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- ;’rocee(lz7zgs of the M adras Government, Publw W'orl:s Departmen[ )
. 8th Aunuut 1864, f S -

. - = - . » -
I N - ” > e

2 . " L T ‘{ead the fullowm«r pa.pers 1= - -

{.-' R ) No, 179 I‘xomN R. POGSO\I E: .,(ro\erumenb Aslronomer, 10 (‘olonrrc A ORR R. II., » .
T Secrerary to Government Depaxtment Pubhc \Vurks, de tedM dla., ..4111 June 1804 _ }\

A-f,““,A‘Sm,w" . - . : . o

. o f"; I have the honor to xequest your attenuon to' the very unsalxkfactory prcrvress of the

v “woksin hand by -the Subordinate Officers of your Department in. ‘regd: d to the repairs and
o alteratmns now being carried ‘out at the Observatory.” ' s
D ‘1,1 have, vuth xe"ret to complain of general jnaitention to my proposal 8s thougk .tLe

S reqwremcnts of an Obaenatory were of s0 o cinary d nature as to. rendcr any interference or

- EE © advice frO'n a practical Astronomer unneces:ar) ! Itis, on the contrary, most indispensable tht

T N " no work shall be executed unless the plans have been first submitted toand approved by the Astrq-

5 oo " nomer ; and further, that no departure from such plans shall be, pernumd without bLis full con- .

- e T sent and approbation thereto. 1 shall therefore feel greatly obhged by your order to that effeet, -~ -

A ot with especml reference to the two Equatorial Domes. now in hand ; the one nearly completed, but « N

RIS + a totsd failure ; the other barely commenced, but without any definite plan, and as I have reason T

3 .« to believe quite contrary to my most. urgently expres-ed wishes aud requlrements. bomelhlnw Te

_must be dune to render the motion of the large dome smoot!.er and more easy. *Iam of opinion - ol
that the fault lies chiefly in the bad fixing of the channels, and not in the figure of the balls nor .
yet of the castings themselves. If however no ather remedy can be devised, #s the presant plan '

- . willnot do, the ball and groove arrangement must be diccarded, and rollers, with flat plates, sub-

" t* stituted, sgreeably to the method described by Mr. Liassell of vaerpool ia the XIIth Velume

. 707 of the Memoirs of the Royal Astronomical Soc'ety, Taking a warning from the failure of the
_large dome, 1 beg leave most decidedly to urgethe adoption of the plan above referred to,and no
. matter what unapproved preparauons may have been made for grooves and balls, to- thiow them .

. aside, and to proceed with the flat plates and rollers with the least possible delay. The g<cond -
smailer dome being thus tried, will enable us to decide as 10 whether it would be advizable to ven.
ture upon so great a change in the larger one, without risk of further disappointment. Apart from
the waste of strength and consequent unfitness ofan) one ‘thus fatigued for delicate Micrometrical
observations, the vibration arising from turning round the dome in its present sta‘e, is such as )'
must interfere with the steadiness of the te]escope and its adjustments ; far more with the rate of .

S the sidereal clock within the room,and there is no exaggeration in predicting the premature

”'_. " decay and unsafety of the bulldm" itself, unless the faults. complamed of are at once remedicd. cL

If my own opinion on such matters is not sufficiently conc'usive to Justi ify the aiterations- sug- '

N ‘ gested by me as necessary for the safety and cfficiency of the new dome, I would most respcet-
= fully request your own personal mapectmn of nt or the appointment of 2 Committee for the pur-

- pose of examining and reporting upon it. In a.ny case it must be altered, and if the seeond dome

R is constructed with the same disrezard to.my ‘recommendations and without my being pmmtlel

