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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
‘ 23th March 1862

No. 479. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Goovernment in the Pubﬁs Works
P Department, dated 21st March 1862, No. 516 : —

Passing orders on certain papers relating to the Establishment Vide Publie S T
of the Seven Wells water works, and the collections made} ( Match l;bslécz VVVorks.\;ﬂoPm ?Cd”’gss st
and expected to be made by the "supply of water, 5 Nos, 370—372,)

No. 480, ORrDER THEREON, 28th March 1862, No, 692. :
Ordered to be communicated to the Collector of Madras through thg Board of Revenue. ¢
,  (Signed) C. G. MASTER,
. - : ‘ Deputy Secretary to Government,
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Pusuic Works Depantment,
Publie.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
Read the following letters:— : -

From the Chief Engineer.

Reports upon saveral propositions relating to the establish-
ment of the Seven Wells Water Works, and tho eolleutions} (Here enter 2nd November 1861, No. 6,804,)
made and expected to be made by the supply of water. p e i

Read again Proceedings in the Military Department, dated 15th February 1862, No. 506
and recorded in Proceedings Public Works Department, dated 19th February 1862, No. 268 :

Declining to rescind order withdrawing the Military Guard from the Cistern on the North
Esplanade, and sanctioning an establishment of Lascars at 50 Rupees a month instead.

Read also the following letter from the Deputy Chief Engineer, Ceatral Circle :—

Submits letter from Commissioner of Police reporting the?)
practicability of sapplying a Police Gaard for theabore} (Here enter 28th February 1862, No. 11 ,012))

water cistern at a monthly cost of 37 Rupees,

e e

Orper THEREON, 2lst March 1862, No. 516.

1. From the foregoing report of the Chief Engineer, the Government learn that the
establishments kept up at the Seven Wells, for working those reservoirs and supplying water to
‘the Military and gther Departments and the public in general, consist of the following items
aggregating Rupees 660-12-9 per mensem, or Rupees 7,929-9-0 per annum, i. e. supposing the
temporary Picottah Men to be maintained throughout the year. Including however, difference
between the bazar rates and the compensation rates for rice supplied to the Picottah men, and
contingencies, it is observed that the total cost may be set down at Rupees §,829-9.0 per

annun.
Nature of charge. Per mensem. | Per meﬁsem. Total
: per annum,
RS. A. P RS. A, P.l RS, AG :
I. Permanent establishment ... ... - f 41412 9
1L Regimental  do. e Tadsa st s A ol o
~IlL. Extra Picottah Men for supplying cistern in
~ Monument Esplanade ... ... .. o 0 0

3 T L S T e WAL | | 0,
' Bellows Boy .. o .. . 8 Oi

V. Temporary Picottah Men for hot season ... 8 0 0

f—————t 105 0 0

45 ,
el 55518 9
8
8
21
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x
660 12 -9 7,929

VI. Difference between bazar and compensation rates for rice for Picottah M gy

~ as provided for in Supplemental Budget... ... ... .. .. .. ..0. 396 0 0

VIL. Contingencies at 42 Rupees per mensem ... ... ... .. o L 4 0 0
' Totsl...| 8529 9 0

2. From paragraph 6 of the Chief Engineer's letter, it is
observed that the first three items, aggregating Rupees 555-12.9
have been sanctioned by the Government of India;* sc tha;
‘provision has to be made for the remaining two items of the Seven

Wells establishment, viz., the Blacksmith and Bellows Boy,} and

{‘g‘“ “_ ¥ the temporary Picottah Men for the hot season.

