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Mﬁroceedings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department,’

3rd March 1862. e

- N > N

Read the {ollowing papers :—

No. 26.  From Lieutenant-Colonél W. HORSLEY, Chief Engineer, to J. D. SIM, Esﬁvq.,
" Secretary to Government, Public ‘Works Department, Fort Saint George, datgd
Chepauk, 16th December 1861, No. 8,418.% ' T I

Sir,

‘1. Mr. Bake, an Assistant Supervisor Department

Vide District Engineer's letter, No, ; . . . L . NP
b e F;;ff‘.em s letter, No. 110, dated  p 110 Works in the Coimbatore District, having ;endergd
* Dated 13th June 1861, ., . his resignation on account of ill health, my attention has
' 1 . » ‘- - - ’ :

1 Tetter from District Engineer, No, 110, dated - P€€R drawn to the requisition of Government in Extract

15th June 1861, with 2 enclosure. Minutes of Consultation, No. 2,346, dated 6th Novem- '
1 Letter from do., No. 332, dated 30th August . o
1861, with 43 enclosures. ‘

“in modification, thereof, and 1 have the honor to request,
with reference to the following explanation, that I may be favored with the orders of Government
relative to Mr. Bake’s liability, in order that his application to resign his appointment may be

disposed of. ' S ST R

2. The advances made by Mr. Bake on account of the Valanthavalum - bridge, it will be
observed by the statement given in. the margin of paragraph 6 of the first of the foregoing
orders, amounted to Rupees 3,600, and Government then adjudged that he should be held liable
to the amount of Rupees 1,252-10-8, Rupees 1,000 of that sum having been advanced on hig
“own responsibility to the contractor, who failed in his contract for the construction of the above- .
mentioned bridge in the Coimbatore District, and Rupees 252-10-8, the balance of previous
advances not worked out and made without regard to orders. I L

‘3. In the second order above quoted (paragraph 3), Government resolved on holding in
abeyance their previous instructions for collecting by stoppages the sums adjudged against
Captain Shand and Mr. Bake, butas the. latter has now tendered his resignation, it is necessary -
that a final decision should be passed on the subject. : o

4. The following circumstances are urged by the District Engiveer in Mr.Bak‘efs favor,
and may fairly be taken into consideration. S _ PUURTETEFTIR

5. From the explanation afforded in the column of remarks in the statement forwarded
by the District Engineer with his letter No. 332, 30th October 1861, forming enclosure No. 1,
it appears that the contractor, Appasawmy‘ Pillai, had repéatedly'urged Mr. Bake to make
“advances to him, and that Mr. Bake had invariably evinced the greatest reluctance to do so;
the result was that the contractor preferred complaints to Captain (now Lieutenant-Colonel) -
Francis on the subject, and Captain Goddard frrwards a copy of one of the contractor’s repre-
sentations to Colonel Francis (marked and dat+' 20th March 1857), whereby it will be seen that
Mr. Bake refused to make any advances. to the contractor until the latter was able to produce -
materials to the extent of the previous advances. It also. appears from the explanation in the.
statement, that seeing that Lieutenant-Colonel Francis had, on the 27th February 1859, in
consequence of a personal representation of the contractor, made an advance of Rupees 500 to
him, and further that that Officer had warned Mr. Bake, that the work wust not be delayed by
the contractor being kept without the requisite’ funds, the latter did not consider himself :
authorized to offer any further obstacles, and consequently made the subsequent advances shown
in the statement above referred to. It appears, however, from Colcnel Francis' endorsement on
the contractor’s letter of the 27th March- 1857 that that Officer did not intend, as would seem
: E RS : ' to be implied by Captain Goddard’s remarks,* that the -
* Se? explanation in Statement aga}net}f\.l- “advances should be made without recard Le work .
pecs 1,000 advenced on the 5th April 1857 ; egard to the work done,
: ‘L ) —ld e deleved § hbut on the contrary, Colonel Francis, whilst observing that
' the work should not be delayed 10 s F y
satisfy himself previous to zxakin; :n; iv‘::?l:e: fa{;lvr:iqc,ese ’:{"ess}}' ‘S'Mted phat Mr. Bake should
: - 7 at work had been performed to the
extent of those previously made. : ‘ ) ‘ :

ber 1858, and to that of 3rd December 1858, No. 2,600, .
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
3rd March 1862, ’

