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Proceecings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

_ 21st March 1862.
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No. 368 Read the following Desi)atch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD, Bart.,
> .Secrctar of State for India (Public Works), to His Excellency the Honorable the
Governo{' in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London, Sth February

1862, No. 2:—

Sir

1. 1 ha:ve had before me in Council your .lettf.?!', No. 7(-5, of §tb November last, and its
accompaniments, reporting your further proceedir:gs in connexion with the works proposed for
the improvement of the navigation of the Upper (vodavery: .

2. From these papers it appears that in undertaking -the ?onstructlon.of o tem?orary
“ works,” in the shape of Railways round the three great l:f»arrlers, it was *“ pot mﬁtend_ed in fmy
*“ way to supersede the permanent works” previously sanctioned, but only. to prov1d.e.xmmed1ate
facilities for the conveyance of goods between Na‘;_'pore and the Coast, without walt.mg for the
completion of works which are not likely to be finished for some years to come. With the help
of the Railways alluded to above, it is now expected that the Cotton C.rop of tl‘Ie present season
may be brought down the Godavery as soon as the freshes render the river navigable.

3. 'With this explanation, I will not further object to the course you are pursuing, It
must be borne in mind, however, that the commetcial capabilities of the Godavery cannot be
adequately tested until a continuous line of navigation shall have been ppened f:rom Berar to the
sea, and I trust that the attention of the Officers employed on the work will henceforth be
wholly devoted to this important object.

4. You state that it was your intention, on your return to M:?dras from the Godavery fo go
carefully, in communication with Captain Haig and Sir A. Cotton, m'to some Suggested'mod{ﬁca- ‘
tions of the original plan for the permanent improvement of the. river. 'I_'hese.modxﬁcat)ons,
as explained in your Excellency’s Minute of the 6th October, havrf)g for thgxr ob:]?ct .the exten-
sion of the period for which during the year the river would be available, the f.'amhtat.mg the up
traflic, and the consequent employment of steamers of reduced power, combined with gen.eral
diminished outlay, appear to me to be deserving of every consideration, and I shall be anxious
to know what conclusions have been arrived at on this important subject.

v
s

No. 369. ORDER THEREON, 21st March 1862, No. 515,

1. Ordered that a copy of this Despatch be forwarded to the Deputy Chief Engineer,
Northern Circle, for communication to the District Engineer, Upper Godavery, for information
and guidance, )

2. The Proceedings of Government consequent on the personal interview which His
Excellency the President in Council lately had wi*h Captain Haig, together with that Officer’s
report and the Minutes by the President, will be forwarded to the Right Honorable the Secre-

» tary of State for India in reply to this Despatch,

(Signed) W. H. HORSLEY, Lieut.-Colonel,

Secretary to Government,
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