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Proceedings of the Madras Government, .‘Pz)bl_z'c Works Department,
R 18th January 1864, =~ T

No. 319. Read the following letter from J. W. B. DYKES, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to
. '# Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Nellore, 21st December 1863, No, 35 :~= .
©. Sir, ) . ] :

. "L.- The Board of Revenue under date the 21st September 1859, circulated certain rules
that had been prepared by the Chief Engineer, for the guidance of Revenue and Village Officers
as regards the protection of works of irrigation. . ]

2, The rules'provided that all calingulahs or escapes should be cleared before the 15th
October,xing bunds should be formed by village labor when a tank is breached, and Tahsildars
should report to Collectors all cases of neglect of ordinary measures for the safety of . tanks, and
warn the people that no claims for remission would in such cases meet with attention, &e.

-=.8.  The rules were published in the District Gazette of the 7th October 1859, and from
that date have been enforced. .

4. This year, the last week in October, I observed the Nellore Ryots had closed the escape
of this tank® In accordance to orders, I made them clear it. And the Board in their Proceed-

ings of the 14th instant, No. 7,879, having ruled, that I have put a wrong construction on the

Circular, I have the honor to request, that you will be so good as to submit for the orders of
Government, whether I could construe it otherwise. :

5.  The Board do not understand from the papers communicated to them, that any
¢ question of supply for revenue purposes isat issue.”” I need scarcely add, in clearing an escape,
that, in this respect, they are correct. But, when the Board go on to observe that the point for
the decision of Government is, whether the Engineer or myself is the more competent judge in a
professional matter, I beg to dissént. Isubmit that this is not the question. Such a question
- has pever been mooted by me either inthe correspondence now referred to or elsewhere. Afd
the question for decision is would I have been justified in allowing the escape to be closed before
the month was out, when the orders received through the Board’s own Office expressly ruled that
all tank escapes should be cleared by the 15th of October, I presume all will admit, for the
MONSO0N. : -

6. The question which raised the correspondence was, whether it was necessary for me fo
give intimation to the Officer in charge of the tank and Anicut irrigation, of the orders I had
jssued. Whether it was'necessary for me to tell him I was carrying out orders. I am of opinion,
it was not. He was on the spot and should in fact have told me, brought to my notice as Col-

lector, that the Ryots were disobeying a positive order of Government. Whilst, if I had counte- .

_nanged such disobedience of orders, if I had allowed the escape to be closed and the tank had
breached, I beg to submit for consideration, whether I should not have been held and justly held
responsible for the result. - C )

7. I was thinking of sending the correspondence now submitted by the Board for the con- - '

siderition of Government as showing, in the opinion of the professional Officer on the spot, how
closely this fine Nellore tank and Anicut irrigation are connected. The Véviletipad tank,
referred to in the Assistant Engineer’s letter of the 20th October, is fed by the first section of the
Krishnapatnam Canal, and, itself an Inim reservoir, is the channel of communication with a fine
sheet of more profitable irrigation below.. And in connection with the question of whether the
results of Anicut irrigation can properly be estimated without including the Nellore tank im
the calculations, I beg you will be so good, now the correspondence has been submitted, as to
bring it forward as evidence that will justly have peculiar weight. .

No. 350. ORDER THEREON, 18th January 1864, No. 172.

1. Thé attention of the Collector will be requested to the views of Government expressed
in Proceedings dated 24th December 1863, No. 3,819.

