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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ - 4th March 1862, ‘ o
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No. 89,  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. CARPENDALE, Acting

Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel W, H. HORSLEY, .
"7 Chief Engineer‘ ‘and Secretary to Government,’ Public ‘Works Department, dated
, Chepauk, Gth February 1862, No. 10,271 :— e -

s Siry e ‘ B IR ,
1. Mr. Dopping, Acting District Engineer of Madras, has just addressed me regarding the -
very high price of teak wood in the Madras market, and suggested the expediency of an Agent
being deputed for the purpose of shipping wood to Madras expressly for the Department Public
Waorks. » ) SN S

2. Captain Mayne, Executive Engineer of Bangalore, made the same s‘ubject one of specia]
correspondence on the 19th December last, and having shown that the rate per cubic foot in the
log which in 1858, was 14 Annas, and had now risen to Rupees 2} with every probability of still
higher rise ; he proceeded to observe that the demand in the Mysore Department Publiec Works,

-was likely to be so great that he might not be able-to obtain what was requisite at any price; ﬂﬂdﬂ
the Barracks under construction would be bl"ought to astand still.” Captain Mayne attributes the
difliculty in obtaining wood at Bangalore in a great measure to the high price at which it is s.fqld
in the Government Forests, and he instances Goondelpett and Bandipoora, in which he is informed
that the price in the log is Rnpees 1} and 14 per cubic foot, and on this point I have requested
information from the Conservator of Forests. .. =7 o . R :

3. According to the data last furnished the price of wrought teak was at the Presidency, .
per cubic foot...oveyuaees e rsirereneeien e 211 2 ‘
Madras District ' virers wreeneene 213 0

, North Arcot from Rupees 8 t0...vueasienecirens 3 12 N D
‘ ‘  Bangalore..eies cuuniee seuannne 300 »
Now it has risen in Bangalore to Rupees 3} and 4 per cubic foot unwrought. You are aware
that it has been gradually rising in tha Presidency, and the latest estimate that I have seen from

the District Engineer prm:ides Rupees 4 per cubic foot wrought, and in Bellary the same. -

4. Tt is such a ruinous rate that some special Agency appears to be urgently called for, and
Afully concurring in Mr. Dopping’s suggestion, I would propose to you to bring under the con-
sideration of Government the expediency of establishing an Agency in Rangoon or Moulmein for
the purchase of teak wood, the salary of the person employed, or the commission of the Agent,
if in trade, being added to the price of the wood. , “ )

5. 1 think it is also deserving of consideration whether in Bangalore especially, other weods
might not advantageously be substituted for teak. In substantially built Government buildings
of stone in chunam, or brick in chunam, which white-ants will not pass through, and where, by
good covering, the timbers in a roof are protected from damp, there are other woods well suited
for the purpose. [ particularly remember one in the Mysore and Coorg jungles called ¢ Nundy,”

which was procurable of considerable length: a straight grained wood, ‘admirablyr adapted for

rafters and similar purposesy O

— — o vt .
[ . . Lo .

No. 40. ‘ OrpEr 1HEKEON, 4th March 1862, No. 852. = =~

1. The Government observe that the question of establishing an Agency for the purchase
of teak for purposes connected with the Commissariat and Ordnance Departments is now under
consideration in the Military Department, and they are of opinion that it would not be advisable
10 appoint a separate Agency for the Department Public Works, as such a measure would only -
tend to defeat the object sought. There is no reason, however, why the Public Works Depart-
ment should rot take advantage of the Agency referred to, as soon as it is established, and the




e i i NN R

e oceedznn's Qf t/zc ‘Madras Gm‘ernment Public Works Depar \“

tmem’,
4th ]l[ arch 1862, :

e e S v, e e

T e o e gy e e e

Government accordingly vesolve to communicate the Acting Deputy Chief Engineer's letter to
the Military Department, with a view to an early reply being solicited by that Department to the
Despatch No. 2,389, dated 12th July 1861, addressed to the becmtary to the Gov

ernment of
India, on the subject under uotxce

()

The Government quxte approve of Colonel Carpendale’s suggestion f'or the substituiion
of other suitable woods for teak in cases whexe they will answer,
md_y be issued acco‘dmrrb

and direct that i mstruuur

(Slﬂ‘l)e(}) W. H. HORBLLY Lleut Colonel,

Secretary to Guwrnmcnt.

[
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