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; . Prcceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ,
X . . 26¢h September 1864, . B .
: No. 547.° " Read the foliowing letter from Lleutenant Colonel E. HEMERY, R E., '
Superintending Engineer, 8rd Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to
. Government, Public Works Dépaitment, dated Cuddapah, 25th August 1864, No, 91 :— k
) o A Sz, Cos L . »
b CeeT ; : . 1. On the 15th ultimo, the day after the ’
{ U ’ , 8 Letters, . . ' receipt of Order No. 1,966, dated 8th July 1864,
7 Statcments. -
¢ ' ’ : o : . I called on Mr, Hathaway, Collector of Bellary, . ” .
i'; # No. 97, 20th June 1864, in G, O, No. 1,966, Bth July 1864 at Gooty, and requested him to specify the . - o
i ' ; works atluded to in his letter* to the Board of °
Ef% . o ‘ Revenue.” . ‘
) 2. Mr. Hathaway informed me that he partlcularly referred to thé tanks in the western
§ ' ) ,Talugs and to the Dharwar road. . U . » W
. ‘ 3. It appears that since his return from Englrud, Mr. Hathaway has marched from Bellary e
- . - to Ramandrug, thence 10 Bellahoonsi and back to Bellary vii Hospett ; and then having inspected ) .
f ) a few works in a very small portion of his District, he passed a sweepiug censure on the Public ‘
e Works Department, which however he greatly .
. ' "t No. 117, 16th July 1864, in G. O, No. 2,264, 6th August 1o difies in his subsequent lettert to the Board
o ) : o ' wherein he explains that ¢ his remarks were
ﬁ . ‘ ' ’ almost entirely prospective.”
i 4. With regard to what Mr. IMathaway terms, “a rather heavy fall of rain,” I beg to submit
§ ., reportsfromthe officers in charge of the Kudlighi, Raidrug, Bellary, Anantapir, and Pennakondah
! <.+ ranges, {rom which it appears, that on the night of the 2nd June last, exceedingly heavy rain
: fell in that part of the country, whilst the injury sustained thereby by works of 1rrmat10n, was -
remarkably small. . ,
. 5. In the Kudlighi range, Mr, Supervxsor Hasler reports, that the Sunnaiskera and
Cullahally tanke, with capacious beds and small drainage basins, filled within two hours, In ’
Ly that range only four works of irrigation were injured, and in three instances, the damage was
caused by the Ryots themselves, . ‘ :
. : . The Sunnaiskera tank sluice was injured owing to the masonry not having had time to
£ : dry, but the work would have been completed a month earlier, had not the Ryots of Batterhal]y
' opposed it and greatly delayed its execution.
o 7. The Cullahally tank was breached owing to the weak state of the bank, and to the neglect
P of the village authoriiies, elther to_enforce petty repairs, or to brmfr the state of the bank to the
- notlce of the Tiluq Overseer. | ‘ L e : . - .
;' : ‘ *The supplying channel of the Bangalee tank was breached owing to the neglect of the .
‘ Ryots to keep it clear of bushes; when Mr, Hasler visited this ¢hannel, be found u so choked ‘
; up with jungle, that he actually could not take measurements for its repair. :
é‘ 9. The total amount required to repalr the above works in the Kudlighi range, compnsmg
é the western Talugs, which Mr. Hathaway particularly alluded to, is Rupees 516, and even that
' « small expendxture is caused entirely by the neglect of the Revenue authorities to enforce the
fi orders of Government regarding petty repairs. ) . .
E‘ . 10. Mr. Cairns, Superwsor in charge of the Raidrug range, repbrts that on the night of the )
‘; - 2nd June last, the fall of rain was so heavy, that the water rose two feet in his tent, forcing him
’;; to take shelter in his bandy ; next morning several articles of his property, carried away by the. ‘
L flood, were plcked up more than a quarter “of amile from hls camp, and the people declared that
? - Jor sixty years there had not been such an extraordinary fall of rain. ) - _—
¢ ' 11, In that range, eight works of irrigation were damaged, but the principal injuries were, .
:' as usual,'caused by neglect on the part of the village authorities. R g . ’
Lo '12 * The supplying channel of the Naglapir tank was breached in several places owing to )
é the Reddy baving kept the shutters of the head sluice in his village five miles off, The attention :
R of the Reddy had moreover repeatedly been directed to the neglected state of the channel bank,
f‘ ' and I find that in 1861, Lieuteaant (now Major) Prendergast.V. C. when in charge of the range, -
} - . :
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B Proceedings sf the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
: 26tk September 1864,

>
.

2%+ Mr. ITasler ihspected the Kudlighi tank in January last when it was dry, but no
complaint was then made to him by any of the village authoritics rezarding the leak in the
sluice, otherwise he would have had it examined and thoroughly repaired,

25. Not only are petty repairs to works of irrigation universally and shamefully neglected
in the Bellary District, but the Native Revenue authorities fail to bring to the timely notice of
the Taluq Oversters, ordinary repairs required, and when after a very heay fall of rain a few
tanks are injured, the Tahsildars set up a how), and try to throw the whole of the blame and
responsibility on this Department, ]

" 26. I herewith enclose the explanation from Captain Fischer, called for in paragraph 2 of
the Order of Government, and I have no hesitation in saying that the -state of the works of
irrigation in the Bellary District is most creditable to him, and to his successor Captain Babing-
ton, and I regret that Mr. Hathaway’s letter has (I hope unintentionally), caused Government

<

" toform so very mistaken an opinion on that subject.

