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~  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
B ‘ 3rd March 1862.

-

[ W

e “ ! “ I o “‘ ) ::““‘\ Tk - - . No. 32. Read the following letter from W. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chairman Chamber of
R S T Vet . Commerce, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
! Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 2nd December 1861,

o
W w -
o

Si1r,

1. The Chamber of Commerce has recently been engaged in a correspondence with the
: Board of Revenue on the subject of the new_Stamp Rules as published in a notification dated
14th August last, under the signature of the Saperintendent of Stamps, v .

2, The Chamber is well aware that the Government in a matter of this kind can have no
" other object in view than to consulf the convenience of the community as far as possible with a
- due regard to the security of the Revenue. It is in the hope of procuring a more early amend-
ment of the existiug rules that the Chimber now aidresses the Government direct, in lieu of
prolonginy its correspondence with the Board, and also because the retention of the counter-
- , stamp is sjated by the Board *“to have been insisted on by the Government for the greéter )
‘ security of the Revenue.” - I may bere observe that it was not so much to the counter stamp‘
v itself as to its impressment at a distant Oflice, and to the delay thereby involved, that the Cham~  —
ber took exception. [t seems nnnecessary for me to go over the ground already traversed as in L.
oo the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 6,364, of which I have the honor to forward here-
‘ with a copy, the views of the Chamber are I think set forth with sufficient distinctness, and I ‘
may sum them up in these 'words—-'-“ Let the practice be assimilated to that of Calcutta as
shown in Mr. Wood's letter.,”” Every thing for which the Chamber has contended is there
couceded, without, it is reasonable to presume, any infraction of the Law on the part of the

<.
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RALSEINE S - executive, and without danger to the security of the Revenue,

Vi A
[ .

ERTI: . 3. Tt is huwcver ucuessary that I ssloul\d notice very bricfly some of the observations of
S » N ‘ . _ the Board in its Proceedings, dated 18th November, above referred to.

C o ‘N“ o

ot Wb )
o e

) 4" The observations in question are divided into 10 paragraphs, but they appear to -
~ ! have reference to only two points. ‘ ST

Ist. The determination of the Board not to permit plain paper to be starnped at the Head
Stamp Office. The paragraphs which relate to this are 4, G and part of 9. " T

. 2nd.  The rules of the Board as 1:9 the endorsement by Vendors oa stamped paper supplied
- by them, T N ' ’
. "+ 5+ The Act itself in Section 21 is ‘explicit on this Jast point, ‘and _the Board is merel);

. . ;
< e carrying it out.

.

»

L . 6. To revert therefore to the first diviSiOn of ;he sﬁbjeét, : ‘ 4 -
‘w‘“ “ . R -1 ‘Paragraph“i. The Chamber dissents alto ‘

b & g i 3 i Law docs not contemplate the stamping of private

gether from the Board’s Statement that ** the !
documents except under penalty.” )

+ " i .
, 8. On the contrary, the Law by Sectlons‘ 12 and 13 contemplates the infliction of peyualty
. - > orly when Deeds or Documents are eyecuted upon unstamped or insufficiently stamped paper, -
s

. .. and nowhere throughout the Act can a single clause be found which is capable .of being con
) g -

. : strued as interdicting the stamping of private blank materials by Government "

"

9. Paragraph 6. The opinion expressed in the first line and a half of this parégraph 19 cor-

. rect, ax.ld has never so far as thf; Chamber is aware, been disputed. The remainder of the para-’
. fzf::: tlsel;tii; “Iw»;zn:?:;: :q subm.it., upclm a misconception of the Act. The Chamber cannot ‘
- 10 propos ) i )
‘ M | to theppublic thfou';’h the licinsigb;;;o;d:);:rtizzy forwar('l, e St‘?m»ped Paf’er whalt be supplied
) “ . ol ‘, g 10.  On the contrary the Chamber éfﬁrms,
‘:y ‘3‘1“1‘;“‘;“,”‘”‘ il . their practice attest, that so far as the Act is con
i . 19, stamp any plain paper presented to him, so long as the money is paid for it.

' 11.  Section 19 clear! : isten:
, . early contemplates th i
‘  the Head Stermo Offour wio pll the existence of tfvo classes of Stamp Offices, firstly, )
p Hieer, who stamps all papers presented to him, settles penalties on insufficiently
stamped ones, and issues Stamps to the 2nd class, viz., licensed Vendors, whp are to be distri-

. .

