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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
98th February 1862.
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No. 440. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military Depart.
' ment, dated 17th February 1862, No. 614 :—

Consider it desirable that {he eradication of the prickly pear at
Palaveram should be entrusted to the Department T'ublic . (Vide Mililary Pl'OC(’edin"s, 17‘}1 February
kel [

' Works, and direct the Chicf Engineer so jssuc the nccessary h
: orders accordingly- 1862, Nos. 359 @ 361.)

v‘ No, 147. OrDER THEREON, 28th February 1862, No. 328.

: 1. Communicated to the Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle,

b 2, The Government authorize the expenditure of Rupees 50 from the General Funds of
for making a portable hand press and saws for cutting down the prickly

: the Madras District,
from the Palaveram Cantonment, and they request that an estimate of the probable cost of

pear
adicating the plant may be submitted without delay.

completely er
3. The Chlef Engincer will be requested to state what funds are available for the above

work.

‘ ' (Signed)

V. H. HORSLEY, Lieut.-Colonel,

Secretary to Government.
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letters:—
From the Quarter Master-General of the Army, Fort Saint George, 12th December 1861 , No. 296 ;
to0 the Secretary to Government, Military Depariment. ' : ’

In reference to the Order of Government, No. 4353, dated 30th Novem‘ber 1861, I have tlu; .

henor, by order of the Provincial Commander-in-Chief to report, in reference to paragraph I, that
the opinion of Dr. Cole, Principa.l Inspector General Medical Department having been invited,
that Officer remarks * that the practice of burging the pkiekly pear plant in pits appears to be an
ble mode of getting rid of it, as the plant possesses so much vitality that sowe portions

of the buried mass are certain to grow agaié.”_ Dr. Cole then suggests * that the plant be burned
-instead, after being well dried in the sun, and that the measure be not carried out till the dry

objectiona

weather has well set in.”

2. Adverting to parégrap-h 3 -of the Order of.-vae_x:nment under reference, the Officer

Commanding the Centre Division reports as follows. “ The piece of ground alluded to in

« Dr, FitzGerald's letter, No. 72, dated st August 1861, is ot the same as referred to in the Pro-
« ceedings of Government, No. 3792, dated 24th October 1860, and forthe clearance of which, the
“ guin of Rupees 434 was sanctioned by Government in No. 1375, dated 16th April 1861.

] would further remark that Captain Kempster’s first application® represented that the
" ¢ prickly pear abounded in rear of the Barracks

* Letter No. 498, 26 the Quarter Master General = 4 qr o010 in f . ,
of the Army, dated 3rd October 1860. and Hospitals, inlor warding his Jetter, I re-
« commended the removal. of all prickly pear

“ bushés, and in your Jetter to the Secfetary to Government, No. 359, dated 17th October 1860, the

« Commander-in-Chief urged the necessity of completely eradicating it in such places as the Com-
* manding Officer and Medical Officer deemed necessary; but Government in passing orders
‘s directed the work should be economically effected by contract under orders of the Quarter Master
« General. Tenders were thereupon called for and submitted through the Division for the orders
“ of the Commander-iu—Chief;nm}itappea’rs thit Captain Kempster only included in the Contract
« the prickly pear in rear of the Barracks and Hospitals, while the present application includes
«the entire eddication bfa{a shrub throughout the Cantonment with the exception of that portion

/—Jéirdré'a(?a?éd‘”“ﬁ RN
’ . R SR . ) : _

. of work per{or

* ag an abandoned or useless tank, 1n

From the Acting Deputy Chief Engineer Cep\tral C"irc}QﬂGéegauk, 30th January 1862, No. _10’005.).

to the Chief Engineer and S’écrztéz) ¢ Govgrnmeit. Pudlic Works Department, Fort St. George.

I have the honor to submit a letter from the Oficer in charge of the Madras District, in re-

ference to Order of Government, No. 4353, dated
30th November 1861, Military Department ; re-
garding removal of prickly pear from the Palave-
-Enclosure 1. ram Cantonment,

1 Lotter from the Acting District Engineer former cleararce of the weed was not made by the
Madras, No. 1539, dated 21t Decr. 1861. Department Public Works, and there is no record

) in the District Engineer’s Office of the quantity
med or the cost incurred ; I beg further to observe that the only eficient method
of eradicating the weed is by garefully digging it up with the roots entire in the hot weather,

leaving it to wither in the sun for a few days, and then removing it to any convenient site, such
which it should be buried with the addition of some quick

d over with fully four feet of earth. The work would require
1d certainly leave roots enough inthe ground to grow up
as from the natuve of the weed it must be cut down

and many of them might so escape the notice if whoever

No. 1539, 21st December 1861.

'lime which helps to kill it, and covere
close sunervision, or the Con;ractor wou
into a dense jungle in & couple of years,
before workmen could dig -up the roots,

- saperinterded the work, unless the workmen were carefully watched.

2. I begleave to recommend the expenditure of 50 Rupees only on the experiment pro-

- posed in the last paragraph of Mr. Dopping’s letter, regarding using the prickly pear as fuel. ..

e

#

It will be observed that the




From the Civil Engincer in charge of Madras District, Guindy,

21st December 1861, No. 1539 ;
to the Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle, :

2. Tt might perhaps be as well to call for tenders, by notice in the District Gazette, for
the comp'ete extirpation of the prickly pear, the Co

ntractor to be bound down by secarity that

the weed, if buried is sufficiently covered, as I have noticeq many instances near this Cantonment

and beyond Palaveram where the weed is boginning to come above ground and will no doubt sOfJ“

require re-removal, I have for g long time been anxious to try by experiment whether by submit-

ting the prickly pear.to considerable pressure and thus removing the juice, the residue might not,
or brick kiln or even for domestic purposes.

3. Alarge quantity could be consumed in the three }iorse-power Engine which works the
Circular Saw at the Mount, and T therefore beg you will' authorize an expenditure of any sum

under (50) Rupees fifty for making a portable hand-press and Saws with long handles for cutt.mg _
it down: - :

4. T am sure the thing would Pay in a very shori time,

ORDpER, No. 614, 17¢4 February 1862,
From a perusal of th

e foregoing papers, the Governor in Couneil considers it desirable th ?t'
the eradication of the prickly pear at Palaveram, should be entrusted to the,Department_PUbhc
Works, and the Chief Engineer will issue the Decessary instructions accordingly, and inform
Government what funds are available for the purpose. '

2. 'Orders will be passed in the Department Public Works, on the suggestion made in para-
graphs 2 and 3 of Mr. Dopping’s letter, ‘ Co

(True Extract.)

' Secretary to Governigen)
To the Quarter Master General, . ‘

s Department Public Works, m . o (apiets’
»  Priveipal Inspector General Medical.Department, " .
'»  Adjutant General, R }for wformation.

(T

Exd. J. B, Cashart.
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