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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
- : 28¢h Februa‘rﬂr/ 1862. ' )
No, 548.

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd January 1862

. No. 556 4 :—

N - ) . A
ead th'e fol!owmg Abstract of the Replies of-the severe.zl Collectors to the Board’s Circular,
No. 708, dated 8th February 1861, requesting to be informed whether Flax is grown to an
material extent in any of the Districts, and what measures the Collectors would recomn;em{
for its encouragement, with reference to the Government Order in the Revenue Department
1

In Cons. 2nd February 1861, No. 673.

.. Ganyay.
No. 81, dated 1st Masrch 1861.

No. 257, dated Ist February 1861, directing the Board to
take such action as they may consider fitting, in respect of

\ Mr. Cope’s suggestion regarding the cultivation of Flax on the

high lands of this Presidency. ) -
I. - No Flax is grown in this District, but the Collector
believes that it might be successfully cultivated in Goomsar
‘Sooradah, Purla Kimedy, and the Hill Zamindarfs, where,

.experiments on a small scale might be made, if good foreign seed be procured. Any experi- -

ments for the present should, however, be postponed, as great effurts may be expected on
the part of the Manchester Association for the cultivation of Cotton in India. :

VIZAGAPATAM.
No. 237, dated 25th March 1861.

] E . . .
’ 2. Flax is not grown in the low country, but is largely

cultivatsd above the ghits forits seed. The use of its fibre s
is also more or less known as the Gudabahs (ahill tribe)

clothe t:heir females in betticoats made of linen yarn. Beyond Galikondah there are plains
3,000 feet above the sea, very similar to the Mysore country, where it could be grown to any
extent. Promises to report further on the subject, after his visit to Jeypoor and the hill tracts.

GopaverY [IsTRICT.
No. 33, dated 13th April 1861,

-

¥istya DisTRICT.
No. 163, dated 28th June 1861,

3. Flaxis not grown in this District, but the Collector

-

'requests to be furnished with a small supply for experiment.

4. In Fasli 1270, 3835 acres of land paying an aggregate

Sist of Rupees 780 were cultivated with Flax by the Ryots
_‘solely for feeding. their cattle; oil is seldom extracted from the

“seed, .and the value of the fibre does not appear to be known at all. The cultivation is so
limited and the profit on it as now-grown so much smaller than the profit derivable from
thé cultivetion of wet or other dry grains, that the Collector does not see how it can be
‘encouraged until it shown by actual experiment that it would be more profitable as grown for -

.-

its fibre than as now for its seed. ) ‘ . ' .

. . N

NELLORE.
No, 188, dated 15tb July 1861.

I 4

CuppaAPAH.
No. 50, dated 27th April 1861,

3

> its growth a'demand for it should be established, and sucha price offered, as would make it

5. Flax is not grown to gny extent in this District, nor
has the Collector any measures to suggest for its- encourage-
* . M
ment, likely to be attended with siccess. .

6. Flaxis only cultivated to a small extent, along with

other produce on account of its seed, which is generally used ,

for feeding cattle, and sometimes for making oil. To encourage

more profitable for the cultivator to grow it rather than other crops. i

T BELLARY.
« No. 106, dated 10th June 1R61.

encourage its growth it must be made cle

profitable demand for it.

KCBNOOL. ’
No. 80, dated 10th July 1861
>
MabpRras. -

- No, 48, dated 22nd February 1861.

.