. ¢

[T

and the Calcutta and Bombay Stamp Offices by
cerned, the Stamp Collector may under Section
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l:utflfl as 11“1 Enaland thxourrhout the country or. Dntnct, and “ho t“mly sell the Starﬂm wsutﬁ*d \ | | | ) . .
° em " , “‘um [ ! ' ' \ “‘\ K . E g f: ; M é
i 12. By thé introduction of ‘ ) w ‘ ‘ 7 / ) e
: Paper of suitaple sizes Mld ualme sm ¢ ftl 0b ecuom : . / ; 7 P
Previously urged by the Chambey have beep removed ! : ) ‘n oF te o ‘ T /; " 1'44% i M&m%mﬂfﬂ?ﬂdﬂ & ‘/’V '0Vd4(// ‘
pxefeii’sThz “ endorsnt.nent" .hoyvevet still remains, and ﬂlcm are mnny porsons who woultl ‘ % ’ th{a//% rov i) ons %Ké&/%//ﬁl}/ ‘9”
bend twenty minugeg ;f Becessary at the Head Office, 15 order to procure their asmmpud ‘1 ' “ {
. baper undefaced to spending half that t 1 ] MM £ /37 4
‘ d A lme- at he Scamp Vcndnrs to reccxm uclocument ‘ p i
w v Cishgured by the endorsement e U e “ RV ; E ‘ ( // / et M ,}frﬁ é/‘){u’ /Z:;;ﬂff’/”//' /‘/”7
14, The Board st ‘ : ‘ P y y/zgmw ,
L Stamps throu"hg(xcsenqsr;tz v‘v;:hdthe as;:s}umphfn ll!]mt the Law contemphﬂes only tlm .,purr:hme ( . i /{; 2 o, //ZW 4 AL %7&&;//:&44'// vl ;
o ‘” fidors, on that othestsmtﬁa s haps reu. ! : N / s L
" * But the b : P Fp Tguments are perbaps cor N |
I Calcat]tz :;f;o;?emi }tsglf 1s 1ot a just ope, - General opxmon Is opposed to jt, the practice in “ : ,,4/4/2,/44/4’6{14/1/&‘%{/?%'/ th M,ijégj ;
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WIong one. i L ) : rwhener the view taken by the Chamber be tho right or the - | S /Wé//l; ' # 1474'/&//&7/// Mwé :
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o N°‘ 33 ' Orogg 'rm:m:o\r, 3rd March 1562, No, 4(6 \ B SN

w
) o L 1)
R The ‘JUOSUOH Wlll be referred to the Supreme Gm ernmcnt Cn

| L “ | | %VWMMZ/41 / / ,{(J 47%«»;%& ua//l i
L (Slgncd) J D. sm ey * . ,

: ‘%
V7 L
| : 7d . 1
L A SRS 1 o RARNHURTIN Sacmtar to G’uwrnmant. - ' . _ .
e Ordered that the follwmg ]etter Bc despatthed o h‘h v ’ H \ Lt ‘3 RN
. No. 34, : From J, D. SIM Esq., Secretary to the Govermnent of Puxt Samt Geome to ﬂm i o T
- “ Secretary to the (xovernment of Indla, dated 31'(1 \Iarch 18(’“ No’ 40‘ " DA
“‘“Sm,‘”‘ R RN

. ] -
. 1
' :

—

- .

Sees e e e

: !
s Lo T am dxrected b_y the Itonora.'ble the Govnrnorm Councxl to request th‘“ 3’0“ “"” 1nform ‘ “

‘ me whether at Caleutta, perfectly blank paper tendered.by a privato individual is stampcd on
o paymcnt of the value of 1}

| S N
e St:\mp, and lf 80, whether such paper on 1ssud‘ after bemf' stamped )
is endorsed under Section B L

21 of the Stamp Act XXLVI of 1860. .
2. Tn this Presxdency bl

S Lept ready for sale by and are
w1 itis held that the pubhc must
these _persons,

) - Bills of Ladma and prmted forms brounht by pnvate mdwxdua.ls are stamped and lssued o .
I Wlthout endorsement, but the Mercanmle commumty desire the privilege of havm"‘ any perfec‘t‘ly :

. bla,nk material brounrht by them, stamped and issued thhout endorsemenn. R i
R 4¢ I am to xequest lhe fa.vor ofan ea“ly xeply. WL

anous descnptlon “are S e et o
immediately procurable from | the lxcensed Vendors of Stamps, mi“d
supply themsel\res wnh the

stampx.d papers they wqulre ﬁom ‘hu ‘
. u wh “\ h“ L v ' Y '
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ank stamped papers of all’ values and of v

PRI
. o hr I
- [ i (LI ' \ i
[ o B i !