‘G. The Government in their orders of the 6th November. 1858, blamed M

makmg an advance of Rupees 1,000 on his own respousibilit ilu ’A f};“e ) Ir. Bake for

rules o'i the Department rendered it necessary that he should have ob{ain dt}p“D.l&‘)S, \:vhe.n th'e

authority to (?u §0 in.the case of all advances exceeding Rupees re()() 'leb lst.rxcr. Engineer’s

the advange in question was made at two different tirx;es, viz.; l:upe’es 2(‘)0“1:1;\2::": tha(ti
ch, an

the s i i 5
* Letter No..33, dated 15th November 1858, same amount in April 1858, and that Colonel Francis*
paragraph 4. and the late District Engi
T dsted fad Soptomer 558, g oo 1 lCt. pgineer, Mr. Fraser,} were there-
prragraph 1. ore 1111:‘.22\ en in alleging that an advance of Rupees 1,000
had been made on Mr. Bake’s own responsibility

c*=%. Tt must a‘lso‘ be remembered that the contract i

Jmust : or had promised t i

o in ng 1838, if he was aliowed the necessary funds, and Colonel Francis }?aso:g::: t:’le b;dfe
t‘h‘a“t‘ .tl__ag “?xk m_u?t not be delayed by their being unduly withheld from him ; rf ; i
“Captain Goddard points out that Government hold good secarity to indemnify themselve; furt y

. . or any

: losses they m , s . :
- Paragraph 6 of letter dated 30th October y may have sustained in the matter of the

1861, No. 332. Valanthavalum bridge, which, I regret to say, still remains
™

. * " in an unfinished state, in consequence of i
the centre arch repcrted in my letter, No. 3,423, dated 6th ’August 1830 ol the mecldent to

8. There is another advance, viz., Rupees 805-11-4 u :

said to have been supplied to the Wellingtol;l Barracks. ,‘;I:)z:xdc(;l:r‘; a:::rl;:;tloéAizimflay PR
acc?uming for a sum of Rupees 706-12-2, and the receipts of Mr. Galvin ’ forr:erleenatr;cid
Overseer in the Department Public Works, are forthcoming for 635 plank; and 61 jf)ists Eu;
there are no records to show what the dimensions of these were and what their proper value’wabn ”
At Mr. Bake’s valuation the price of the joists only amounts to Rix‘[’)ees. 190-10-0, which, ifadd d
to the above sum, would give a total of Rupees 897-6-2, and that exclusive,of pric’:e of LE
planks, the dimensions of which Mr. Buke cannot recollect, or Rupees 91-10-10 in excess o?
the advance unaccounted for. Mr. Bake states that he received verbal orders from Colonel
Francis to purchase this timber, the value of which is represented by Rupees 805-11-4 l‘)e#
Rupees per cubie foot, but there is no record of this order. o

9. Captain Farewell, Excutive Officer at Wellington, declines to accept the voucher
they have no reference whatever to the delivery of timber for the Wellington Barracks s'i‘l?s
matter was referred by Captain Farewell to Captain Morgan, Assistant to the then ‘E ective
Engineer, Captain Campbell. Captain Morgan states that Colonel Francis had ordered Mxe.%mlze
to make up certain doors and windows, but that Captain Campbell had objected to rec v la .
on account of their exorbitant price, and he his unable to state whether any deli e doo
and windows was made. oy cefvery of the doors

” IbO The subject is so involved for want of proper vouchers and receipts that it is impos
.sxfl\/eI o(;ome to any clear decision. The vouchers attached to Statement G, and the 1ecli) t
: ’. . o - - ! . e s

(:dv r. ;{hm for u:nbcr said to be for the Wellington Barracks, make it probable that rt)h
advanc -11-4 was 'k ;
nce, : (lilp;es 200 11-4 was not worked out, and I doubt whether a reference to Colonel Francis
as suggested by Captain Goddard, would throw i : ’
2 . . . .

 sugested by » W : ny more light upon it, particularly at this

11. r 1 a1 7

e 1o t;\-ﬂ:r: careful consideration of the whole of the documents now submitted, I am dis-
0SEe . . ’
II‘Wo . nm t‘t, atdthere are not sufficient grounds for holding Mr. Bake liable for either of the
imo sume ;jn wn§1 as out’stand'mg against him, and I have, therefore, the honor to request per-
loss the sum L;P;-{ Lr. le(\)ti slrlemgnauon of the Government scrvice, and to write off to profit and

oI hvupees olo-l11- ‘ace : .
p 4 on’account of timber for Wellington Barracks.