NorTH ARCOT. ¢

7. Flax is culiivated in about 98 acres of land in ; few

év',villages in the Téluq of Hindapur adjoining the territory of

Mysore, and isused for the manufacture of gunnies. To
ar to the Ryots that there would be a steady and
. i3
8. Neither the true Flax nor the San plant is grown any_

where in the District. . . L
9. Flax isnot grown in this District, the temperature of

which being so much higher than that of Mysore would seem
unsuited for that product. . o
10. The culture of Flax is wholly unknown in this Distiict, and

< No. 133, dated 28 861 . . . . . .
o1 n thdune 1 " the Collector thinks the climate is unsuited for its production; but,

’

-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
28th February 1862, ,

.

as Mr, ; .

bt kioazﬂs;e;n:ﬂt:tl:;nk .that it can be su.ccessfully cultivated in the Mysore plateau, it

feet lower in elevation anlg N 0[}1, the Palma'nalr up-lands, whichare however from 700 to 1,000

country further inl d’ R much more spanng.]y visited by the south-west mo1soon, than the
inland.  Kequests to be supplied with a small quantity of seed for e;p;riment.

SoutH ARCOT.

No. 159, dated 7th December 1861. 1. In Fasli 1270, 23 acres of land, beari- g an aggregate

assessm .

entirely used in the District for mak?::- :‘.)20 Rll])pee?, “Ere cultivated with Vlax, which i3
g gunny. oubts that an .

ment would lead to extended cultivation, y encouragemet  from Govern-

. 12, In Fasli 1270 about 223 acres of land assessed
lln’fhe aggre%at: at 1,219 Rupees were cultivated with Flax,
55 acres of this ino in the
the Tritrapandi Taluq, where the soil being very poZ:t:l?: :‘T:;gi;n (:ﬁletivK:(i;mm'bm'n }l)larthf
flle excellent manure its wi.hered leaves and roots afford. The suvil®of thz eI)' P”.“‘”Pa d l?t
is not particularly well adapted for the culture, the expenses attending which ls:tr)lactt}glener?'tz
the labour involved in the separation and preparation of the fibre Ie::e but a’ m Dle o .‘” f
profit. Is not sanguine that there is much prospect of the cultivati’on being ext:nd‘:d e ®
g .

TANJORE.
No. 168, dated 19th June 1861

13. Isnot grown inthe District, and until som~ experi-
_ments shall have been made, the Collector can offer no .. ion

[

TRICHINOPOLY.

No, 43, dated 26th March 1861,

as to how its cultivation might be encouraged.
o il

14, Is not grown in the District, but if supplied with seed
the Collector will try it in the upper and lower Palnis, and on
the Serumslai Hills ; the only places in the District where it would

* De likely to succeed. '

} MaDura,
XNo. 61, dated 23rd February 1561,

— ‘ 15. In Ffish 12?0, 2G3 acres were cult\ivatw with Flax.
No. 127, dated )st May 1861. The Collector is not prepared to propose any measure for its more
. extensive cultivation, as the supply is at present st ‘ctly limited
to the demand for it from the gunny weavers resident in the District, for the manufac “ve of gunny
o
. - *

and ropes.

16. Is not grown, nor is it likely to succeed in any part of
the District, excepting theNeilgharries, where itthrive, we (ingood
. land. Forwards copy of a letter from Mr. Meclvor :n -hich it
13 stated that some of the specimens grown by him were forwarded to the late Doctor: 2oyle in
Fngland, and where there valued at 28£ per ton,-or nearly equal to the best Russian Fiax. The
high charge of carriasge, the ignorance of the natives in the preparation of the fibre, and the diffi-
culty of inducing them to cultivate a plant so little known to them as Flax, are mentioned by
Mr. McIvor as drawbacks to its profitable cultivation on the Hills, where, be thinks, it will never
be fully entered into as a branch of agriculture, . ‘

h COIMBATORE.
No. 117, dated 12th June 1861.

17. Mr. MclIvor alludes to the superior quality of the fibre of the Neilgherry Nettle as
commanding the high price of 45 to 50£ per ton in the rough state, and well worlt:h theencourage-
ment of Government for its cultivation. The Collector aceordingly suggests that Governm:nt
should offer a prize or premium of 100 Rupees for 1 cwt. of good Nettle fibre.

Caie ‘ 18. In Fasli 1270, 106 acres were cultivated with Flax.

