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Praceedings of the Madras Government Public Works Department,
© i 22ad June 1863, ’

s

No. 491. Read the following: letter from Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKER, R. E,
Superintending Engineer 7th Division, to Colonel W. I, BIRDWOOD, R. E., Secre-
tary to Government, Department Public Works, dated Coimbatore, 9th June 1863,

No. 17 1
S1r,
1. Asrequested in the last paragraph of the accompanying letter I submit it, in original,
. for the orders of Government; as I am unable, on
Malabar Collector’s No. 1,798 of 4th June 1863, grounds which [ have fully detailed for Mr. Ballard's

information, to authorize the widening to eighteen feet
of the Taénbracherry Ghat,with the sum of Rupees 6,000 sanctioned by Government and not more
than suflicient for opening it to twelve feet. I have ordered the preparation of the Estimates for
opening to eighteen feet, and detailed Assistant Overseer Campbell from the Karkoor Ghat works,
(necessarily in abeyance during the monsoon) to attend to them; and beyond that the orders
of Government do not permit me to go. I shall be very glad if Mr. Ballard’s representations
result in placing at our disposal for widening to eighteen feet as much as Lieutenant Kennedy
can get through in the season; say Rupees 14,000 in adflition to the Rupees 6,000 already
sanctioned. DBut even in that case, if the details of our operations are left in my hands, I shall
not instruct Lieutenant Kennedy to widen to eighteen feet, till a uniform width of twelve feet
throughout has been attained. )
* 2, In the first place I am convinced that for a traffic chiefly in one direction, and under
proper restrictions, a width of twelve feet is very 'pra.ctically useful. By proper restrictions I
mean, limiting down-traffic to the hours between mxdmghf and noon, and up-traffic to the other
twelve ; and making return cattle, without loads, continue to use the old line, Secondly, I
object to widen to eighteen feet duri‘ng the monsoon mont.h.s of June, July and August ; personal
experience having proved to me that the soil becomes positively u.mvorka.bl? when much handled
in such heavy weather. Thidly, in the want of personal acquamtarfce with the Ghét I am at
a loss to reconcile paragraph 6 of of Mr. Ballard’s present letter, stating *“ that the Gh4t is ten

“ feet now throughout the greater part of its length,” with the apparently discrepant testimony
given in paragraphs3, 4, 5 of his letter to Government No. 42 of 24th April. T think he has

over-shot the mark, and been led away into special pleading, to carry out a matter of detail
which he has at heart, but about which I consider him in the wrong,

Sm—n—————

No. 492. OrpER THEREON, 22nd June 1863, No. 1,623,

Government will await Colonel Walker’s Estimate for widening the trace to eighteen feet.

(Signed) W. I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R, E.,
Secretary to Qovernment,
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