"8 Itis explained that the Blacksmith and Bellows Boy originally formed part of the
establishment of the Commandant of Engineers, under whom indeed the Seven Wells were
formerly worked. On the creation of the office of Garrison Engineer in subordination to the




head of ti i :
Gani:o“ I]S“Piunbhc Works Department, the Seven Wells were placed under the charge of th
o e unirt’:;:, a(!;}(‘l s;)éass'ed from\;nder the control of the Military Department lﬁ that o:'
. ief Engineer. hen applicati :
SEoxsanid : pplication was sometime bef h
Engineers; and \:rsheense:lv?mls t:henOf;elonged R th); Commanl:l]:nl: Z{
ks iis latter cer subse |
establishm ig quently reported on i i
o dOi::r:;;the loxa}tl sla‘ht of the fact that the services of the Blm:ktm\ill:I :::ul;"ltlm °th'3 0‘;“
o i ifa: :d :.c:event:Vell.?. would still be needed there, and according‘lzy(i,::ludzl"t:el:
on: thus they eame to be un i A
conseguence of thi : provided for in eith - T
gent ;ills. :Vl:::st:as(:‘|l-h :" i salasies of these men were after that dav:rc;:l: \:1::_;':?: l; n:il::
D ke Beuo‘:s Bne bl&ngmeer became aware of this fact, he applied m{lh“e the ;lack-
- A ) oy rought on the permanent establishment; but the G s
services had been ordered to be dispensed with w,ished it : bovcmlm'emt;
: E : i
. I;rxoco-xh,,g, Military Departent, how these Bel:vanls came to be retained in . c 444 Nll“-"
st May 1867, No. 1,887 otdern® Jtisl contravention of their
hli o no;ed bw in answer to this call, that the present explanation
of maintaining the Blacksmith and Bellow: BO(:;) i}:a's = : ﬁ:'ded- iy i e
: , it is urged that thereis i
¥ e done biibas : constantly something to
gr:;hj‘al!’ 1861, No. 3347, P formert l‘;“l:)mcctt.al}s, viz., (as stated in the Chief Engineer’s
, repairing levers, buckets, &e., putting up bolts

o and clamps, maki .
this is a description of work that cannot w?l’l b: l;;:g il gt e s
en out on contract, as i i i
, s it requires the continual

presence of the Artificers on the s i

. ot, i. €., within th

ihis convee adebiad § pot, ’ in the compound of th :

g :&;:tnaw:u-lfd cost just as much, if not more; that for t:esgive“ We"!',lwlnle g

ook i th,e nh' i (‘lone on the spot by the Artificers furnished b m: reas‘on xt. adild nu_t»

the Seven Well o Je'cHO'D of the Mint Master incurring a e it e pOeLY
ells, and having it adjusted through the Public Worl::"l);h“l i o

epartment.

4, As there has been already a good

oy X . 2 good deal of confusion in ad

e ;s:;::l::lzlm;:;;c’:le é:uverumem agree that it will be Jrl:;::il:h:o(:“mc; . "h;

e s Boy performed independently of any other elubl'alvme gk

e i gm fot::“ §|.ven for requiring the constant presence of the e m;m% o

i hi armthe usfml Tabular Statement to the Govcrhmen:eo:‘l’r dl'mm _°“

it sk e haf-ksmnh and Bellows Boy may be brought on th b

ket reie im.u":d e:ta lishment. Pending the sanction of the Govef 3 P"m“‘“’_“t
: n account of these servants will be passed and char';:: n:s i lmi:i

, 4% Propo

by the Chief Engineer in para h i
Y B graph 21, against the isi
Finance in his Budget for the Seven Wells establish::::uon o S e

5. As to the extra Picottah men for
pa'rag-r'aph 12 ?f the Chief Engineer's letter, lh:lt]:r‘::g::::::’ h:he (‘:"“eﬂlmeﬂt.undenund frox
of Military Finance to provide for these men also, in addition tv° a,e: 1 ma‘.h: with the Controlles
his Budget for the Seven Wells establishment up to the uncti:ned Egtigm sy mads, o
year. 'To obviate any future inconvenience and difficulty, funds nhoel‘: “It S S
extra Picottah men for the whole year on the distinet understandin : -. SERE . ff the
is to be availed of only during those months when the services of t:;m Gk, S Egimition
needed to supplement the regular establishment. Whatever portiont::;:h o b. Sheclaraly
undrawn will thus be a saving to the Government. s
6. From paragraph 14 it is understood that, although i '
the extra Picottah men were sanctioned by Government ingp‘::z::ac:;?; :l?::'r;:d b f“”ﬂl\t e
17th August, the Civil Paymaster had not passed the salaries of the men beca;::?.dmg' <b
by the Chief Engineer, be did not feel himself justified in passing a ci’m‘ge lp};I;::;?c::'::d
e

