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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department,

22nd March 1862,

——

No. 413, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel W. II. HIORSLEY, Chief

Lngineer, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, dated Clicpauk, 14th
December 18G1, No. 8,562 :—

Siw,

1. With reference to their Proceedings No. 2,193, dated 28th ultimo, [ have the Lonor to
state for the information of Government, that on full consideration of the subject treated of in
the letter from the Director of Public Iustruction, No. 2,08, dated 26th October last, I quite
agree in opinion with that gentlen{an and the Principal of the Civil Engineering College that in the
appointment of men to the posts of Barrack and Road Serjeant, preference should be given to
Military Students of that Institution ofapprov'ed character, who may be unable to pass success-
fully the examiaation for the grade of Assistant Overseer, prescribed by the Rules of the 2nd

Maréh 1860, T,

2. At the same time I would beg particularly to urge upon the corsideration of Govera-
ment the prcjudicial manner in which their orders No. 883, dated 30th April 1861, directing
the abandonment of the praéticc of appointing Military men to vacant Sub-Overseerships in
the Department Public Works, operates upon this Department.  Fora considerable time past it
has been found almost impracticable to fill vacancies in the lower Subordinate Establishment
by any other means than the appointment of unpassed men to the 2ud Class, 3rd Grade, under
the authority conveyed in the Proceedings of Govermment No. 1,352, dated 18th September
1360, and there can be but little doubt that while by this measure the services of men possess-
ing a fair amount of practical experience are secured, the efiiciency of the Department in the
various Districts hasto a great extent been impaiced, owing to the inability of such men, from
original defective education and from ignorance of the theory of their profession, to undertake
any other than the most ordinary works, or to m wage the duties of a Téluq ina satisfactory
manner. ;

3. Several of the local officers have expressed a preference to employ as Sub-Overseers
Military Students of the Civil Engineering College, rather than passed candidates of any other
Class, and for this reason therefore their exclusion from the Lower Subordinate Establishment

is a matter much to be regretted.

4. I would, therefore, venture to suggoest a re-consideration of the orders of Government
quoted abdve, and in doing so, to point out, that under the Notification of the 2nd March 1860,
a Sub-Overseer on appointment to any class can receive only the lowest rate of pay of that class,
so that in the event of a Military Student of the Civil Engineering College being appointed to

- the Ist Class, he can only receive the lowest rate of pay of that class, viz,, Rupees 40 per mensem.

This sum will, however, be inclusive of Military pay, under the Proceedings of Government,
Military Dvpartﬁnent, No. 613, dated 15th February 1861, and, as stated in paragraph 1 of
Mr. Arbuthuot’s letter quoted above, will be *insufficient for a European with a marching
“establishment to live on in respectability.,” ‘T'» meet this difficulty, however, I would beg tu

rccommend that the sanction of Guvernment‘may be accorded to the appointmentto Sub-

Overseerships of the Ist Class, Ist Grade, of such of the Military Students of the College, as may,
a:though unable to pass 1N FuLL'the examination preseribed for Assistant Overscers, be reported
to bave come up nearly to that standard.

Owrper TEREON, 22ud March 1862, No. 538.

No. 114.

1" The foregoing letter from the Ckief Engineer, whichis a reply to the Proccedings of
Government No. 2,105, dated 28'h November 1861, will be communicated to the Educational
Department, with reference to the viders in that i)cpm‘tmeut. No. 56, dated 19th November 1861,

2. In paragraphs 2 to 4 of Lis letter, the Chief Lngineer brings to notice that the orders of
Government No. 8§83, dated 30ih April 1861, which dircets the abandonment of the practice
of appoinmting Military men to vacant Sub-Overseerships, operates prejudicially upon the
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