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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
22nd December 1862.

~

No. 414.  Read the following letter from Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, R. E, Chief Evgi-

ncer, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk,
27th November 1862, No. 4,418 :—

Six,

No."];{.‘dsud:;:g ?)f;r:ﬁ: ll%‘;!{ 1. T have the honor to furnish the report called for by
n B3t = Government in their Orders noted in the margin.

o Attached to this isa Statement showing the various articles of machinery lying uselcss
;n each District. :

3. Judging from the opinions of the District Engincers, it appears that this large quantity

‘of machincry was procured from England in the zonfident expectation that Public Works in this

Presidency would be prosecuted on a much larger scale than they previously had been. On this
ground only can this large importation of such valuable stores be at all justified.

4. The cxpense having alrealy been incurred, it is impossille now to remedy the evil, all
{kat can now be dore is to prevent any more necdless outlay on account of machinery. I strongly
recommend, therefore, that all articles which have already been despatched up-country e kZpt
there under the charge of District Enginecers, and not be returned to Madras where the sea air
will rapidly deteriorate them. Eveu if the articles were now in Madras they must be exposed to
the effocts of both wind and weather, as there is not storage room for more than the number we
already bave on our hands.

5. Thave btut little doubt that this wunt of storage room accounts in part for so much
machinery lying useless up-country ; it was sentaway Leeause it could not Le cared for Lere and
might be tarned to profitable account in the Districts.

6. 1consider it my duty, here, to recommend that if more machinery be precured from
England more accommodation be at once built for 1t. Oar present Store-rooms are very far from
what they should be. White ants already infest the rooms in Chepauk, and those at Abercom-
bie's Dattery have no side walls, in fact they are open sheds and they afford no security whatever.
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Ml-;:c;ceedings of the Madras Government, Public IVork:Depar!menl:“
- 22nd December 1862,

Opinions of sixteen District Engz'ngers on the wtility {o them of cerlain articles of mach{riery
%ow in their vespective Districts. '

Ganjam—States that the machinery in that District has
rever been wed since its receipt in the District.

) P‘i:;agamayn.-—Swtg:: thut the only article of machinery
lying uscless in that District is a 2.ton Crane which was

sllipplied for tie work of the contemplated improvements to the
ort. . '

Nellore.—States that four Brick-makiog machines sent for the use of th
No. 2,216, dated 3rd December 1861,

No. 284, dated 3rd December 1861,

No. 972, dated 23rd November 1861,

h e Anicut and
tried under the most favorable circumstances and ellicient
superintendeice turned out dearer bricks than those obtained by
the ordinary means The ;Lh. p- Engme. sent him, not being portable, is unsuited to
pumping foundations, and a 5-ton Crane 13 lying idle.

- . ! . . -]\W'NOJ_.—Srates that the only article of wmachinery
No. 736, dated 25:h November 1851. lying uselessin the District Stores is a Circular Saw Table
which mightbe turned to good account elsewhere.

Madra:.—States that of tne machinery in his District
one Tile-mazing machine and

No. 2,112, dated 24th Febmg 1862.

No. 1,388, dated 15th February 18€2.

North Arcot.—Sends a statement of the ar
16-11-61.

nmachinery xot made use of in that District. '

South Arcot.—Forwards a
lying useleis in that District.

Tanjoze.-—TForwardsa 8tatement of machinery and states
that much of 1t'ha§ never been used and that the whole was
thrust on tie District without being called for.
Madura.—Gives the names of the aticles of machinery

and adds thit they were supplied without being called for, and
for what purpose he is at a loss 1o know. ‘

Trichiropol
lying useles:

ticles of

) stat machine
No. 229, dated 11th December 1561, atement of the m“d‘“"‘rf

No. 239, dated 11th December 1861,
No. 1,759, dated 11th Janaary 1862.

lying useless in that Distriet
No. 1,164, dated 213t November 1861,

«

poly.—States that the_only anticle of machinery
in the District Storesis’a 2-ton Crane.

Coimbalore.—Sends a statement of
in the Distiict Stores.

No.1,759, dated 11th February 1862.

Ko. 750, dated 2204 Bebrusry 1862, the articles lying uscless
Salem.~Forwards a statement of the machinery lying
useless in tle District, some of which it is stated was suppiied

without benz called for.  When tried were found not to auswer
expectations.

some of thearticles were indented for in anticipation of being
usefully employed on certain works that had been estimated for
but which 1ever yet met with the sanction of Government.

South Canara.—Forwards a statement of the wmachinery
lying useles in that District, and adds that the articles have not
a3 yet been taken out of their cases; but that they are however
kept clean and in good order, It is not clar how this can be the case.

Presidency—Forwards a statement <f machinery lying uscless in that District, and

suggests thal as the articles are not likely to be required again
Xo. 1,501, dated 13th November 1861. o0 ¥ q g

by him they should be returned to the Presidency Stores for
issue elsewliere.

Malabar.—Forwards a Statement of machinery none of:
which has been used since their receipt in the District,

(Trie Extracts.)

(Simed.) W. I BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E.,
- Chief Lngincer.
Wo. 4\5. - OupLh THEREOY, 2% Detembet 302, Wo. 300 )
1. The Governor in Council is of opinion that it would b
not required by District Engineers, By putting t}
might be got rid of gradually. There are some,

Departments, and the list appended to the Chief Engiyeer’ :
r ( t's lette \ ¢
and circulated to the Ordnance, Marine, Lailway, b'rc.. authc:xiti:sh‘d better therefore be printed

2. Colonel Birdwood ia requested tu give ¢

27th December 18G).

Tinnevelly.—States that

No. 200, dated 20ih November 1861,

19.11.61.

No. 223, dated 25th November 1851,

i e well to sell such articles as are
] €M into the‘marke; a few ata tinic, they
owever, for which use might be found in otber

{fect to these instructions,

(Signed.) W, L. BIRDWOOD, Coloncl, R. E-,

Sccrttdry to Government,

——

one Crab are not required by him. ,
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