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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
26th August 1864. - -

*  No., 554 "Read the following Memorandum from the Depﬁty Adjutant General, to the
- Secretary to Government Military Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamun d,

6th August 1864, No. 233 :—~

o "1.* The Commander-in-Chief has the honor to submit to Government the enclosed letter
. from the Officer Commandin&' Sappers and Miners, in which the question is raised asto the
legality of the Officer of the Public Works Department exercising the Command of the Detach-
ment of that Corps, serving at Paumbum.

2.- The report of the Judge Advocate General on the quesnon is also forwarded

8. If small parties of this Corps are to be employed in the way that the Detachment at
Paumbum now is, it seems necessary that the Military Officers under whom they are employed,
without reference to the branch of the service to which they may belong, should be allowed to

. exercise command over the men, in virtue of their Commission.

4, The Commander-in-Chief fully concurs with Lieutenant-Colonel Hill in the- mexpedx-
ency of detaching small parties of the Sappers and Miners for employment on Public Works,
and therefore solicits Ilis Excellency the Governorin Council will be good enough to take into
consideration, the withdrawal altogether of the Detachment of the Corps from Paumbum; .

(By Order,) -
(Sigued) C, COOKE, Lieut.-Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant General.

e B

- ———— h

From Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. D. HILL, R. E, Commandant Sappers and Miners, to the
Adjutant General ‘of the Army, Ootacamund, dated Coimbatore, 23rd July 1864

. No. 397’
", Sm, ' : ' :

. L. Ithaslately come to my notice that the Executive Enrrmeer superintending the opera,-
tions at Paumbum, has sent in charges for insubordination against the Non-Commissioned Officer
(Iavildar) in command of the Detachment of Sappers at that place.

2. The Engineer, as the only Europe:m Officer on the spot bas always considered kimself
as commanding the Detachment, and has swned in that capacity, in subnitting the summary ot‘

evidence against the Havildar,

3. A questxon at once arises as to whether he can legally prosecute the Havildar on such a
charge 2 Whether he, or the senior Non-Commissioned Officer of Sappers really commands the
Detachment? In fine, whether it js possible for the Ilavildar to be-insubordinate to one who
has no Mxhtary control over him, and whgq is for the time a Civilian in the Department of Pubhc

W orLs.
" 4. As the Enwmeer is in'no wa,y under my authority, and is not bound to carry out any

orders emanating from me, it appears to me more than doubtful whether he can be held to com-
mand my men. In the present instance, it is true, the Officer holds a Military Commission. | At
the same time he is not, I believe, under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief, and he is more.
over, liable to be replaced, at any moment, by a Warrant Officer or a Civilian (Sub-Engineer)

‘neither of whom could possibly assume the command.

5. 1 have hitherto personally bad no obJectlon to Major Syme consxdermg himself as in
charge of the Detachment, but a matter of principle is involved, which may affect other cases.
1f Major Syme does not legally command the Detachment, and in his present Civil charge, I
apprehend he cannot do so, any charges sent in by him must of necessity fall to the ground.

6. JIn goliciting the orders of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief on the subject, I
would re‘spectfully point out, that these small isolated Detachments are highly prejudicial to the
discipline of the Corps. The section of the “ B ” Company, now at Paumbum, has been detached
from all Military control eve: since the Company returned from the Central India campaign.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- ! 26th August 1864.
. artment, ‘ . )
: the Madras Government, Public Works Dep No. 555. OmpEr TREREON, 26th August 1864, No: 2,462, L .
Proceedings of ! 28th August 1864 Ordered that the Superintending En'gz;:
No. 871, 7ﬂ; tMI:rCh 1%:3‘18 6 neer, 8th Division, be called on to state wi
Novem . -
ment was, at my recommendation, increased from 15 men to mbo. » 3,410,2 st November, : reference to the O'rde‘rs [marginally note:i,
7. In 1859 the Dem&}me? ;:-de:r that it might have the advantage of a Hasildar to ¢°;‘ hether the retention of the Detachment of Sappers at Paumbum is indispensably necessary to .
lete section in . ieved occasionally whether .

etrength of a comp d that the section should be relieved oc ! "

y ime, I also strongly urge m he prosecution of the work, 3
T it o th: o :::eComPany being then at Wellington). 1t has however been l;;-f ‘,frfhe : her . - . (True Extract.) .
(the Head Quarters ime without having been visited even by the Oficer Comman g3 | ‘ igned) J. H, M, SHAYW STEWART, Major, R. E, |
that year to the present time w ° hment is ) ! _ . (Signe « 4y Deputy Secretary to Government:

. en ; : .

