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‘ Proceedings of the M adras Government, Public Works Department,
26th September 1864,
No. 549. Read the following Circular from Captain E. C. S. WILLIAMS, R. E., Under
Secretary to.the Government of India, Public Works Department, to the Secretary to \
the Government of Madras, in the Public Works Department, dated Fort William, :
AR Rk 29 th August 1864, NO. 014 ;e : -
Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, North Western The following Note on the enbancement
Provinees, and Punjab. . .
Governor, Straits Settlements. 1 Provi 4 British of rates throughout India, within the ten
Chief Commissioners, Oudh, Centr rovinces, and Dritie - . . :
Burmab. » VIR ’ years ending with 1861, based upon the replies \
gonzguszw}:% O:il M{)S%re- received to Circular No. 93 of 1861, is for- &
esident at Hyderabad. .. 3
Superintendent, Alguada Reef, Double and Cocos Island warded to the Local Governments and Adminis-
L ieht-houses.
1 - houses. . . . - q
£ Agex%ts, Governor General, Central India and Rajpootans. trations noted on the margin, for information. ) ,
W e . i
S e Ay u -4 vy TR g N ’
- e e e e "ote by the Under Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Depariment, on
K Sy Fd e i g et A e e AR T - . . . s
bl T s A PR the replies to Circular No. 93 of 1861, calling for par ticulars of the enhancement of .
3 IR S rades in the ten years ending with 1861, ;
i sk PRI ET - . .
ix AN AT On the 24th October 1861, the above Circular was issued, and on_25th February 1863,
P PR ‘;r"\v“ R . ; .
: S AR the enquiry was extended to M adras and Bombay. .
Wy . , ! i . . . . . . -
wioe Ty ry ; The object of the enquiry was to obtain the means of checking revised estimates submitted
A in consequence of avowedly enhanced rates ; as the Government of India was not satisfied that
this reason was not sometimes pushed too far and made to answer for more than it ought. b
We have in the replies a mass of data to refer to, but which is now even out of date, for
RN the particular object in view. ]
g : . The data afford, however, the means of estimating the absolute rise in rates, during the
N:*}ahw B B ‘ ; x ! ten years embraced by the returns, 1m t.he various pa.rts of the Empire, and of comparing the x’ |
5‘11—’;5 ! N . ) \ ; Rt IR condition of these parts, 0 far as the price of labour is a eriterion of it. )
v ) i R With this view, I bave prepared the two tables attached to this Note. . ‘
! i "“L*‘:‘mwi‘“‘v"ﬁ':tf"jﬁ:,’. (R : - . o -
o R oy ; 1 1t should first be explained that,—as was to be expected from the manner i1n which the ‘
LA call was made for rates of various kinds of work without any detailed gpeciﬁcations—anomalies '
dy ESERSL A 4 - .
TP s have presented themselves in the rates for work, such as to render any general comparison of . !
Sty 2 F A .HM them next to useless—e. g. ' .
. A terraced roof or flooring differs with the locality. Again, in one case timber is included E
| L ey T P} . 3 H -
S AT TR B N AT e in a roofing rate, in another case omitted, and so on.
e i P I R S e KO I g e . . .« g - .
R LI Bt iy e L Yoo hys Pucka brick-work is, perhaps, more free from variations in its nature, than any other of
W e g X . R A . . - .
e coE L the rates called for.- 1 have therefore contented myself with taking it as a single example of
$ wF e e the different kinds of work. .
il ! " ‘ T had selected four otbers, with the view of deriving a mean rate from the five, which
SR VWO . should have been more generally true, from the introduction of other materials than bricks and
NS S v L SR R B F P lime, such as timber, &c., but I found that for one Province one rate was wanting, for another, a .
: PRSI, P S I A sccond, and so on, so that I was compelled to take refuge in the one deseiiption of work selected. X
' g Tae g o But, in truth, the rates of labour are sufficient for the purpose, the addition of a work
Wy e ey [ e 4 ’
" f b e e : rate being useful as a check, though it also produces anomalies, which can only be accounted |
st X = i m, - i i L - i . : ‘
ERV o I,fzi-',- ‘;& SRR e R RN for by surmise.
o . TS T SN TS S The labour rates are, however, s0 incomplete, that it has not beer possible to take more ,
TN B 2 g - s “E‘A ‘:‘ e T g4 g § .. *
ot s 4 ‘ﬁ«i’x;w-uv”«-“f"“"“,‘&e.e.vg-fm‘J’;,’ D ; i e T ug' e e than those for— .
R prae B TL (L es T ! - Coolies, . ) '
) T : Masons or bricklayers, and
< .
;—- e . Carpenters, .
: : 5 :1 -4 It would, of course, have been more satisfactory to have had a rate for unskilled labour ‘
Ly Sy _,.“g—‘,‘:\%:;s:‘p‘:?‘;?3'1 derived from the rates for beldars, coolies, women, boys, &ec., and for skilled labour derived, .
BNy L g,;,\f;'g;g, 2 Hat T NE W ;’?j‘.—";ff;u?f.: 37 Kyt from the rates of hire paid to artizans of all classes, but this has not been possible.
T R B AR LR U T NE BRI s el e ge e el R L3 . . :
3 R e W S AT LRSS A R O P SN : NOrE e In Table I, will be found the rates for coolies, for bricklayers and carpenters (mean,)
F I e Bt L ki (G DR NI TINRNF : imiti i i 5 i
; e SN i aodf S and for pucka brick-work for the two Jyears limiting the period, viz, 1852 and 1861, with the
¥ RS B “;;f IR ‘“‘:h“‘w‘ A‘""“ s avh v b . H 1
| . Al asy ; ROIORT L ENPENE RS percentages of increase during the period. R
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"~ "CIRCULAR No. 014 of 1864.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Frox .
Carmarve . €. S. WILLIAMS, R. E,,