3 T ""  to see and examine the plan, it will undoubtedly bz asource of a8 much unpleasautress. and o
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g expense as the larger one now under consideration. . - . 8 .
S . 2. TIthas been given me to understand (in what 1 consider a very discour teous ; manncr)
- that it is.intended to erect’ a.towcr, upwards of 70 fect in height, within the Obsenam y
o0 compound, for the use of the Officers of she Trigonometiical Survey of India. I presume thaz
: the Government will not permit so unwelcome an iutrusion upon the qualters provxded formy ¥ et
accommodation, without so much as consuliing me in the matter, and [ accm‘dmﬂ']y request that '
no steps may be taken without my full consideratien and apomlmtmn thereof. 'l‘l e erection ot ¢ Lo
’ such atower within the Obs.rvatory compound woiild be most ob_;ecuonuble, end it i3 elso v,
equally urnccessary.  Ttsspe cial abject being §0 emnect the longitude determirations of’, other .
staticns with that of the centre of the Madras 'lmnsn Ciicle, it appears ‘to me lhat the m ot '
desirable position would manifestly be eXacily in the Meridian line of the Observatory ; and as i
such case it must on no account cut off sy useful pcrtlon of the transit slir, it must be 2t p coi-
‘ siderable distance, certainly not less thah ha!f or three- -quarters of a “inile therefiom, "At sbout -~
such distance there is a spot near the Spue Tauk to the north of the Observatory, on which, some
years. back previously to the u.txoducuon of Lolhmaunrv '1ele<copos, a distent Meridizn wagk .o
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" Proc s of the Madras Gover]zment, Publzc IVorks Department !
Proceedw" f : 8tlz Armust 1801 R :
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. t;d The line of mon is now clo%cd by uees, but was formerly kept clear and could
- was erec

. ggest that tlus would be thc most unexce tmnable s:te for - !
~ easily be made so now ; I th.i'efore‘su .'? st p . or

© < CHERAUK, .
‘oazh June 186%. . k

"require more careful Wurkmanshxp and accurate ﬁttmv than revolvmg domes and shdmg shutters

o Ietter from Govemment Astronomer,

 put penectly snceessf ul, Net only was the plan caunterswned by tke Government Astronomero
Lutit is believed that 4 Xm ‘

© 4, Ofthe smallerdomeMr.

 scen.”’ Lo SniE ,_,r, ;e o

’ -
o %

thepro[\osedtm\er. T e e e

_Referred to the Super«ntendmg Engmeer 4th Dmaxon for report, -
P E (s.«rnei) CHARLCSA ORR Colonel, R. D .
' - _j; becrztary to Government, P WD ‘)
No. 180. Tndorsement uf the Supermtendmv Enameer.-nh Dmsron, dated Madris, 2Th
o vi. . July 1864, No, 1,909 :— :

R

L]

Ilea\l the fullowing leuer from Cﬂptam J. BECKLEY R E,; Actmv Execuuve Engmeer. Pee- -

. sidency; to Colonel A. J. M. BOILEAU, R. E. . Supenmendmg Enmneer, 4th D ivi-

‘,i “'siom, dated Madras, 13th July 1864, 4.\0. .la. : e o o -
S“‘ Wlth reference to your \Iem,orzmdum No. 1, 368, dated 2nd J uly 1864, T have lhe honor -
. toreply . tbatishouldlong ago have answered at length the
, daied 2““ J““" 18"‘ _statement cuncerning the unsatisfactory progress of the works
- - ;! - - atthe Observatorv, had not. Mr. Pogson both personally and
by letter assured me thab his complaints were in Do ways dicected against my management of
the works at the Observatory, nor even against my immediate predecessor, Captain Prendergast :
he cunsiders, however, that some “three years ago when the works were planned and commenced
under the superintendence of Colonel Hitehins, bis wishes were not sufficiently consulted nor his
advice as closely followed as desirable. - From looking over the office records, &e., I have come
to the conclusion that Mr. Pogson has but small reason to complain of want of attention to his -
wishes, and as he remarks in a letter to me that **iny complaints are solely against the failure
of Plans, before you became conuected with your present Office” it may appear to you, es it
certrinly does to me, unadvisable to enter into an argument on a subject that if ever worthy of

consideration should have been discussed and settled two or three years ago, St

2. The works at the Observatory have most undemably progressed very slowly, the reason '

of this has often been explruned to Mr. Pogson, viz., - that we have no workshop, and few things.

