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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, - »
215t January 1864, '

No. 453. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Judicial .

Department :—

Communicating letter from the Inspector General of Jails
enclosing copy of his notes relative to the state of progress Wy 1864 No. 38 )
on the Coimbatore Jail works, and s:ating that Lieatenant r 11th Januar 0, 93, .
Trail cannot be invested with,powers of punishment over (Here ente y ’ S0
prisoners confined in the Zillah Jail under charge of the
Session Jndge. : -

No. 45¢. : * Orper TVHEREON,' 21st January 1864, No. 224.

Communicated to the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, with reference to paragraph
1 of G. O. No. 3,509, dated 30th November 1863.

(True Extract.) °

~ (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. l_!.,
Secretary to Government,

To the Supeﬁntending Engineer, 7th Division.

Exd. S. T. Avgustin.



ISl AT I

/

Engineer, Tth Division, reporting on the pro-
- gress made on the Coimbatore Jail works, and
referring for consideration the questzon of |
tnvesting Lieutenant Trail with the same
powers over the Convicts employed on these
works, that he has over those oa the road to |

#(Dated 30th November 1863, No. 3509.)

Goonoor Ghat. . - JT B
: - From J ROHDE Esq -» Inspector General of Jails; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief
e - Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Madras, on Circuit, 16th
December 1863, No. 474. . .

In acknowledging your Memorandum endorsed on the Proceedings Madras Government,
- - , Department Public Works, 380th November
Dated 10th December 1863. 1863, 1 have the honor to state that I do not
consider that Lieutenant Trail can legally be
mvested with powers of punishment over prisoners confined 'm the Zzllalz Jail under charge

, of the Sessions Judge. . :
+» 2. The Government will observe, with reference to several of Co!onel Walker’s remarks,
: that they have nothing whatever to do with the question, and that the preparation ofmaterial, and
appropriation of the whole sanctioned amount to the object for which it was granted, did not
depend on the exact locality of the Jail : and that the delay in ﬁually setthno' this did not depend

on me. :

A vt

3. I saw Colonel Walker in August, and a,pproved the site to which residents wished to
;1;“-‘_'7(3 tde J 11,_@_,n& han deLﬂhe M e'mm-qnﬂ?m to Mr. Grant, the Collector, with the view to his
‘tshowmw it :ﬁh the ¥ite to you peraona.lly for your own satisfaction, and that you might make the

members of Government acquainted with the arrangement and of such details of information as
mlght be required. Iagain visited the Jail in the beginning of this month and consented to the
shght change in position proposed. . -

4, 1had good reasons for not forwarding the indent for gates, having commumcated with

Colonel Simpson about them, and ascertained that there was a difficulty in undertaking more work
; for the Jails, whlch I hoped would be overcome on his return to Madras ; but even had I delayed
to do anythm there was abundance of room for pushing on the work without the gates, and
Colonel VValker might have called at Ootacamund when tbere, and had any difficulties removed -

& Ty

; at once. i .
i . 5. Asfor the assertion that I am 1mm1cable to the- Department Pubhc Works, I own my-
] gelf inimicable to their delays and defects: but I'believe that no Officer of that Department will

deny that they have mvamably received from me, when in my power, cordial co-operation and
assxstance. I object to bad bricks, and I object to sleepmg five hours stuck fast in a hole or

I have been or am associated, that they can at all times rely on my aid whetherin my official or ~

Honore Jail, and the Government knows whether antagonism to the Department, or antagonism

to its work should fairly be charged against me ; and if the latter, whether my feeling was just or

not. The tedious way m whxch that work crept on, and the result, I think fully justified my

apprehensxons. . : ‘

{ 6. Imow enclose a copy of my notes written at Coimbatore, which will not only put the
. Government in possession of the state of progress, but also show whetber my antagomsm’ to

the Department Public Works is such as furthers or hinders the work. L

5 -

quagmire in a road that Department has ** under repair.”” I object to the use of bad timber, and to '
’ bad work. I may have objected to the impressing of coolies, and the exposure of those coolies to .
undue risks; butnoneknow better than the Officers of the Department Public Works, with whom :

pnvate capacxty All that Colonel Walker knows of me officially is in connection with that .