Iy AT B ey mm\ Ll Mwﬂ




1

E
|

s

W o "‘“%“ g W)‘w‘”“‘ Bl > " Mm \‘u‘ ‘Mmmuw‘m o o L_"; - -

- § \ “ “ B g - s - ; : . U .
i £ ‘
I ' Il i | ;iw‘ ““““ H\mw ‘ é ﬂé%/ Z/ // 3 cl/ //;/J ST HL (% ,‘JW " ' . .'
: L. . v g . . N :
b i ‘ ¢ / !
n . ‘ % V ! ¢ / rertiester, / 5t Attt 30 fon «/fi;/zf ;z)f{id Aett sy %ﬂm-om/ / ~ %{:fﬁly// Hasriibdle ;
' ‘ . " } ) M “ ! ‘ 1 d
- ‘ o, ‘r hey . { iz il -y.f / ’af—&/% t//,(nﬁmdéw/f/a//a(} /y‘W f ///mcéz»xmé;ne/ m«z«».m{u/ /4@«47_ )5,

" ‘ L] ) | \’{:‘? 4&’/ s /L/ / / / s W

. | ‘ ‘ ‘ ) o . L | ] 4/4,'5'/«4« oy wmm,ma(/ PLEABPLCE? IR 2otk d’u—a - .

e
LY
S oda

/ Zitlar | oprrcerid)

P27 "

.
»
-
-
Bt iee &S

0 ‘ 3
} , . [ [ / . a g /__ ? P .
\ . ‘ U i /3/%.—«/ am/.’wfmu@/ 0{{70"}44 QL R RSSOV wza/f.;m 52 A /1/4?‘ %

. . N ! I “\‘ f ‘ ! b N Vi - ) ['; ;

o b ¥
. o ' : i y K ' i ¥
‘ . i i . i s ’ i )
[ . | I ' ' i W . b i

n ' ! " B ]

e

=
RS R T vy g -

! o S A | Vg7 ;. 7 7 . i
T e s o T P - . ”'//—/U“I/ﬂ/ Fd . ‘?/ 7 / éd/%’/«’&’/(’é)’”2%%@;3&4744’%;1/5{1/

| | i ' , " /;[ / LN
/ : o L ‘ v /ffm//” et o
! ! , . Co ; 7 ) 1
v . o u y W ! 1 ! - 4 .
h‘w W L " ' ! Jn | . - &
h o ) ' , . ' ) 3 B
Y , , I ' ! ! w ! ' oy [ J 4 . .
! I i ! . oo " 3 *
' ' ! ) | ' | |
\‘j‘\ ' " ‘ ‘ . : ' “:‘“ [ u‘ ' ‘ ' ! H " ‘“ ! ‘w g p [ J
W | p [ [ i # '
; s ‘ = . T Lo i \ ﬂ&%’f / wwﬂ
i " i ! » i ! I ! ' ' [ “ " v
H ‘ ' \ o oo
iy ' ! vl ! o ' ‘ ' ‘-“P e Vb ! fr N & . ettt aon o £ ok Rk TR ST At e s o eim bt nnds m i e s i st o s & s e e 4
I ‘\" ‘:\ “‘: ! ‘:H‘ R » i ' , ‘“ . vl | ! h i
1 gy ) b , N A ‘ ;
K ! " ot \‘ “ 1 Uy, 1 4
: . w oy ! S . v |
Y o ' ‘ } Vo “‘ “ ‘ ‘ e ' i h‘ W ‘ [ | g .'
IR ‘ ‘ S | b :
} " ' I “:‘“ ‘ ‘W‘ b [ “h;‘ i
‘ Lo ‘ " o A ‘ !
(- o ) ‘ e N ) ) ! ‘ ’ 1
" p Vb gy, e ‘“M“ ) ‘\ e “ | Vo o - . o . et I ‘ i ; 4
ho \ A “\‘ Ry ! L ey C " LA ' \‘ \“ § z
R T “N L ' » ' 1 E
Wty o . .
ol T e Wil ‘ v ; i
E
!
p ? :
l 1
b i
t‘ ‘
% g”
I
] '
b
f
{
!.‘ \
b
i ’
; -
!
. .
. '
I . |
. L ! ' [ ‘ E
|
! |
J ) | ‘ ' “ ' ' 4
I E
‘:‘ F r ——
" L et e




R L A L

Mo T %o . il
el

et ot bt AT A+ tbine = wx n mms

T e

No. 6,354
Procrepings of TEz BOARD OF REVINUE, dated 18th November 1861. ‘
Read again Board’s Proceedings, dated 27th August and 17th September 1861, Nos. 4,672 and 5,047.

Read also the following letter from the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, dated 12th
November 1861 :—

(In Cone. 13th November 1861, No. 7,220.)