12. Asr S ;
from e cmfspectb the advances for Valanthavalum bridge and the expenditure on that work
menc o :
ncement to the presen: time, a separate report will shortly be laid before

Government, at which ti ; ‘

! » at which time Captain Shand’s liabili 5

. i and’s liability for 25-5-4 -
tractor, will be duly considered. na yi Rupees 625-5 4‘, and that of the. con-

1 Original letter, No. 525, dated 18th January 1862 - mend

~ Read the following letter from Mr.
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 3

3rd March 1862. | ,
No. 27. Endorsment of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern. Circle, dated Chepauk,
2%7th January 1862, No, 9,693.

N GODDARD, District Engineer of Coimbatore, to

Read the following letter f'rom Captain JOIH
athern Circle, Madras, dated

Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, Deputy Chief Engineer, So
Coimbatore, 1_8th January 1862, No. 525 1 — . .

SIR, ‘ ‘
1. 1 have the honor to request you will point out to Government the undesirability of
having Mr. Bake's case and Mr. Evans’ reported in the letters

District Engineer’s letter, No. 877 dated . .
kot T RInee R el ) el ed longer undisposed of, as the first refuses

15th November 1861i. marginally indicat
Dlutrict Engineer's letter, No. 418, d_ated 0 and the second is unfit to works

7th December 1861. : . . o
C 2. Mr. Bake refuses to work, and is trading very ex-
District- Engineer's letter, No. 440, d led . .. g . .
11th Decomber 1861, tensively in timber and cotton, &c. He speaks to me about
‘ . this with the atmost effrontery, and speaks most i, olently

and insultingly of Officers in the Central Office and others. The man is not nowa Soldier and

has paid no security, so [ have no check upon him. He had t
my Office to complain that his traffic was impeded by my workmen. Some immediate steps
should be taken either towards accepting his resignation or whatever other course (Fovernment

may decide upon.

1. Submitted to Government with a recom-
ation that Mr. Bake be dismissad the service,

and his resignation, as recommended by Chief

Engineer in letter No. 8,418, dated 16th December 1361, upon which no orders of Government

have yet been passed, be not accepted. .- , ‘
2. In accordance with Chapter XV, Section 3, paragraph 5, of the New Code, every letter

should be confined to one subject only, but Captain Goddard has unfortunately blended Mr.

Evans’ case with that of Mr. Bake’s in his present letter, and to avoid delay the letter has not

been returned to the District Engineer, but his attention will be called to the irregularity.

o Mr. Evans, Goverament in their Order No. 2,181 of the 26th November

f the Law Officers be taken, as to whether Mr, Evans can be
her has been communicated to this Office on the subject.

. 8, With regardt
Jast, resolved that the opinion o
summarily discharged ; and nothing furt

4. On the 21st December last the Chief Engineer, in continuation of his letter of the 8th
November No. 6,972, and Endorsement of the 14th idem No. 7,179, submitted a letter from the
District Engineer of Coimbatore, giviag cover to one from My, Evans, expressing a desire to
resume his duties, but the Medical Certificate, cOpy of which formad an accompaniment’ to the
Endorsement, distinctly stated that Mpr. Evans was unfit for the performance of any arduous
duties ; the original certificate was submitted to the Civil Paymaster to ascertain whether sick
leave could be granted to Mr. Evans, until Government decided in his case, to which the Civil
Paymaster replied in the negative. He has, however, been again addressed on the subject, and the
result will be duly communicated to Government. In the meantime it is desirable that early
orders should be passed regarding bis removal or otherwise from the Department. '

(Signedy W. L BIRDWOOD, Colonel,
" Deputy Chiet Engineer, Southern Circle.
No. 28, Endorsement of the Acting Deputj Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, dated Chepauk,
: 10th February 1862, No. 10,443, ‘ : o o
JOHN BAKE, to Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. HORSLLY,

Chief Engineer, Department Public Works, dated Madras, 5th February 1862.

- Sin, ‘
1. I would beg once more respectfully to inquire, how much longer I am to be kept in

on me by the Department Public Works. Tt is now six months

suspense as regards any claims
I long ago offered, if there was

since 1 ceased todraw pay or do any work for the Departent.

he audacity on the 15th to come to




e

By VAU VU

4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works
»737'(1 March 1862,

| Depfir‘é;n;;‘t; .

r ¢lal oains ' 21 :

any claim agaiust me you considered just, I was ready to meet it at once : none such, I submi

- has been or c L ; such, Tsubmit

ever h‘“} b_e“‘. or can be proved ; if there be any unsettled claim it is against the émt ’

Appaswimi Pillai, whose securities are in your hands, not me, as I think fh full ‘h ractor
? ave lully shown.