27. The cause of the comparatively small outlay on repairs to works of irrigation in the
Bellary District in 1863-64, was owing partly to the numerous changes in the establishment, but
chiefly to the fact that these works were'in such good opder, that aftera very scanty monsoon
extensive repair s were not required. . ’ i

28. The statements called for in paragraph 8, Order of Government, are herewith forwarded,
and satisfactory explanations are given by Supervisors Cairns and Acting Deputy Assistar}t
Commissary Gray, why the full amounts of the Estimates were.not expended by the end of April

last in their respective ranges.

29. With regard to the employment of Captain Fischer and Mr. Wilson, I have the honor
to report that with the concurrence of the Collector, [ have, from tl_le Ist im?tant, transferred the
Hospett Taluq from the Beliary range, to Captain Fischer, in addition to his present charge 'of
the Military buildings at Bellary and Ramandrug ; the Bellary range will therefore now comPrlse
the Rellary, Adoni and Alldr Téluqs under Mr, Supervisor Claridge.

80, Mr. Wilson is most uscfully employed in charge of the Anantapdr range, containing a
]ai‘gé number of very important tanks, and upwards of 200 miles of 1st class road.

_ 31, Inmyletter as per margin, I pointed out the insufficiency of the pres-ent annu.al
V maintenance allowances for Imperial roads in

No, 80, 9th August 1864, the Bellary District and applied for ncreased

’gra;ns, which I trust will immediately be sanctioned. ’
32. 1 beg ty state that I do not attach the slightest inportance to Mr, Iathaway's remarks,

to the effect that he has scarcely ever observed a Maistry overlooking working parties.
Mr, Hathaway travels in a bullock coach, generally in a recumbent position, and my experience
and that of the Range Officers on this point is very different from his ; besides which I doubt
whether Mr. Hathaway could tell aroad Maistry from any other individual, '

83. 'The delay in submitting this report has arisen from my anxiety to obtain the fullest
and most detailed information on a!l the subjects referred to by Government from each Range

Officer of the Bellary District,

No. 548. _ ORDER THEREON, 26th September 1864, No. 2,787.

1. Upon the 20th June last, the Collector of Bellary, in writing® to the Board of Revenue,
brought certain complaints of neglect and inefficiency agai‘nst
the working of the Public Works Departmert in his Dis-

trict. His letter was laid before Government ; but the accusations being of too general a character
"to he effectually dealt with, the Superintending Engineer

was called ont for full explanation on the subject, both as to
the causes of the alleged neglect, and as to the mode in which the members of the Department
were distributed throughout the District, with a view to the employment of the most expelienced

# No, 97.

% G. O. No. 1,966, 8th July 1864,

Officers upon the most important works,
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“the Suboerdinate Officers of the

TP L R L . f
o LT

y ic IVorkaDeparlmenl.
26th Septembe 1864,
2. Upon the 16th July the Collector azy

ain addressed the Board of Revenue, modilying
considerably the statementg which he hag previsusly made.
In his secong letter M. Hathaway states that ke * had no
glect to any of {1, Oflicers of the Departusent of Public
s of irrigation ang roads, previous to the time alluded to
8 that hig Previous remarks were
npute blame to the Oficers of the

No. 117,

g3 is the Superintcnding Engincer's r. ply to
the Governmenpt Order of the g} July,  Colonel Hemery
submits reports from the varioug Range Ofcers jn the

Bellury District, from whick it woulq appear that the Collector's firyg letter to the Board of

Revenue was Written under considerable misapprehension of the actual circumstanceg, Whi'e the

fall of rain on the night of the 2pq June last seems ¢, have been much bheavier thap Mr. Hatha-

way imagined, the extent of damage which the irrigation works sustaineq Was comparatisely

small, ang Seems to have beep chieﬂy due to the carelessness of the Ryots, and the neglect of
Revenue Department,

4. The Government have read with surprise Mr, Hathaway's twe letters. 1In the first he
makes 3.sweeping statement as to the had condition of the tanks in hiq District, ang asserts that
the repairs are badly executed ; while in the second, hLe explaing away all that h
said, and wishes big remarks upon the bast to be considereq a3 prospective, ang
strengthen the hands of the Public Works Department,

5. From Colonel Hemery’s letter there would g
of the Public Works in Bellary is likely pa |

No. 1,966,

e has formerly
as intended to

ém to be no reason to fear that tle siate
¥ to have serioyg Tesults on the revenue and the prosperity
“e: and the Government regret that their
sted to no Purpose, merely because

through the Board of Revenue; ang he will be directeq ¢
for the future, ang not to make 4 i
without full and carefy] inquiry,

7. From the Superintending Engineer’s letter
tion works and roads i the Bellary District had pe
the only Engineer Officer employed in it Was engaged entirely upon Military buildings. The

" Government observe that this defect has since been remedied,

8. The owner of the private tank alluded to i paragraph 19 of the foregoing 16_“0" f‘h‘.’“m
be called on to repair it thoroughly. The Range Officer should point out to him what is required
to insure the safety of the raad, ‘ .

9. The Government are of opinion that much time and correspondence would be sa:vejnif
Collectors, before submitting statements wit}, reference to the working of: anotherdDefP;;:;nué
would discuss those statements with the Jocal bead of that De partment. The Board of R
will be requested to issue general instructions to this effect,

. (True Extract.)

ajor, R. E.
i W STEWART, Major, ,
. SlEed) T I S Deputy Secretary to Government.

» it would appear that nearly all the irriga-
en left in charge of Subordinates; and that

To the Superintending Engineer, 8rd Division,

" To all other Superintending Engineers.

To the Board of Revenue, with 15 enclosures.

iixd. T. O’Connor.
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