I have delayed replying to the Board's communication of the 17th September,.until 1
should be in possession of ab answer from the Behgal Chamber of Commerce to a reference which

this Chamber thought it advisable to make on the subject of the Stamp regulations.

This Chamber forwarded to Bengal copies of the correspondence that had passed between
it and the Revenue Board, and requested to be inforrped if the rules under which the Actis
administered in Calcutta were similar to those lately introduced here, or in,what respects they
differed. '

The reply of the Bengal Chamber was received yesterday, and I have now the honor to
enclose a copy of it, and of the forms of Certificate which accompanied it. I would respectfully
request the attention of the Board to the simple and expeditious manner in which the business of
the Department is conducted in Calcutta, and would solicit that a similar system may be introduced
here, and that the counter-stamp now impressed at the Mint be dispensed with.

It will be observed that the view taken by this Chamber in regard to the stamping of
blank papers is fully borne out by the practice of Calcutta, and from the distinct official authority
which accompunies, it seems clear that whatever the intention of the Legislature, the principle
of issuing blank papers to private persons, although characterized in the Board’s Proceedings as

*“ 8 lax system YbiCh has been allowed to grow up,” hasin Calcutta been abundantly recognized.

VRIS L PN S

In the ﬁ;stylgajragraph of the Board's communication of 17th September, it s affirmed
broadly that * the argument adduced by the Chamber in support of its position on the blank paper
“ question does uot apply,” in proof of which the Chamber is referred to Section 5 of Act XL of
1860. In reply to this 1 must observe that the Board has altogether misunderstood the intention
of the illustration from the case of inland and foreign bills,” of which I made use. -Another
glance at my letter will show you that in the passage referred to, I was endeavoring to combat the
opinion advanced by the Board in their communication of 27th August, that * the proposed arrange-
“ ments for stamping private documents concede much more than the Law contemplates, which

_ “ proceeds throughout on the understanding that documents are to be executed on stamped paper

.% sold by Government, and not that such documents are to be brought to the Stamp O ffice to be
“ impressed with a stamp.”’

The Chamber was perfectly aware that in the case of stamps used for Bills of Lading
and for the other documents specified in Szction 5 of Act XL, no Vendor’s endorsement was required,
but as I was treating of another branch of the subject altogether my illustration was strictly
applicable, and I have nothing to alter or retract.

The legality or otherwise of the special fee for prompt issue is perhaps a question better
suited for the Law Officers of the Government, than either for the Chamber of Commerce or the
Board. I may observe, however, that the Chamber did not hazard an opinion without first
ascertaining that mare than one distinguished Member of the Supreme Court concurred with it in
regarding the charge as an unconstitutional encroachment.

The Board comments with some severity upon the Chamber having expressed itself
* aggrieved because it was not consulted prior to the adoption of the recently adopted arrangements
“ for the preparation of stamped paper, and reminds it that because on a former occasion infor-
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tions which induced its first adoption the Board desire to maintain it, at least tiil water-marked

paper of unexceptionable quality shall have been received from England for the manufactare of
Stamps.

. 9. The Board take this opportunity of recording that it was never their intention to sanc-
t.lon the stamping for private parties of ordinary paper totally blank save for the inscription of 8
single word such as “receipt,” ““deed” in small characters on the extreme edge of the paper. T his
prac.tice is & mere evasion of the objection to stamping perfectly blank paper, and should not be
admitted by the Superintendent. The Vendors are now well su'pplied with Stampt papers of signs
and c.;ualit.ies suitable for ordinary purposes, and there is no reason why the public shou!d not be
r‘eqmred 1n accordance with the law to Procure the Stampt paper they may require from the
licensed dealers, The stamping of private materials must be limited to blank forms, legal written
documentsf, and to instraments requiring a peculiar description of paper not procurable from th.e
Verfdors, in which two last cases the documents must be so far'drawn as clearly and fully to exhibit
their nature, as an indenture, a settlement, an agreement, and so forth.

. folu(:;d iTbe Ch.ambef' have never distinctly informed the Board that the present arrangeme'nl’

1 practice to involve inconvenient delay, or of the nature of the objection to purchasing
Ppaper aheﬂ.dy stamped from the Vendors for all ;rdinarv purposes, and now that the places of sale
have.beerf increased in number, and that the Vendors ’have been'supplied with paper of suitable
quality, size and value for almost every purpose, the Board do not understand in what this objection

consists,
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) W. 1l UDLESTON,
Secretary.

To W.R. Arb“th“"t:ESQ'a Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce .
Rm‘mmic., Faq. m‘QIJ_M;!\‘W“& of Stamne, - .
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