9. Not wishing even to appear wanting i . i S
I_ submit the great delay towaffl)s me haslzgee;“s‘(:ztr:?fz:)u} ﬂi:t'Dmtr(iCt Engineer (ﬂloug'h
(Foddard sometime back, that I might have occasion to visit Madre:;naf}e. privately to Captain
private inform‘ution, I suppose a letter from Colonel Birdwood forbiddin:r;x:]slfm.duce:f ];l_"o}‘gh
;l.mve not, lef.t, tl'mu;_{‘h I beg to question most strongly, either C&pt:in y(jozv,mg(’i,t is District ;
Jirdwood’s 1ight in any way to detain me a prisoner in Coimb oot ? or Colonel
atore; I have given up the

Department long ago; I no longer belong to it, and I claim the just and fair right to be th |
rig o be the -

axier . T .
master of my own movements. Under the circumstances detailed above, I am also legall t of
. . . i s egally out o
t.xe- service, 1'nasmuch_ as in an .oxder to me by the District Engineer he declared t%\at)i’f]: did
~ mot give certain securities within a certain date, I should be dismissed the servi 1
8 ervice 3 gave no

sach security, and I am consequently out of it
' and [ dem :
or detain me. ’ ur to the right of any one to control

(2]

8 In requ'esnng an earTy settlement of any points still said to be in doubt and claimi
exemption frem further vexatious delay and doubt, 1 have endeavoured to do so with et
yourself as the Ilead of a Department to which 1 once belonged 1th respect t

[ —

. Submit , : . . \
1 Original letter with one Nute, dated 5th ¢ N 9ted to Government in continuation of Endorse-
Februm g 1862, men 0. 9,803, dated 27th January 1862, for information
and early orders. '

(Signed) W, I. BIRDYWOOD, Colonel,
Deputy Chicf Engineer, Southern Circle.

No. 29, Onrper THEREON, Srd March 1862, No. 347.

. 1 T}‘le fo.regoing papers have reference to the resignation tendered by Mr. Bake of his
situation of Assistant Supervisor in the Department of Public Works, attached to the Coimb
tore District, and to certain liabilities in respect to monies advanced by him, in connection 'fh
the Valanthavalum bridge, and Annamallay ti 1 nat "

e, allay timber supplied to the Wellington Barracks.

‘2. Mr. Bake's proceedings in connection with the Valanthavalum bridge w

noticed by Government in their Proceedings of the 6th November and 3rd Dée were fully
Nos. 2,316 and 2,600. In the first of these orders, Government directed thecember 1838,
Rupees 132??-10-8 from Mr. DBake, because he had advanced 1,000 Rupees ?" fecnv.ery of
o r'esponmblllty" to the contractor, who had failed in his e"gagement,to bUiId}iieb . on his _own
bndge, and Rupees 252-10-8 was the portion he had to make good for the al. (?Vementxoned
Prevmusly made by him without regard to orders. In the second of the abov ¢ rge advances
ings, howe‘ver, the Government suspended, pending the receipt of a fi ove quoted proceed-
the collection of the amount adj ° pt ol a further report called for,

(_’d' pld n l rancis’ explan on H Ih 3 COL t a Wis m i ] P } f
p t dt e itractor [¢ a e, that t 1€ feveris
+ l a || an ¢ gOOd reput b
’ T h

natute of the locality required rapid pushing on of the works and consequently called for |
or Jarge

ad anees l‘ y cali y P i Y »

v Sy ‘ at the unhea]t.ll 1()(.&11[ a lld the roximit Of the Rﬂ i]l()a.d led to SEII.OUS difﬁcult'es
and that tne contractor hlmse fha been a c ed and wounded by Obbe l
a d h a [ d tta L T rs.

3. In the first of the
papers recorded above, reporti h . .
his appoi T ) » Teporting the resignation by M X
o vispotmtmzm, t:e Chief Engiueer submits explanation in respect to :he liabilit) i r"c Balte ((;f
w to orders being p: ) usEho
SN ers being passed on the question of Mr. Bake's resignation in connecfiin 'th“ce l’
y- The circumstances urged in M ' with such
; r. Bake's favor, and which it is sai
taken into considerati . » and which itis said may be fa
onsideration, are that the contractor had repeatedly urged Mr. Bake to ? 3 ooy
g . b make advances

to })iln and dlﬂt I\r’l { ¢ i r' e ce he e I ¢ t
s Ir. Bﬂl\e hdd lnva lab]y Vin d ti gr atest elllctan e (0 dO 80 ; hat on
’

the 1( i i Fr ell m. v ce f l)

an C(;mpl:::tf)f t'he COntract()r, Captam anCiS had I]ims “‘ ade an ad an o} 500 Ru €es