No. 113, dated 20ih June 1861. The demand for it is confined to the District, and the profit
. derived from its cultivation is 4 Rupees per acre, which is con-

siderably below the profit usually derived from the cultivation of

Raggi or Faddy. Ifhigler prices could be given in the Jocal market more Flax would be brought
toit. 'There are o special impediments in the District tending to discourage the cultivation of

the plaut,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th February 1862, N

. 19. Is not grown to any material extent, the soil
being unsuitable for its culture.
20. Cast prejudices, and the exhausting nature of
the crop prevent its cultivation by others than afew
king their fishing nets and lives. The probable quantity of Flax

. NorTH CANARA.
No. 83, dated 8th April 1861,

. Sourn CANARA.
No 47, duted 15th April 1861.
fishermen who use hemp for ma

produced in Fasli 1270 is estimated at 40} maunds.
21, Is not grown in any part of the District,

MALABAR. .
No. 80, dated 17th April 1861, but the Collector infers from the hemp being cultivated
to a large extent in Shernad, Ernad, and Betutnad, that

the Flax would thrive in well selected localities in the Distiict, and requests that a supply of

seed be forwarded to him for experiment.
22. Some seeds received by the Collector in March 1843 from the Secretary to the Agri-

Horticultural Society was distributed in the District to Messrs, Brown, Baber, and Lancaster,
for trial, but the only gentleman from whom Mr. Grant is now able to glean any information is
Mr, Brown, who states that the seed did not germinate owing to its indifferent quality.

——

1. It thus appears that Flax is cultivated in only ten

® Vizagapatam.
Gw » 3 . - 4 . M H
Cndg;;g}_l)mmcfﬂ Plstncts* of this Presidency, and but to a very limited extent
Bellary- in them.

outh Arcot. . o s . . .

- 2, In Vizagapatam itis cultivated chiefly as an oil seed,
g:;:ezelly- which is also the case to some extent in Cuddapah, where,
North Canara. as well as in Godavery District, it is used for feeding Cattle.
South Canara- . : : °

In Vizagapatam, however, thie use of its fibre in the manufac-

ture of fabrics is not unknown, as the Collector states that the Gudabah females (a hill tribe) are

clothed with a coarse lingn of their own making.
d Tinnevelly gunnies are manufactured from its fibres.

4. In Tanjoreitis prized for the excellent manure which it leaves and roots supply.

5. In South Canara its fbres are used for making fishing nets and lines, and probably the
joining District of North Canara.

6. The Collector of Salem does not state the purposes to which it is applied in his District.
£ soil for its production, the Collectors of Ganjam, Vizagapatam,
Salem and Malabar, are of opinion that the plant would
but in this as in every other case, to induce the Ryots to
e a steady demand at remunerative rates in the local maiket,

3. In Bellary, South Arcot, an

sanie use is made of it in the ad

%. As regards suitability o
North Arcot, Madura, Coimbatore,
parts of their District,

grow well in
there must b

engage ip its cultivation,
8. As stated in the Abstract some specimens of Flax grown on the Neilgherries by 3r. McIvor

were forwarded to England where they were valued ¢ at 28€ per ton or nearly e'@xal to the best
Russian Fiax,” but certain drawbacks were anticipated by Mr, McIvor to, its profitable cultiva- '
“tion by the natives. In Salem also the Collector states that there are no special impediments to
the cultivation, but that the profit now derived from it is only 4 Rupees per acre, which is less
than that obtained by the cultivation of other products,
9. With reference to the Neilgheiry Nettle,
alluded to by the Collector of Coimbatore, the ’
Collr. of Salem’s letter ,, 5 " 4hin Cons 11th Board have caused a specimen of the fibre

Jannary 1862, No-90- to be prepared under the supervision of
Board's letter to Mr. Shubrick, No. 144, dated 8th Jan. 1862- Mr. Mclvor, which they have forwarded to the