2. By paragraph 2, Chapter XI of the Public Works Code, Collectors .are allowed an
authoritative voice on all questions connected with Public Works in their Districts, except so far
as they relate to professional and Departmental points. The matter now at issue was cleatly
one of a professional character, involving as it did a decision of the question as to the capability
of the Nellore tank to receive with safefy a larger supply than can be retained while the calin-

_gulah is kept open. - It is observed that the Officer in charge of the Range intimated to the Col-

“Yector that it would be positively injurious to keep the head sluice and calingulah open at the

~ same time, and he therefore requested to be made acquainted with the orders given with regard to
the regulation of the latter, adding his own opinion that it was desirable to prevent the calin~
gulah from further discharging. Notwithstanding the opinion thus expressed, Mr. Dykes
appears to have considered that it was Lieutenant Smith’s duty only to look to the supply of the
tank, forgetting it would seem that it was useless to throw water in at one end of the tank
while it was permitted to flow freely out at the other, depositing n its course, to the injury of
the tank, any silt that it might have in suspension. '

- (True Extraet.) .

)Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
' Secretary to Governmeni.

To the Board of Revenue,

 Collectore of Nellore. .

,» Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division. = -
,» Revenue Department. -

2

Exd. S. T. Aogustin. L

N
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No. 3794

From : .
W HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue.

Tt v

4 - PR R Lo ‘.'? S 5 . o ‘ ; i : TO . -
o IR LT BRI IR oo ‘ -All Collectors. : o ' e
- ! ‘ . . o : Siz, ‘ >

LY

In forwarding to you the accompanying rules for the protection of works of irrigation prepared e
by the Chief Engineer, for the guidance of revenue and village officers, I am directed by the Board of 0 B
S S A : g o . R : _ Revenue to request, that you will direct the talook and village officers to adopt them in practise, and
B o S : ' ' ; ! ' to notify them widely in the villages, publishing them also in your District Gazette. _
Reveste Boarp OFFICE, } I have the honor to be,

\
.
L g

L o 7 . o o L C : Fort St. George, Str, -
® - o 7 - R . : . _ 21st September 1859. Your most obedient servant,
‘ . ) (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Acting Secretary.

- i : OLRDERS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF REVENUE AND VILLAGE OFFICERS FOR THE PROTECTION OF WORKS
: : - OF 1RRIGATION.

- A , . . - ' / 7
N ) : : co : E g e : . 1. Before the 15th October all Calingalahs are to be cleared. _
s : e LT o : S . , 2. The bunds of tanks are to be carefully inspected and holes or other trifling damages repaired

- o T e T T e, agcordillg to established eustom. .
) R . . . . e . iﬁ . L 3. 'When heavy rain falls the Taliaris shall be sent to watch the bunds and shall immediately re-

i ’ port any appearance of danger, . .

S . s S _ - : : " 4. The Moonsiffs or other village officers shall inspect the tanks as often as possible. . _
' ' ' ) . | ‘5. When a breach appears likely to happen the village coolies shall be summoned and employed :
I L o ) ? : in the usual means of preventing it. : . :
" . i 6. Notice of danger shall be sent in good time to the nearest subordinate of the Department
Public Works. : ~ ,
N BN . o ' 7. When a breach has taken place the village coolies shall be at once employed in forming a ring
SRR S e . oyl N . ' bund to save the cultivation. ) ,
8. The Executive Engineer will see that all work is duly and fairly paid for, except those trifling
, » | repairs which the people are bound to perform, and which the Revenue officers are empowered and
\ o RN - ) R o ‘ ’} ' required to enforce. . .
T S N S . . L : 9. 'The Tahsildars shall without fail report to the Collector all cases of neglect of ordinary mea-
\ ' . o S o : : oo , sures for the safety of tanks, and shall warn the people that no claims for remission of revenue will
K . o ¥ S - ‘ - ' in such circumstances meet with attention. _ A :
L : ) e e o S o 3 © 10. Tahsildars and their subordinates shall visit as many tanks as possible before and during the ‘e
T ’ S L o monsoon to see that these orders are carried into effect. . : :
) e R o AT o : , 7 11. These orders shall apply to river channels, annicuts, sluices, &c., as far as circumstances
T - S o o ) . S f‘ ) . o ~ allow. ' . : : . T -t
R o S 7 o 0 ' _ S " (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
‘ ' » Acting Secretary,
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