1 d h d i h(a[ war l)ed I\Ilc Bd’ ke that t]]e Work rﬂust nOt be delayed f()r Want ()fv funds H and that
b

as to the advance .
advance of 1,000 Rupees, which Government had adjudged against Mr. Bake, on the
Lt )

AR R Tt L Ee e e .

it T L

SR A SR b

- ERE

the commencement to the present date.

-agree with the Chief Engineer in the opinion that Mr.

by the Chief Engineer.

judged against Mr. Bake ; having been influenced in this by

_the expenditure on the Valanthavalum bridge.

4
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S Probeedi;igs of the Madras Govérnment,yvﬁ\z\é‘b\’li‘fc: T’Von’ss Jbepartment, 5 |

'3rd March 1862.
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ground that he should have obtained the previous sanction of the District Engineer according to
the rules of the Depgrt‘ment, inasmuch as it exceeded the limit of 500 Rupees, the fact wis that
the advance in question had been made by the Assistant Supervisor in two separate suins of
500 Rupees each at two different periods. ‘ ,

4. As to Mr. Bake's second liability, viz., for timber supplicd to the Jackatalla Barracks,
amounting to Rupees 805-11-4, the Chief Engineer reports that vouchers have been traced to
the extent of Rupees 706-12-2; and that the receipts of Mr. Jalvin (formerly a Sub-Overseer in
the Department of Public Works) are forthcoming for 633 planks aad Gl joists, the latter of
which alone are valued by Mr. Bake at Rupees 190-10-0, making together Rupees 897-6-2, or
Rupees 91-10-10 in excess of the advance unaccounted for by him, exclusive of the value of the
planks the dimensions of which “he cannot recollect. Captain Farewell, the Executive Officer at
Wellington, declines, it is true, to accept the vouchers as they bear no reference to the delivery of
timber for the Wellington Barracks ; but as Captain Morgan (Assistant to the former Executive
ingineer) admits that Mr. Bake had been ordered to make up certain doors and windows, which
he says were objected to on account of their exorbitant price, and there are receipts and vouchers -
said to be for timber supplied to the Wellington ‘Barracks, the Chief Engineer considers it
probable that the advance of Rupees 803-11-4 has been worked out by Mr. Bake, and doubts
whether any reference to Captain (now Lieutenant-Colonel) Francis, as suggested by Captain:
Goddard, would throw any light on the transaction at'this distauce of time. 7 ,

5. Having carefully considered the several documents placed before him, the Chief Engi-
Heer does not believe that there are sufficient grounds fov holding Mr. Bake liable for either of
the two suns mentioned as outstanding against him, and he therefore recommends Mr. Bake’s
resignation of the Government service being accepted, and the sum of Rupees 805-11-4 (on
account of the timber) written off to Profit and Loss; the advances for the Valanthavalum bridge
being separately considered, on the submission of a report of the expenditure on that work from

6. The absence of proper vouchers and receipts, as noticed by the Chief Engineer, is very

unsatisfactory; but counsidering the various circumstances adverted to above, the Government
Bake may be absolved from liability for

ount of the bridge and the timber supplied to the Barracks; and
11-4 (on the latter account) be written off to Profit and
alum bridge to be dealt with hereafter, as proposed

‘the outstandings both on acc
they accordingly direct that Rupees 805-
Loss, leaving the advances for the Valanthav

7. From the two later papers récor_ded above, the Goverament notice with displeasure the

highly unbecoming and insubordinate tone of Mr. Bake's communications with his official superior:
ed to do duty and

‘and they direct that he be dismissed from the service from the date he ceas
draw salary in the Department, which date should now be reported for their in‘formation.

8. The attention of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, will be drawn to the
gineer’s letter of the 16th December 1861, No. 8,418;

concluding paragraph of the Chief En
he transmission of the further report therein promiscd, of

and he will be requested to expedite t

veto call the attention of the Chief Engineer and

9. In conclusion the Government resol
e necessity of a more frequent settlement of the

through him the Department generally, to th ,
‘wecounts of men who are entrasted with the expenditure of public money.

(Signed) W. H. HIORSLEY, Licut.-Colonel,
‘Secretary to "Government,

B e —r LB e T
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