Military Department ; but from the remaining portion of the same paragraph, the Governm
) ent

;tl;_se.zrve th:ft no further orders are required, as adverting to the eircumstance of the Controller
ilitary Finance making provision for the extra Picottah men in his Budget, arrangements have
been made with that authority to pass the Bills charging for these men

. The Water Cistern in tzzazo;;hof:%m}nde ha(s1 b;en hiIt)herto protected by a Military
o 8 - : 3 Naigue and three Privates, but as the Militar

= ?ék’:%zfrﬁgf“% 20th December  Department recentiy* decided that this is not a legitimate duty oyf

the Local Military Force, the Acting Deputy Chief Engineer of

Let ted 24th Ji 1802 : Gy
¥ Letter o anusry 1802, 4}e Central Circle, T finding 1t impracticable to provide otherwise

No. 9,788,
for the protection of the Cistern, out of an establishment

Conicopolies and Cock-turners, and Picottah men, proposed a guard of eight
Lascars ata monthly expense of 50 Rupees ;1 but at the same
#.  (ime begged that the order withdrawing the small Military

Lascars at 7 Rupees......... 14
Do. at6 ceer 36 guard might be rescinded, as he believed it would be difficult

Total. .50 with a guard of the nature proposed, to prevent collusion for the

—  private sale of the water to unauthorized parties. From the

second of the papers recorded above, however, it was observed that the Government in the
cind their order withdrawing the Military guard, and that

Military Department were unable to res
they therefore authorized the entertainment of the proposed establishment of Lascars at

50 Rupees a month, if arrangements could not be made to have a Police guard. The Deputy

Chief Engineer, Central Circle, having hereupon been required to communicate with the Com-
d ascertain whether a-guard could not be furnished from the local Police

Colonel Carpendale reports in the

consisting of but

«9
12
6

missioner of Police, an
ubstitation of the Military party heretofore supplied,
third paper recorded above, that the Commissioner of Police will be able to supply a guard of
ae and four Police Peons, relieved twice in the week, by a corresponding addition to
the Police force at an extra monthly cost of 37§ Rupees, or
et A g R 444 Rupees per annum, besides'an outlay at firstof Rupees 100-2:0
4 Peous at 7 Rupees .- i for dress and equipment. As the expense of a Police guard is
Per mensem... 37 thus much less than  that of the Lascar establishment proposed

AR by Colonel Carpendale, while by the constant relief of the party

the object of preventing collusive sale of water to unaunthorized
parties will be better attained, the Governor in Coancil resolves
2 Police gnazd (87 Rupees a month) in the Tabular Statement

about to be submitted to the Government of [ndia, and authorizes the disbursement of the sum
of Rupees 100-2.0 (required for the equipmentof the Peons) from such funds as may be available
in the Military Budget for sach purposes. ‘The substitution of 2 Police guard will, itis observed,
raise the cost of the ‘permanent establishment of the Seven Wells from Rupees 555-12-9 to

Rupees 613-12-9 or Rupees 58 in excess per mensem. Under the authority conveyed in the

Military Proceedings of the 15th February 1862, No. 596, for the entertainment of a substitute
he sanction of +he Government of India to the Tabular Statemént, the

will be requested to take charge of the Cistern at once, employing the

d by him for the purpose.