+

13
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f "t - 7 JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. . - - AT )
2 . PROCPEDINGS OF. TIIE MADRAS GOVERNJIFNT l .
s Read the following papers T— L ";v T R .
Proceedings of Governmentm ‘the Public Works Department. Co *." ST -

. Communicatirlg Ietler jram the Superintending? . .
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Ex'nuc'r from the Notes of the Inspector General of Jaile, cn his visit to the Coimbatore,
(, Central Jaxl site, dated 1st December 1863. - i

LT Visited Jail sxte with Lueutenant Trail, arranged for tho entrance about two points more t

) he west than that fixed on paper without reference to the contour of the land, and which wouldl

tt
lhave given an unsighily aspect, one side of the entrance being much lower than the other; the :

lentrance now fixed will allow the buxldmas on either side being on a level, and the front of the ‘\
’hospxtal will still be sufficiently protected from the west and vnorth winds. I cousider the :
foundations allowed in the plan and estimate unnecessarily deep for this soil, where a compact |
*bed of nodular lime-stone presents 1tself within one foot of the surface. Mr. Trail concuried |

Fwith me in this, and with the concurrence of the Chief Engineer a saving of one half in the cost

{

of foundations may be made l
2. The intention is to complele one seament of lhe bulldxnn' containing ‘one block of cells $

en(l two ranves of work-§l1e(ls 8 once? this will allow ‘of the transfer for labor of 200 Convicts to

assist m the, work ; indeed 264 Convicts may be kept in the cells whey complele. nn&‘a!urther
Cpumber-of selected men, if necessary, in ‘the work- sheds, the old Jaxl bemg used for thetimeas a

-
prison! for aebtors, pnsoqers inder tnal; females and convicts unﬂt for hard labgr. "a‘

3. Bulldmo stone for rubble wotk had been delivered o£ sunable quahly at Rupee 1 per i

eublc ya.rd ﬁr:wood was bell‘ng laid in'at 2.8 the lOOOjbs ' ’l‘imber to & very | small amount had

been delnfeiedwb;ry\he Codtl‘actox‘"} Indents for iron and iron gates were sent te *the Inspector
{ General of Oranance, who had gn-rage}to have the work done at the Gun Cartiage Manufactory, !
tbe Ordna.l:ce work'sheds bema pow m,ful -work for Mnluary accoutrements. wE RN l‘
l “ o4 ) armlwed with Mi: *Tail for the posmon of the Jailer's housé on the road.to be made l
from the Jml emrance. aetertqmed as above, to the town} tlus will be suffielently removed from the ?
!corne: selected as a‘bunel grouné, &ec., and wnll commaud a good view of the entrance which-must l,
1

o

be hereafter l;!ept clear. ; & % “ N AR " Lt &_k ,,:s

P> B Amplé space abonbthg Jai has been secmed to pfevent encroachment. The evnl 1
‘notlced in-oy Jest visit.to Salem of hu 3 for Police Constables bemg located on the land secured
for the’ Jail, and their occupation by persons over whom we have no coutrol, ‘may liere be avoided,

the proper Police lines bemg already sufficienily oear, tho Jail.. e TI L g s e

: From the Jail site I accompanied Mr. Trail to big brick ground, the dxrt is very sandy,
nnd w1ll I think, bei mproved by 8 large admixture of clay, which, Mr, Trail tells me, is procurable
in the neighbourbood. The prlsoners were here employed in working the clay and in piling fire-
‘wood : some had been emplo;ed in moulding ; but until the puz-mills turn out clay sufficient for

‘the moulders, gbe most proﬁtable employment for them w1ll be bringing, mixing, and lreadmo.
: 4

‘M...—‘ . SRP—

ST

clay. A

- 7. The laymc out of ’;lns ground in recmlar, hacl;;forwhlcb it is well smted would greatly
economlse labor, - Bencbes and barxqw?! are wanted to- :ncreese the out-tum now only 1000a day
by each skilled moulder, 2000 sor i ‘facg 2200 being the d‘y S work of a skilled native moulder

* on the hills ; the mouldmg here was gxcellent my fear is that thtre is not clay enough in the soil, g

3
i Mr. 'lraxi had given d dxrectxom for expcnments on &ﬁ'erenl:\dmlgtures gf Slay with this soil

¢ .8, Mr. Harns spokq of the neglegted state of the ro;?&gonse?:enb on the diversion of
i tlw convicta to Jail bmfdmg. I observed hawever, lhat where | ound the roads bad, it was rather

b

e

unsatx'fac(o:y.h T

it 3
! *“3 4’«3:»- :: \»,_;50 geeled Mrl i.ndentld tci‘l.‘ﬁ

. zemm en hand of tl:b steeled l:ars furmshecl for Prison’s gse 0 Indenh"‘i e

..;.‘4,‘.1 ot

=
i
{
\

S R R
‘ A .
. . PR T
TN .

! and that, perhaps, from its pature a mu?l‘z thinner hnck"mll be necessary to secure good quality, |

{rom what had been done than from, whath&d beer;‘ telt ““dc’“% ’lh% Metapollam road gangs
! will be returned by May next q\me«m‘ ume for any road repairs,’ wlncl}, in dty weather, are very
ﬁt" h"
9. Ouoe gsrg ;f pmoners wan;“loyed mﬂumyfha |tone for-ﬁ e bmlamg I did not
» } :lut bu;-lget er tools were evxden,tly required
Q

o zu,, . e r it mfl thete lennaged 20 "sppply if any

.10, ,;Tl'o best work on wluch ta employ the prnsone/ 8 nnh 8 jew J:}h :erkgii ;;robably E;
t'ae workmg of clay for brxcks,;of wl‘uéh, exclusive of getqng’, nx mcn wor ily, enoug

for -2C00-bricks, exeavating loumlauons, levellmg, quarTy] y1nig ﬁ},one (ugbmlde, and digging
elmnam mine ; inthe la.st. l‘wm expemnce at Gunwox.il elxcuhl cxpect each man mdo at the
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.rale-of l{ to 1} cublc yards dally. du~ and carried to mtlnn 40 yarcli for eacb man o!' the gang
+ employed, the removal of surface soil beiug intluded in the measurement ; heavy steel poiated
bars kept in good order are, however, necessary to this end.