1 Tetter No
returned

o —— e o st

R e,

such as are requlred at the Observatory, -. | ;-

» >

‘8. .1donot consider thut the larger Equatonal Dome is a total falure, and trust that it i

- may yet be got to work satisfactorily. - . . iV R {

-

4.. The smaller dome, stated by Mr. Pogson to be bardly commenced is three-fourths-part
comp¥oted and Wn“ I have no doubt, answer perfectly. - ‘Mr. Pogson smce be wrote the letter
under reply has seen it revolve and [ believe agrees with this opinion.

", 5. The last parageaph of Mr, Po*son s lett»r you will perceive does not need to be rephed
tob}'lne-:‘\-f;:“‘ ‘~: : SIILE _ . ‘;,‘ o

PR RN .

1 Snbmltted to Gosernment. 'mth reference to the
Secrelary s Endorsement, dated 29th June. * -

- 2. The- compl.unts of the Goverament Astronomer
ha" reference gt has ‘been ascertained, to the past and not to .

dated 24th June 1564..
; Do. “ from Fxecutive Engmeer, Presi.
£ dencv No. 243, dated I3th Jtﬂ y 186-1-

,‘-,w . C .

the present._. As the corre%pondence that ook piace with Colonel Hitchins was chiefly of an :
, unefficial character, that Officer’ 8 return to lndxa must be awanei bef'ore deﬁmte replles ean be ;

given fo Mr." Pogson’s charges.” - Ul .

v

3. The bupermtendmv Enmneet does ngt dduBt that the large Equatonal Dome will tura |
8 beun carried out in concert with him tbrougnout.

Pogson wrate on the 20th July, * After avery cursory mspec-
yion, [ un'nesrtaun 2ly” pronounce 1t to be 80 Jar*one of the best and mo:st convcment domes I have
P
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Proceedmrrs of tke M, adras G'overnment Public IVor/c.r Department
- - . o - 8th August 1864. - : .
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5. The Tast paragraph of the GOVernment Astronomer’s letter is
is presumed be settled between that gentleman and Captain Branfill,

(Signed) A.J. M. BOILEAU Colonel, R. E.,
bupermtendmg Engineer, 4th Dwzszon.

on a subject which will, it

”

ORDER THEREON, 8lh August 1864- No. 2,269.

1. Ttappears from the fotenomg papers that the Government Astronomer has stated that

* he is satisfied with the manner in which the work now in progress at the Observatory is being

carried on. .The complaints contained in the first paragraph of Mr. Pogson’s letter seem to have

reference to a date three years old, and as the Officer against whom they are directed is not now
in India, the Government do not consider it necessary to 1nvestlgate them. -

2. With reference to the 2nd parao'raph of Mr, Pogson’s letter,

v

‘No. 181.

- ¥
ARy vy .ﬁwmww

. . ' v < :

¥ - N M
) L
‘ o
. [ >
‘

the Government observe

B+~ -t thatno application has beea made to them for permission to erect a tower in the Observatory
el compound. Mr, Pogson does not mention from whom he received his information ; but Captain
{- - . - Branfill will be requested, with refereace to his letter No. 69 of the 6th May last, to state where
f : " . heproposes to erect the tower therein referred to, and whether the site named by the Govern-
I " ment Astronomer, near the Spur Tank, to the north of the Observatory, would not answer every
L object he has in view. 4

: (True Extrat.t.)

(ngred) J. H. M, SHAW STEWART Major, R. E.,

. - Deputy Secretary to G'ovemment
t»’a» 4
B | -
<

¥
“
'

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division.
»» Government Astronomer,

To Captam B, R. Branfill, in charve Madras Mendxonal Serxes, G T. Survey of India. ..
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