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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 3rd May 1862. -
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. No. 10%. Read the following letter from Iieutenant-Colonel J. CARPENDALE, Acting
Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel \WW. H. HORSLEY,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 25th April
1862, No. 12,947<— ‘
: SIr,
I have the honor to submit a letter of the 15th instant, from the District Engineer of the
1 Tetter from tho District Engincor Presidency on the subject of the constant reference made to him
K;ﬁlldf;g’ No. 2,966, dated 15th  for the repair of Punkahs in the numerous Military and Civil
' buildings at Madras. The circumsrances under which the con-
structlon and the repair of the Punkahs generally was entrusted to the Department Public
Works will be found detailed in Order of Government No. 850 of the 12th April 1859. I do
. not wish ro raise any objection to the system therein ordered as regards the Provinces. At up
country stations it will no doubt be always desirable that professional aid should be given in
designing, constructing, and hanging Punkahs, but it does appear to me most objectionable that
the time of Engineer Officers in responsible situations at the Presidency, with important works
to engage them, should be even ina small degree occupied with such trifles ; and when it is
remembered that ordinary wear and tear of the numerous Punkahs at the Premdency must be
. asource of perpetual references to the District Engineer, I think it will be admitted that the
Department Public Works should be entirely relieved of such daty at the Presidency. There is
a Barrack Master to superintend the work, and there are numbers of Cabinet makers and Car-
penters competent to do it ; and I strongly recommend, that like all other fixtures in public
buildings at the Presidency, the charge of the Punkahs may be made over to the Barrack Master.
I think the reference instanced in the last paragraph of the District Engineer’s letter is a suffi-
cient argument of itself for the proposed change.

. Sonperetat

From Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. HITCHINS, District Engineer, Presidency, to the Deputy
Chief Engineer, Central Circle, dated Madras, 15th April 1862, No. 2,966.
Sir, - .

1. I have the honor to bring to your notice that the time of my Department is given up to

a greater extent than I consider advisable to the repair of Punkahs in the numerous public build-

ings at the Presidency, and I would beg to suggest that as there are hundreds of Shopkeepers at

Madras that would be happy to contract for such work, the Barrack Master should make his own
arrangements, not only for repairing, but making up new Punkahs.

2, 'Ican understand that in the Provinces where it would be difficult to find competeut
contractors to perform such work, that the Department Public Works should be called upon to
give their assistance ; but it really appears unnecessary that any such assistance should be rendered
by my Department at the Presidency where there are so many Cabinet makers, whose work
people are more accustomed to that description of work than my Subordinates could possibly be.

3. The buildings supphed with Punkahs are about a hundred or I might say a thousand to
one gompared with any station in the Provinces, and it consequently occupies the time and
attefition of my Subordinates to a greater extent than could be imagined by any one not person-

allyédgnizant of the matter.

4. The accounts are also complicated by executmg such work ; for all disbursements have
to be kept under the head of advances and only recovered after some time when Bills have been
subnntted to the Barrack Master, who obtains the order for payment direct from Government.

’ 5. I may mention the other day that the’ Brigade Major actually sent a Punkah Puller’s

. Billet to my Office to be painted and numbered, and I think you will agree with me that such
trifling work should not occupy the time and attention of an Engineer's Department, wherte there
are much more important matters always tommanding my attention.

e e ey

No. ‘105, ‘ ORDER THEREOY, 3rd May 1862, No. 941.
Referred to the Barrack Master for report.

(Signed) W.H. HORSLEY, Lxeut -Colonel,
* Secretary to Government]
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