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Proceedmg: of the Madra: Governnient, Public Works Department
29th June 1863, '

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel S. 0. E. LUDLOW, R.E.,
Acting Consulting Engineer Irrigation and Canal Company, to Colonel W, I. BIRD.
WOOD, R. E., Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated Saint
Thomé, 18th June 1863, No. 21 :—

' Siz,
1. T have the honor to bring to the special notice of Government, that the Agent’s Cash

No. 658

and Store accounts from September 1862 have not been received as yet by this Office, though |

. hig attention has been repeatedly drawn to the necessity of their speedy submission.

2. From the enclosed copies of correspondence®

* ?:m ‘Ef,f“ d‘::ed iy A:gm 18::2 ‘1"' 1},‘;_ between myself and the Agent, you will observe that

g:om g: » 213:1? Mach 1363 " 3;’:‘ a change in the period of rer.ldering the cash #nd

. From do. ,, 26th ,, ~ ,, , 1,487. gtore accounts was proposed in the Agent’s letter

Too do. o Apil o s dated 2nd August 1862, and my reply to it of the

7th idem clearly pointed out to him, that it was not feasible to carry out that change without

subjecting to some modification the general scheme of accounts, which received bis own con-

eurrence, before the sanction of Government was given to its adoption. In his rejoinder he

fully admitted my objection to his proposal, and informed me that he had in consequence
directed the preparation of his accounts according to the sanctioned forms.

3. But in March 1563 when I drew the Agent’s attention to the great delay in the submiss
sion of his accounts; he said that it was entirely owing to his accounts being required to be sub-
initted accordmo' to the sanctioned forms; ahd that as long as this system was permitfed to con-
tinue, the same delays and dificulties would continually arise. He assigned no reasons however

in support of this statement, I therefore requested him in my letter of the 9th April 1863 to

favor me with a full and clear explanation of his reasons, and of the modification he would
wish to be made in the several forms of accounts in order to carry out the change proposed
by him, but I have not been furnished as yet with these particulars, though in my subsequent
letter dated 20th May 1863 I pointed out to him that it was highly desirable to have the sub-
jéctin questxon settled as early as possible, and that I was unable to lay it before Government
without the pafticulars required from him. Y

4. Iherebeg to observe that there is nothing in the clrcumstances now urged by the Agent,
which could not have been represented in his letter of the 12th August 1862 replying to my
objectwn to carry out his proposal and had he done so at that time without having coincided
with my opinion, the subject in question would bave been l4id before Government and theit
decision obtained ere this.

3. The object of the present letter is simply to bring to the notice of Government the great

delay in the submission of the Company’s accounts from September 1862, and to show that itis not .

attributable to any avoidable delay in this Office. I shall address Government again on the
subject as soon as I am furnished with the Agent’s reasons for the change he proposes in the
present system of accounts as, until then, I am unable to offer my opinion thereon ; but in the
meanwhile I confess that I do not myself anticipate any such difficulties as are stated by the
Agent as likely to arise from the preparation of his accounts according to the sanctioned forms.

No. 639. : Ogper THEREON, 20th June 1863, No. 1,708.

The Consulting Enginegt will be requested to inform the Agent that the Government
expect that the Cash and Store accounts, which are long overdue will be submitted without
further delay. . Any MOdIﬁCEthDS of sanctioned forms which the Agent may desire to suggest

, lhould be submitted for the orders of Government in the usual course,

(Signed) w. L. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E,
Sm'ctary to Gorernmenl.
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