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Proceeding.s:;f the Madras Goverument, Public Works Department,
- 24th August 1861,

S A S e e 07 e o e P o
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No. 488." Read the following letter from Captain J. MULLINS, R. E,, Consulting Engineer,
. Irrigation and Canal Company, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Govern-
ment, Department Public Works, dated Camp, Nellorf, 25th July 1864, No. 51 :—
ls.m’ln transmitting a revised Plan and Estimate for the Somaishwarum Iospital for the sanc-
tion of Government, the Chie{ Engineer of the Irrigation and Canal Company requested .their
return on the ground that his Establishment was unequal to the preparation of lhfe addit'lonal
copy which would be needed were the arrangements hitherto in f'orce. continued. This modifica-
i i Gorernment, No. 1,657, som  tion I objected to in paragraph 3 of my letter®
*;;:;e‘gx“mgg Hedms Gor . o of the 19th May last, No. 13, for the reasons
t From himself, No. 387, 11th June, . therein stated, and the Agent has since for-
From Chief Engiz.:eer, No.— lf)th June, accompanymgi. warded me the letters aq per margin’f e
both the Chief.Engiueer and himself concur in considering that the Contract definitely provides
for the arrangement they desire.

2. The 5th.clause of the Coﬁtract, which these gentlemen quote, appears to me to requirs
that the plans, &e., submitted for the approval of Government shall be returned to the Company,
but it in no way decides that the Company shall not furnish copies of such plans for record in
this Office. Itis clear, however, that the exact arrangement defined by the clause in question
has not been carried out, and no doubt the deviation has been rather to the advantage of the
Company than otherwise, for, in lieu of transmitting carefully prepared drawings, it has been
customary to retain those in the Chief Engincer’s Office, and to forward traces, often of a very
rough description, which have been deemed sufficient to afford the information required, and,
except where alterations were made in this Office, which re.quired to be communicated to the
Chief Engineer, these plans or tracings were permanently retained. There cannot be the slightest
objection to clause 5 being carried out exactly for the future, but Ehe question still remaing
as to whether the Chief Engineer shall furnish an original plan to be approved and return

ed, and
a duplicate to be recorded in this Office, or whether the copy shall be prepared in this of% .

ce.
3. There are several points to be taken into consideration :—
Ist.—1It is, I believe, custcmary in England for Companies to furnis

: h the proper Depart-
ment of the Government with plans of all works to be carried out under Ac

tof Parliament,
2ad.—It depends upon the Chief Engineer of the Company, and not upon this Office

what the amount of work of this description to be done at once shall be. If many plans are
transmitted at once it would occasion delay were the copying to be done in this Office, for there
could not be constant work for a large Establishment, and a small one would take much tipe to
meet the occasional heavy demands upon it.

3rd.~If the future may be judged by the past the transfer of the
of plans to this Office woyld entail a great deal of unnecessary”labour upon the Government
Establishatent, for a majority of tho designs for works is revised, and it would, at any rate, be
ouly fair that copies of all revisions should be furnished by the Compa.ny.

- 4th.—It is not altogether a question of mere expense to be borne |
the Company. In any case the additional outlay required would bear but
that already incurred from State funds, and it is perhaps therefore principally a matter of ehna
venience, and [ thiok in some respects both the Goverament and the Company would be losers
in this respect by a change, though this Office would certainly obtain far better plaus for recorj
as the original drawings would have to be forwarded to be traced or copied, : ’ S

preparation of the copies

¥y the Government or
a small proportion to

4. Ihave made a reference to the Conéulting
Railway Companies furnish that Office with copies o

No. 489. OzpEn THEREON, 24th August 1864, No, 2,429,
- 1. The Government are of opinion that the Irrization and C ATy :
-~ Th t : z anal Company are not
by their Contract to provide the Consulting Engineer with copies of all plans su{)’miuedob:(;‘};n'd
\ 3 eir

Engineer for Railways, and [ find th
f plans for record,
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