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L ports. ‘T conclude therefore that I am not far wrong in supposing that there were good grounds -
- for the original selection of Toudy in preference to Vuttanam a few miles distaat.
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Proceedmg: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
16tk January 1864,

_ No. 332.- - Read the following letter from Captain F. J. MOBERLY, R. E., Superintending

Englneer, 8th Divison, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E, Secretary to Government,

Department Public Works, dated Thovaruncooroochy, 5th January 1864, No 1,600 : —
Sir, . ¢ .

= 1. Referrmg to Govemment Order, No. 3,808 of the 23rd ultimo, I have the honor to 7

observe that Mr. Levinge has in his letter No, 263, to the Secretary Revenue Board unfalrly
thrown on me the responsibility of selecting Tondy a.s the terminus of a salt road.

2. Heasserts truly that Tam new to the District, and I am therefore at a loss to understand
how I have opposed the views of his and my predecessors who must have laid out the road to

- Tondy tome years ago, and approved the Estimates framed by Captain Ryves in June, Septem-

.~ ber and November 1861 fot thelr 1mprovement. There is also & maintenance grant for thu
. road.

‘8. My only reason for selectm«r this road ﬁrst. was that it had been already begun by

~ Mr. Levinge’sand my predecessors, and that I considered it sound policy to complete one road
- before I began another. In this I am supported I believe by the opinion of Government ; further

I beg to observe that I have but forwarded the opinion of my predecessor in office, who con-

E sidered the constructlon of the direct road vii Ramnad as impossible except at an enormous

cost. -
. 4, In paragraph 9 of hls letter Me. L°v1nae acknowledges that Tondy is the second of his

‘I'am not aware, that I ever proposed to give up the line by Nattam to Dindigul, 1

v Sdld that if it were worth makmc' asa salt hne, it would be better economy to toke it from
ST l‘npattoor t0 the Tondy road at Terruvampett so as to avoid the heavy cost of 2 roads near one
) anuther across the black cotton and soil near the coast.

7~ . 6." I'should not for one moment have hesitated on the subject had the road been already

: made, as the Revenue Board in the 3rd paragraph of their endorsement appear to believe, when

lhey urge the repair and mamtenance of the road.
- 7. The road is not in existence, and will cost on an average Rupees 2,000 per mile to

T construct. - The Government are I believe not aware of this; and I bez their re-consideration of
- ” the subject with this further information that probably Rupees 1,80,000 will bo needed belore

there is any thing that I can be fairly called on to repair and maintain,and that this expenditure

e wxll only be made about the time that the great Southern of India Railway will be open.

- 8./ This argument does not apply to the road from Ramnad to Madura, which is a main line

mdependent of the salt traffic; but Rupees 2,00,000 will be required for its construction, and if

the Government agree with Mr. Levinge, it will be perhaps advisable to stop the Shevagunga

-~ and Tondy road and commencs the other.

9. Estimates shall be prepared for making all the lines named by Government; but I beg -
to point out that in the allotment this enormous amount of work is thrown upon a single Super-

vnsor who ha.s the genera.l charge of the Zemindaries,

" No833. . .. Omoem THEREON, 16th January 1864, No. 164.

“To the Superintending Engineer, 8th Division,

. Exd; T. Dunn.

Recorded w1th reference to G. O, No, 53, dated 7th Jauua.ry 1864.
' ’ (Trne Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES, A. ORR, Colonel R.E,
Secretary to Governmest.
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