8. Ttonly remains now to consider the question as to the principle upon which the water
he Seven Wells should be charged for. It has been the practice hitherto to
8§ Annas a month for an ordinary potof water throughout the month ; and
t of Receipts and Charges now submitted, the average collections would appear
to be about 363 Rupees a month,|| from this source, while the
i f;g;irzg gr_o':‘g-:gg‘:f "° December - oost of supply is far greater. The Shipping however, have
2 hitherto been supplied free of charge, and as ina former Order
« s:d April 1858, No. 53.—VideChief of Government it had been ruled that the fees should be

Enginem-‘l letter #1st July 1861, . . E v
NoEg 947, paragraph augmented if found inadequate to cover the expense of supplying
the water, Lieutenant Tulloch (when in charge of the office of
Engineer) proposed, in lieu of raising the price of water supplied to private
nothing for their supplies of water; and he accord-

force 1n s

one Naig

e

Per annum .. 444

to include the cost of the propose

guard, and pending ¢
Commissioner of Police

additional force propose

supplied from t
charge the public
from the Statemen

Presidency District
individuals, to assess those who were paying
ingly suggested the propriety of charging the Shipping 8 Anuas for a boat load of water, and

the Arrack Distillery the same rates paid by private individuals. Eight Anvaswas fixed upon fora
boat luad, as each boat load consisted of 80 pots, equivalent to 1 ton of water, for which the



public was charged 8 Annas a month at thirty pots a month, In supportof the proposition to
charge the Shipping, it was reported that the Superintendent of Marine concurred in the
arrangement. In paragraph 4 of their Proceedings of the 17th August, Government thought
 the proposal to be fair, but remarked that the exact rate should be regulated by the cost
incurred in supplying the water.

9. In paragraphs 2 and 3 and 18 to 20 of his present letter, the Chief Engineer discusses
this question. The Seven Wells establishment is a Military necessity ; and the water supplied
from the reservoirs is principally consumed by the Garrison of Fort Saint George. The con-
sumption by the Military is estimated at about 9,954} tons per mensem, and 5,229} tons per
mensem by certain Civil establishments and the Shipping, as shown in paragraph 2 of the Chief
Engineer’s letter. 7T'aking the cost of the sanctioned establishment, Blacksmith and Bellows Boy,
and extra Picottah men (Rupees 660-12-9 per mensem), and applying it to the quantity of water

_issued, with the addition of 5 per cent. on the value of the Seven Wells property (1§ lac), the
Chief Engineer arrives at about 1§ Anna per ton as the cost to Government of the water
supplied. He therefore thinks it unfair to charge the public 8 Annas for what it costs the Govern-
mentonly 1} Anna per ton to supply ; but s to reduce the charge to the public without increasing
the sources of collection, would only make the present deficiency still greater, the Chief Engi-
neer proposes to charge the Shipping, Arrack Distillery, and other public Departments, for the

- water consumed by them at the actual cost, with a small addition to cover interest and depre-

* ciation, or 2 Annas a ton, or boat load.

10. The Government approve the proposed charge of 2 Annas instead of 8 for every
~ton of water supplied to private individuals and to the Shipping, and direct tha: the approved
rate be brought into operation from the lst May next. As to charging the Arrack Distillery
and other Public Departments, the Government think it is nothing but fair that when the cost
of the Seven Wells establishment is charged to the Militwy Department, that that Department
shonld obtain credits for the water supplied by it to all others as a set off against the cost of the
establishments kept up. Under this arrangement, it will not be necessary for the Arrack
Distillery and {éther Departments to pay actual money for the water supplied to them, but
they will be debited for the quantity of water received by each at the approved rate of 2 Annas
a ton, and the Military Department will receive a corresponding eredit in the public aczounts.
The money collected from private individuals and the Shipping will be paid into the Madras Bank
on behalf of Government, and entered in the public accounts to the credit of the Military
Department.
: 11.  Under this arrangement, the funds for the Seven Wells will be supplied wholly by
 the Military Department ; and if the present arrangement for supervising the working of the
establishment is to be continued as the most convenient, the necessary funds will be made over
from the Military Budget, and placed at the disposal of the Presidency District Engineer.

(True Extract.)

Lieut.-Colonel,

To the Chief Engineer.
»  Military Department.
»  Controller Military Fisance. : ’
" w  Accountant General.
- 3 ¢Ml Paymaster. 2
» Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Cirele.
»  Revenue Department.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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