‘11, On my visit to the Jail the following morning, I found the bmldm'r decaying, the patch-
ing it had undergone two years ago had fallen away, the wards had evidently not been white-
washed for many quarters, and the place altogether was in a bad state: the shutters which I

had had removed to allow of batter ventilation had in general been replaced at the requisition,
‘I was told, of the Surgeon ; in the cells in which this had been done, and where the shutters
had not been opened, the air was foul ; a.nd though I am fully alive to the importance of pro-
tecting prisoners while asleep from clullmr winds, I thought it well to direct that the lo wer
halfonly of the shutter should be left to close, and that the second shatter should be fixed out-
“side the window as a weather board in -all the wards with a Westera. aspect. Inthe Eastern = .
" wards the whole of the shutters had long since peen removed a.gd ﬁxedgs wgatlyer boardsg 3 -
12, As @{G‘v{er in charge had becprunable to get iron doors 814 to he ema,le $hd

.~ deptors’ cells ad be}(gmable';é proyide them, I ex@glned to thd Jalgr¥he% uref to; be

Celan § Hor

P!ﬂ?keﬂ Inp rﬁnvsp o P‘%]'Em Q‘é’ors,«’a plank bemo"fsmoved ?j’ th p\;;ogg Izur
dcsu'ed that al'ls of the wards grould lze immediately ‘gaped and wﬁte- hed Jvﬁb. {u {

re:b ;epar wa. .rf; A
he sigkness nnrmortdl/‘ o? %he Jail connues%wh tlriclud‘ef J riou cases,
l’rom the p;,{so 1hm e wall ‘put those from¥ 0 lg fta f lelhﬁ ro
ngs 1 fan aJd nojiing t%!what I}AVB al;:a’fly repeatedly Sald onz heaﬂubj;&ct oﬁthi moﬂa iy

m Qx 3 o3 £
: 7‘“1 ape frou?ale ho 1 ly takgn‘ lace, j er'zi am%d

h 1t
faCces he roofo'l’ the bujding by meaps of a ¢ ghe old it:nt p ﬂ
}:rd e‘tf);,remo;;d"ol' Mafter was san:goned H agd the S%swns dzem arﬁe ;sfreq’este
" t6 calfdie. Bwn’ yatttf'om to the Iy s;pctor Genera{s’ClrculAr, No. ﬁl, c}lmo indJ alﬁrsraly

Fpgrmﬁ logse qfucles, whfch mig Hacxl:fate tha'éscapeqf pri ers;io‘l'/ a!out he?nsdn.

{ enclosures. Q‘ Z’ if‘ﬁ {’ltj w&réﬁt.
..r PRl § found a Eurasfan convict, sentenced to figorous imprisopment; ,glo D

X S et e e b} U g et G b uﬂ&hg'haa I washnforme 1
'~ been employed in “looking after” the Smiths and Carpenters. ~ The Jailor on being told that b

had not carried out the sentence faithfully, remarked that-since his appointment the man had been
| in hospital, but that he was very useful as a check on the priso s,&c ; he was hf rmed that the
: pusorer was not to be employed to do his work, but that a tr rs“fei‘ of vtlus pnst& to Ootaca-
_mtnd, or o the Lovedale gano would be made, where the maff’ Wlll be employedﬂ‘col‘dmg to his
physical powers. » 7
: 16. The Jailer said there was dlfl'culty in suppl_yng fresh and 'Eood water,‘owmf' to the
detailing of the gangs to the ne‘nJIl ,g.n the s slem of‘?uar mrfppcludmo' the sending
_ out of small gangs for the purpose‘ ﬁthmwy e lgjye ’lv;rcome b}v waling every second
prisoner returmng from labor brmrr with.him a pot of wate g

S P ) (True Extract
RS - 5" (arf?.ecg;:r KOLIDE, ~
" { ﬁ 2‘% Imgecﬁr Geseral of Jails,
. . z ™ ‘ * f‘" ’ ¢
. L On ,mtu lu;mf lltﬂ‘ﬂanuar 1*5"5,1%"38 sz;‘f

" ' ‘E W W oy
et s Mr Rohdes lette wxll bv; cothmafhicafed to thf?.uﬁlﬁ Woxkaepgttment.
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