Board’s Procecdings, No. 3,230, dated 21t June 1861
Collector’s letter, . 146, ,,  9th July 4
Board's Proceedings, ,, 8773, 5 16th ,, »

Local Committee for the Great Exhibition of 1862.
on the Nettle, which the Board

10. The Collector of Madura was requested to report :
Juxuriantly on the Palni Hills, but

understood grew
hat it grows in only one

From Collector, No. 247, dated 30th Scptember 1861, from his reply it appears t
red in the District, he is unable to state

small village, and that as the fibre has never been prepa
what its cost weuld be. 4



- — R - D a L Bl
PR LU .

PRSI

-~ 4\.?;“ - B

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th February 1862.

Board’s OfficialMemorandum, 29th April 1861 ' 11.. The Sec.ret.ary to the Agri-Horticultural
From Sg(‘:)ret;ryd L?gri—}]é(;rticulmral Society, Societys at Madras has offered to procure a supply of
No. 2,803, 2nd May 1861. . . A .
Bourd’s Pro’ceedngs gro, 2,927, b5th June 1861. good English or Continental Flax seed for distribution
From Secy. Agri-Horticultural Society, No. 140, in the Districts, and on receipt of his reply as to the

8th October 1861, .
Board's Proceedings, No. 5,838, 24th October 1861, probable cost, the Board will apply to Governmsut for

sanction to incur the expense. In the meantime a small quantity of Neilgherry, Bangalore, Irish.

From Secretary Agri-Horticultural Society, 10th and. PunJan grm.vn .seed has been received fron} the
July 1861.eed No. 3,658 11tk Tal Society, and been distributed to the Collectors of Coiraba-

Board’s Proceedings, No. 3 11t 1861. . .

F::x:: Secretarymgg,ri-ﬂon,icul;,uml Socit:etgr,lsth tore, Salem and Madura for trial on the Hill ranges of
November 1861. heir Distri - the a1 3 : <

B eccadings, 6th December 1861. t ist icts; they will in due time report the res

From Secretary Agri-Horticultural Society, 21st The sanction of Government to the cost (Rupees 69-12-0)

1861 . . .
no’?f(fi"i»‘ii'cee%.ngs, 24th December 1861, & of procuring the Punjaub seed has already been solitited

in the Board’s Proceedings, No. 7,186, dated 24th December 1861. «
(A true Extract,)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretar:

——— ————

No. 519. ORDER THEREON, 28th February 1862, No. 436. 3
1. Ordered that a copy of this report be furnished to Mr. Henry Cope, with refere"’;
his letter, dated 24th December 1860, and that it be laid on the Editor’s Table.
2. The Board of Revenue will submit to Government in due course full reports ¢
results of the experimental cultivation of Flax,

3, With reference to paragraph 17 of the abstract of the replies of the severa] Colle: 4
and paragraph 7 of the Board’s Proceedings, Mr. McIvor will be requested to furnish afull
ve

on the Neilgherry Nettle, giving all particulars as to the mode of cultivation, produce per
and mode of treatment for production of the fibre, &c. :

(Signed) 7. D. SIM,

Secrelary to Governmé

.
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Board’s Proceedings, No 3.230, dated 21st June 1861, 9. With reference ¢ g
Collector’s letter, » 140, w o 9th July o the Nilgiri

Board's Proceedings, ,, 3,775, ,, 16th " " Zm._:._m. alluded to vl«. the Collector of
. Collr. of Salew’s letter ,, 3, » 4th, in Cons. 1lth Jan- Coimbatore, the Board have caused
B . ! uary 186<, No. 90, )

" 7D Boards letter to My, Shubrick, No. 144 daee s G 1g5s. specitmen of the fibre to be prepared yner
SRS B * 't he supervision of Mr. MelIvor, which they
S B have forwarded to the Local Committee for the Great Exhibition of 1862,
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