Company. for this reason, and with a view to satisfying mysclf whether the Detac n:;ble o .

5 I :&;35 at Paumbum, that I was most anxious to proceed to that plece, but was un ' |
ey ne: er: ;Ztention, as stated in my letter No, 398 of this day . date. . Dixidon. be ;
A 1 vZould however, urgently request that the Superintending Engincer, §th Dis 18 't I I - -

- 2 to yepo’rt whether the presegce of Sappers is absolutely indispenl&.ble. and 1{“; ’ n i
ca\lemo:; ecifully suggest their immediate reca]l, If the work cannot possibly be carried o f
w?t‘lla ut égpper aid, I would recommend that this Particular section be relieved as soon as practi- ‘
:;m: 3 the charge against the Havildar referreq to above is not the only instance of wisconduct
whict; has come to my notice as having oceurred at Paumbum,

Memorandum from Colonel H. PRITCH

RD, Judge Advocate.
General, dated Ootacam

Genenl, to the Adjutant
und, 20th July 1864’ No. 467,
1. The Judge Advocate General hoy the honor to returg the papers received with the
Adjutant General's Memorandum No: 200, of 984y instany, in the case o
the Executive Engineer Paumbum

e

. @
: {a charge preferred by ;
» 8Zainst g Havildar, Commanding Detachment Sappers and
Miners, at that place.
"~ 2. The Code for the Department of Publie Works,
that Officers while employeq

in that Depart
: their commissions, their order
iy !

Chapter XXV, distinetly lays down
ment cannog

: To the Superinteﬁding Engineer, 8th Division.
txercise any command by virtue of E
S, on matters of depmmenlal dut T Yo |
s
. 80 that disobedience of those orders on the PErt of ghei, 8!1!»03&‘ are not Militery commands;
5 the Articles of War, but disrespect to & Superiyy !
J is a Military offence,

nates i3 not punishable under

L3 ‘* :
» OF senjop Officer employed in the Department,

3. Major Syme, as

Assistant Engineer §
Paumbum, cannet th

. n that Dep ent, ia by} y ksat ‘ : '

e e ) 1ge of the Wor :

Miners engaged on tH:::::ﬂZfr-mse Militar ' Command gy, the Deuchmfnt of Sappers and : -
: Detachment befyy C ) .n or ?an be Sign any cbarge. OF prosecute ap Soldier of that , y : :
03 ?m't Manlﬂl hxmself. Any Comp\&inth ha y . Soldier : :
w0 y Assistant 4 3: Shas to ufx}uf aguinst o

. Jutant General of the Division, for the Ofcer
» Who wi]] determing 3¢ the offence can Lo disposed of
the case, 4§, ¢

4. For Want of the Summ

N a i i
S the offence ig, styled « oo orrdyi::t'e “d:m )
s Havilday towarqds Majot Syne e

-
gy Impousible to determine what
Utany gigr
Court Martia), o4 a Sap Uy}

. be
. Espectful beariy on the part of ¢
pet emm:‘e: Beglect of Lis orders, : y
5. With Teference yed on L1
Code for De

e Teaders Lim liable to trisl bY
orkg
. ar .
Partmepy, Publl)i Seeph 4 of
U “ Military
e

.ientenmLColoncl Iill's letter Chapter XXIIT of ;

“of O o Shall not be ude N Rx‘)eclﬁe,’ that Officers of that Department ¢ although t
of Officers Commandi 2 n lrec Iniu\r, duthority of 1y, Commander-in-Chief, or ‘

Yorks under ghe; aTge, they Y Stationy » But j¢ Sappers and Miners are jlaced cn ) )
ercise p, Lﬁ(l)' Serve the;, directions and show no disrespect lo.d“m' o

Referred ¢4 ¢, P T ommang overthem by virtus of his Commission. ‘

: e Publj, )
L s:mctxc.med Chaptery of the Publi: Department with Urertence g4 Page 1, Cliapter 23 of the

- nece.ssuy for the retention of the Detach' 3 Code, d also wit), aview to the question of the

T considered, Weat o Sappers ang A\l

isers at Paumbum Leiog there
Fort Saryy Grorage, *

16th dugust 1864,

Exd. S. T, Augustip.
(S‘Ened) I. n'\Mu‘TON. Licut..Colonel,
D'P“.V Slcrclary to Government.
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