districts of South A*cot ada

p'&
Y Re<enue (4Llacs) wiuld give fsfm\ of no Igésﬂ)nn 82,0Q Rupees. :;nd lf thg
960 for roads now ¢

¢ once be dispensed with,

»

‘ for local pw and“ as it 19,’[ bdlieve, an adumiited fact t.hat Py yevision -of ﬁieugttlement of
nel

"h“ Distri ther’neceasary nor desirable, I ‘would mogt espectfuﬁ”y- & tezﬂanStIy urge that
{¢ tharbfots the Board

me*:dvggtavqp should be
ichiflopold, auﬁ that from

the precent Fas' LWO per cent. ohhe Land ®evenues, sho:ﬂd bef credited to oyr- District Road

Fund for the xmpﬁwmé’nt of our’roads and cfnmunications’ 3 twor per,; t’ on our P fsent Land
Goternfoent are -

wrﬂ suppor pr&polmuon in recommendmn )to Governme fshaéi the

P‘eﬂﬂed t m'ant us.thxs conegs nn, the dbore 01ary allowtnceof Ruppeesa2')
Jnaﬂ‘e as4l30 the specla.l arant for the mamtenance of roads; wﬁxcb a:e n?t Iinpor{af mlght at

PSRN

1. Ordered to b2 submittad for the consideration of Government. '

- found for undertaking on a Ia.r
but anticipatg a serious dlmlnu
§peedxly applied to check the 'LP

scale & repairs which are so urgently needed. They cannot
h revenues of the District unless an effective remedy be
dvan"mg deterioration of the irrigation works, on which

~ those revenues dopend )
roruw 8 w-The Bolird g}#ervmt #,m th year under report the actual expenditure was consider-
ably less than the gstimate, which} the_! presume to mean the Budget provision.

1500 M, Cad’é““ s request for ah a}slgnment of two per cent. on the Land Revenue for the

' District Road Fund ;the Board .pbgerve A4fat in the Districts where the Local Road Cess has been

uf

charg.ed o‘;‘the land, itis not an bgsxamm.nt out of the Land Revenue, but an additional charge -
on t nd for-a snebxal purposé. fv / ;r 2

e }'\, T : & 3 .
No. 113, } ‘ Ou‘tﬁ:rjﬁsasow&mh October 1864, No. 1,867. R
Or dered to be recorded
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To the Board of Revenu®
the Depa.rtment Public Works. +/

Exd. S. T. Augustio. | | -
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!, 2 The Bosrd have received thxﬁ?gﬁrt with great regret,and trust that means maybe . .
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