UNDER SECY. TO THE GOVT. OF INDIA,

To. ) ‘ '
, - /4.4// ~ W e /%W ¢
Pusric Works DerarryENT,
Fort William, 29t August, 1864

Establishment.
Governments of Madras, Bgmbﬁg, Bangsl, The following Note on the enkance-
North Western Provinces, and Pupjab. ment of rates throughout India, within

Governor, Straits Settlements. L p
Chief Commissioners, Oudh, Central Pro-  fhe fen years e : .
vinces, and British Burmsh. : years ending with 1861, based
Commissioner of Mysore. upon the replies received to Circulgr
Resident at Hyderabad. . ) A%, 93 1861, .
Superintendent, Alguada Reef, Double and 0. of s 18 fOTZDaTCZ‘?d fo the
Local’ Governments and Administrations

Cocos Tsland Lighthouses.
and Rajpootana noted on the margin, for information.

Agents, Governor General, Central India
nd - .
{7/ ./éww/‘ Caplain, B. E.,
Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Note by the Under Secretary to the Government of India, P. V. Dept., on
the replies to Circular No. 93 of 1861, gallz’ny Jor particulars of the

" enhancement of rates in the ten years ending with 1861.

. On the 24th October i861 the above Circular was issued, and on
925th February 1863 the enquiry was estended to Madras and Bombay.

" The object of the epquiry was to obtain the means of checking
~evised estimates submitted in consequence of avowedly enhanced rates ;
as the Government of India was not satisfied that this reason was not
sometimes pushed too far and made to answer for more than it ought.'

We have in the replies a mass of data to refer to, but which is now

even out of date, for the particular object in view. .
The data afford; however, the means of estimating the absolute

years embraced by the returns, in the

... .

rise in rates, during the ten :

various parts of the Empire, and of comparing the condition of these
bour is a criterion of it.

parts, so far as the price of 1a
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