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- Ordered that the foreaomo Ietter be submitted for the mformatxon of Government in the

. _— . (TrueVDxtracb) ‘ T 4‘

Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department

| 2nd August 1864. - S 4
No. 35. . Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th July 1864,
" No.4,676, - .
Read the following letter from the Collector of Tanjore, dated Point Calimere, 30th June 1864, ;
. No. 236 :— ’

1. With" reference to the Board’s Proceedings -dated the 16th February 1863, No.— T

directing me to report on the alleged cutting of the ‘\.Iarakall\arayar bank, I have the honor to

State as follows. ‘ . ‘ e A ST EIE

2. The village of Ovarikudi in the T:rutarapundl Télug is an extensive vxllafre without
any drainage whatever. meg to the heavy rains which fell in November 1862, the entire vil-- 3. 70
lage was undér water toa considerable dept,h, and the villagers having no other means of relief, it ‘
appears did as was customary make an opening in the right bank® of the Marakalkaraiyar, and
which flows close to the east of their lands, . For so doing six persons were -indicted before
Deputy Collector T. Muttusami Aiyar on a cbargé of  Mischief” under Section 432 of the Indian
Penal Code ; but in the course of the trial it was fully established that the "accused had no "L
other means of draining their lands, and that it was customary for them to- cut the bink when E
nccem'y arose therefor, and further that a surplus channel intended to be provided for their v11-
l"we, and, ia order to obviate the necessity for so doing, had been left incomplete owing to some:
oppoasition on the part of the Mirassidars of Ovarur; thtouah which village the channel had to be _ *
cut. It was thus placed beyond doubt that in consequence of their having no other means for v
draining their ficlds, the villagers of Ovarikudi were obligd 9 have recourss to their customary i v ,
means of relief. Under these circumstances, the Doputy Magistrate had no alternative but to . s

acquit the prisoners of the offence with which they were charged. B coe
3. The queqzxon ofprowdmfr drama're ta ths vxl'aﬂ'e of OvamLudx has been “under dlaCUS- iy N

sion since the ycar 1853, and has formed the su,b_]ect ofa len(rthened corre,pondence between this
dea”tment and the Department Public Works, In that year an Estimato was prepared for L
s piving it ‘anurplua oh;mncl- Scveral tunuels across the um.rvenm'r ‘channels were construsted, - s
and the channel which had besn partly excavated was left incomplete, -owing, as “stated’ above,

to the objections raised by the Mirassidars of the said Qvarur, through which the remaining part
of the channel had to be carried. This contmued until 1853 after whtch the questlon appears s

o

to have been dropped. : . - fat
4. Trom inguiries, however, now made, it appears that the erassxdars of Ovarur have no.

objections to carrying the channel throush their village, providad that cerbain modxﬁcauons are S
made in the work, and I shall again address the Superintending Enrrmeﬂr on the S‘Jblect' with & : e

view to havmw the matter ﬁually and definitely settled o R D '{.~ ‘ ey

. [

Public Works Department, wzt.x reference to the Order in that Department dated 12th

February 1863, No. 358, "
‘ : (A true Copy and Extract.) ‘ :
S , Do (Slgned) W. HUDLESTON, Secrelary.

No. '36. - OmoER THEREON, 2ad August 1864, No. 2,198. ”;,' L
' Commumcated to the Supermtendmg Engmeer, 6th Dmsxon. o A L

. S
RGeS o

W T (ngned) J. H. M. SHAW STEWART, Major, R. E., -
o ‘ o L . Deputy Secretary to Governmen[
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