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:{ Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Public Works Department,
' 6th July 1863.

" No.-77.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military De-
partment, dated 29th June 1863, No. 2,107 :—

Approving, for in;meditte exec:i]tiot‘:, ) 1fdf thetoEsﬁmato ;:f
Rupees 38,100 for erecting the bu ings o contain the . e . -
Rapen ot of Incorporating Mills st the Gun Powder (Vide Military Proceedings, 29th June 1863,
Manufactory, Madras. Nos. 568-569.)

No. 78. ORrDER THEREON, 6th July 1863, No. 1,764.
1. Communicated to the Superintending Engineer 4th Division for information and
guidance. :

2. Captain Prendergast will be good enough to report whether stone might not be used
in the construction of the buildings instead of brick, and whether in the event of funds being
~ provided, the work could be completed by the end of the current year.

(Signed) W. I BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.
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o MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
‘ PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Read the following letter ;= - oL
From the Acting Superintendingrﬁngimer, 4th Division, Madras, 12th June 1863, No. GO1 ; .to
the Secretary to Government, Public. Works Department, Chepauk. :
With reference to the Orders of Government, No. 396, of the 16th Fcbruary 1863, I have
the honor to submit an Lstimate of Rs. 38,100

- g, ] for erecting the Buildings to contain thesecond

t " One Letter, No. 135, dated 8}k Juue 1863, with set of Incorporating Mills at the Gun Powder _ -
¢ oneaccompanyment. - . - -

i

13

Enclosures.
One Absiract Estimale. Manufactory, I have specially to bring to notice ™
One Leiter, No. 2977, dated 19th March 1863. .the increased rate of brick-work, caused by

. One Specification. ) ) ' the price of bricks, being Rupees 12 per thou-
Three Plans. -

» sand ; in an Order of 13th  March 1862,
No. 434, Government concur with the District Engineer, that superior matetials will be requir-
ed for the parts of the Building on which heavy Machirery will be supported, and that every
'precamion should be used in its erection. This was in reference to the Buildings for the st set
of Iucorporating Mills, and in consequence, 2 good Brick was used throughout, at the rate of
Rupees 9 per thousand.

: 2. An agreement was entered into for the supply of bricks for these Buildings, at tho
last mentioned rate : but from doubts being entertained, as to whether the second set of Build-
ing.s would be sanctioned also ; provision is not made for the bricks now’ required. The attempt
to renew the agreement has been unsuccessful ; the Supplier who made the bricks complains of

* having lost money, and persistently refuses to give Bricks of the same description, for less than

. Rupees 12 the thousand. The Bricks are the best that have been used on Government works in

- Madras, the next best which were made for the fortifications at Rupees 7-8 per thousand, being

. much inferior: and I would recommend sanction being given for the increased price, as an excep-

 tional case ; because the Mills are considered an important work that should not be delayed, and

| because we shall obtain for certain, a very good brick from the same supplier, who has already

: made them, and can therefore make them again. By going into the open market, we 1un the ~

i risk of failure: it is possible that a Tender might be givenin, at a lowerrate ; but we have no cer-
tainty of a Contractor supplying an equally good brick in the required quantity and time. Adver-
tisewents have recently been published by a Brick-making Company, and I detained the Esti-
mate, in order that I might ascértain, if good bricks could be obtained from them, at a lower
""cost. The Company will give bricks, 8 inches by 4 by 21, at 10 Rupees per thousand ; while the
Supplier will give a larger sized brick of 9 inches, by 45 by 23, for Rupees 12 the thousand. The

. price of the former, compared with the latter bricks, is as 1 to J,%, while the sizeisas 1 to 14}.
. The Company’s bricks are Machine made, and very neat in appearance: but they contain a large
! quantity of sand, and are not so well mixed or so well burnt as the Supplier’s. The Supplier is
paid only for the number of  whole” bricks actually delivered at the Powder Mills, no broken or

* part-brick being accepted ; whereas the Company’s bricks are delivered at their Works, five miles .

off, and all breakage or loss on the road, falls on this Department. Again,dealing with the Supplier, e
we reserve to ourselves the power of rejecting all bricks which are not considered to be up to the .-
~ standard, in quality or shape; and thus we are secured from having any bad bricks on oue -
_hands. On full consideration, I am of opinion, that to ensure economy, by using good material,

, it will be of advantage to pay Rupees 12 for the bricks which by experience have been found
. to be very good ones. The Abstract Estimate now submitted has accordingly been revised at
. this rate, and advantage has been taken of comparing the similar set of Buildingsin progress, in
* making this Estimate correct in its details.
3. 1 have already reported,* that of the sumof Rupees 5,000, allotted from the Reserve
Fund of last year, only Rupees 742, was actu-
ally paid away on the 30th Aprl 1863, and
g ) that Rupees 10,000, granted for the current
year, may be well laid out on the lower parts of the Buildings.

[
1y
S
i
5
3

i ®No, 299 of 22nd May 1863.
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