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Proceedings of the Madras Gevernment, Public Works Department
. : “20th August 1864. ‘

; | No. 418. R.eb.:l thc.a followidg letter from Lieu(;enarit-Ouionel 0. W S. CHAMBERS, R.E
3 _ Superintending Engineer, Ist Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secr(’elar t;
Government, Department Public Works, dated Waltair, 4th August 1864" No. 716?’--

SIRr, .
1. I regret to report for the'information of Government that an accident happened on the

- Enclosure 7 ) 20tk ?f June last, ori the i Aska and Bullapadra
) road in the Ganjam District, at the excavation

of tha foundation of an abutment of\a bridge, No.'40, by which- three "lives were lost and one

man was badly wounded. .
* With an enclosure, T, Overseer Ramiah’s report. 2. Enclosea is a_copy of a letter* fx;om
; . : . " Mr. Supervisor Lever, dated the 24th of Ju
oy e - R T e
No. 71, in which he gives an account of the accident, and considers that it was caused by Télu ’
Overseer T. Ramiah disobeying orders. 1
. 3 _ Qn receipt of this letter, I called upon
. Mr. Léver for the report of the- Punchayet and
. for T, Ramiah's defence.

These documents are also enclosed together “with™Mr. Lever's rejoinder‘dated 15th

e
B4

29th June,

4

July 1864, No. 1IL
’ , 5. I regretthata
from being able to dispose o

10 my head quarters.
6. It will be perceived by the Taluq Overseer’s letter, that he denies that Mr. Lever gave

bhim orders to dig the excavation for the foundations of the right abutment in steps, which-would
. . . L4
have prevented the accident happening, and that he attempts to prove that he did not receive these

' o orders by showing that no instructions were given by Mr. Lever to excavate in steps the pit for
the reception of the foundations of other bridges on the line, Nos. 3, 4 and 6. -
a that no such written orders were given ; but I quite agree with Mr. Lever in

ary in all cases to give a subordinate written instructions regarding

hurried tour of inspection at the Godavery should ‘bave prevented me -
f them, by communicating them to Government, before returning

7. Itis certai
thinking that it is not necess

details of works. )
8. I sm quite satisfied with the explanation given by Mr, Lever why the pits for the

tions of bridges 3,4 and 6 were not excavated in steps : the banks of the Nullahs to be

founda
spanned by these bridges are low and the soil hard,

9. On the 7th of June, th.irteen days bef(‘)f-é“the'misfc}ftune occurred, on inspecting bridge 40,
od the excavation of the pit to receive the left abutment to be carried on in
ent happened : the responsibility of neglecting this precaution on the
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Mr. Lever order
steps, and there no accid
right bank clearly rests on T. Ramiah.
10. The cause of his disobeying verbal orders and of acting on his own judgment ‘s to bo
found in his first report.} He there states
- § Ko namber, 20th June. that the bank was as hard as iron,

11. It should be explained that the whole depth of the pit was only nins feet, and that
where a stratum is hard and of a uniform nature, this is not a dangerous depth to excavate With'.
: in the present instance the first four feet of the excavation lay in

out steps in the dry weather:
black cottort soil, the remaining five in loamy sand with water ovzing through it ; this Ramiah’s

ave told him was a formation most dangerous to excavate in without steps or

experience should h
slopes. -

12. I thiok the acciden
ary care and watchfulaess on the part of the Overseer.

punished not only for disobedience and carelessness

t is due, first, to disobedience of orders, and next to the absence of

: ‘ ordin
* « 13 Ramiah, I consider, should be
but also for untruthfulness.
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