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- I’roce’e‘dings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
1st April 1862.
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No. 1. Read the following Endorsement of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, dated
Chepauk, 26th March 1862, No. 11,941,

Read the following letter from Captain E. A. FOORD, District Engineer-South Arcot, te the
Deputy Chief Lingineer, Southern Circle, dated Cuddalore, Choman’s Choultry,
1st March 1862, No. 178 :—

Sir,
1. 1 have the honor to bring to your notice that the road from Chengamah to the Salem
«frontier has not yet been made. An estimate of Rupees 4,416
was sanctioned for this road on the 30th of October 1855. The
road was marked out in 1857, and then the work was suspended in consequence of the Mutiny.

Dudget No. 379, 1859.60.

2. 1 had a letter not long ago from the District Engineer of Salem, in which he informed
me that there was a good road from Singaripettah (near the frontier of this District) to a Rail-
way Station, and that there would soon be a good road from the same place to a second Railwz;
Station,

3. There is now a very fair road from Tindevanum, through Gingee, Trinamaly to Chengum,
but between Chengum and the frontier the road is in a bad state. Along this road all the Salt
trafiic passes from the Mercanum Salt Pans to the Salem District. It is also the only road that

_connccts uny part of the South Arcot District with the Railway.

4. The estimate isnot sufficient for completely making the road, for there are three streams
to be crossed, but it will suffice for cutting the side drains all the way, removing rock that is
met within three miles, clearing jungle and building ten or twelve small tunnels. I have had a
statement prepared showing exactly all the work required in each mile, and, in the event of the
estimate being sanctioned, the work that is most required will be done first.

. L. 1. Submitted for the information of Government, with the
1 Origioal letter, No. 178, dated lst . . e . .
March 1562, recommendation of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle,
o 4 . - .
1 et 3'18:359' 1362. that the estimate amounting to Rupees 4,446, for re-constructing
the road from Chengamah to the Salem frontier, entered in
Statement No. 2 of Budget for 1859-60, item No. 379, may be exempted from restriction, and
that the amount be sanctioned from the Reserve Fund for 1862-63.

2. Government will observe that there is now a very good road from Tindevanum through
Gingee, and Trinamaly to Chengamah, but between the latter place, and the Salem frontier, the
line is in a very bad state. The whole of the Salt traffic, from the Mercanum Pans to the
Salem District, passes over thisline of road. DBesides, it is the only one which connects any part
of the South Arcot District with the Railway, as per the accompanying sketch.

3. The amount (Rupees 4,446) now solicited is not enough to complete the road; but will
be sufficient for cutting the side drains all the way, removing rock met within three miles,
clearing jungle, and building thirteen tunnels.

4. The length of the road to be operated upon is cleven miles.

5. From a return taken in August 1839, it would appear that the average daily traffic
varied from 99 to 170 carts, and from 1,239 to 3,533 pack bullocks.

6. .\ statement showing work required to be done in each mile is herewith submitted.

(Signed) W. 1. BIRDWOOD, Colonel,
Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle.
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No. 2. ORDER THEREON, lst April 1862, No. €637. ! ‘ 5
1. Agreeably to the recommendation of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, the . =7
Government grant authority for the road from Chengamah to the Salem frontier in the South o o aya /'Y) I
. . - . - » - ' 1 2 y ‘ ¢ v b !
Arcot. Dlstrxct being pr?ceeded with in 18(?2—63 on the estimate amounting to Rupees 4,116, o . — - @ /Mf /éfb//t%/ C/pua,ovm ‘
sanctioned in Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 142, dated 3rd October 1853, and entcred b Sl ' 7 / |
in the Budget of 1839-60. Application should be made by Colonel Birdwood after the close of ' ' 4 @ )? //}"‘\ i
the current official year for a special grant from the Reserve Fund of 1862-63 to admit of the A : —~ - & . 7
work being carried out. . P G 1
2. TheDistrict Engineer it is observed states that the present estimate is not suflicient for ‘ &//’/‘ . y
making a complete road; but as the line appears to be an important one the Government would . L é/ 2 / s oy |
wish to see it completed throughout, and they therefore desire that an estimate for the purpose 4 = Fr e % adasse iSstsr-SasiVc
- I3 z
be submitted as soon as possible. | . g |
-~ 7 |
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