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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20tk December 1862.

T

Read thé following papers :—

: No. 384. Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD; Bart., Secretary of State for

India (Public Works), to His Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council, Fort
Saint George, dated India Office, London, 8th October 1862, No. 30.

SIR,

1. Since writig my Despatch of 16th September last, No. 25, I have received a reply
: from the Madras Irrigation Company to my communication to
Dated 11th September 1862, them of the 3rd September. From this letter, a copy of which
is herewith forwarded, you will perceive that the Irrigation

! Company evince a desire to meet some of the objections existing to a compliance with their

former demands, and they strongly urge the immediate execution of a formal contract, 1 have,
however, stated in reply to this request that, having referred the subject to your Government,

" fnal action must be deferred until a reply to that reference has been received.

2. 1 have, therefore, to request that no time may belost in making me acquainted with
your views in the matter.

—

Tue Mapras IRrIGATION AND CaxaL CoMPANY,

. No. 2), 1862, 97, CANNON STREET, E. €. LONDON,
' Home. . 11tk September 1862.
Sir,

1. The Directors have desired me to forward to you the following asa reply to your letter

of the 3rd instant.
2. Viewing your communication as evidence of a desire on the part of the Secretary of
State to terminate the differences and discussions which have arisen between himself and the
Company, they (the Directors) would gladly refrain from noticing the contents of its first ten
© paragraphs; but as silence on their part might be reasonably held to amount to a concurrence

* in the statements there made they feel bound so far to refer to them, as to recall attention to the

vyarious letters and despatches which have passed. between the Secretary of State for India and
~ t{hemselves and between the former and the Governments of India and Madras believing that the
. contents of those documents clearly establish as facts: thata deliberate and complete concession
. of the entire Toombuddra project was made to the Company by the Secretary of State in
Council, that it has been a duty incumbent upon them to maintain that concession and the
rights of the Company thereunder, as also to assert the injustice which would have accrued to
the latter and to the country, to be affected by a modification or reduction of that concession,
and, that the Chief Engineer in submitting a modified project which excluded the Bellary
section, in reality the main feature of the conceded and adopted scheme, acted solely in com--
pliance with an order of the Madras Government issued to him in obedience to directions received
by them from the Secretary of State peremptorily forbidding the construction of any works
which might involve an expenditure by the Company of more than £1,000,000.
3. Having made these preliminary but necessary remarks in justification of the claim put
_ forth and the proceedings hitherto adopted on behalf of the Company, I will now by their request,

explain the views of the Directors regarding thfa matters referred to in the remaining paragraphs
of your letter, but before doing so Iam desu_ed to state that it must be distinctly understood
that by the present negotiation they do not relinquish any portion of the existing rights of the
Company but reserve to themselves full and perfect liberty to re-assert those rights unprejudiced
should it become necessary hereafier to do so by reason of the failure of such negotiation or

otherwise. :

4. Dearing in mind the fact, that the Company’s Chief Engineer, the Madras Government,
their Consulting Engineer, and others of their Engin.eer Officers have ffom the outset and
throughout, asserted an absolute and imperative necessity for the c'on'stru'cuon of reservoirs to

. ors large quamities of water to keep up the required su;.!ply for irrigation and navigation to
_the whole and every part of the Company’s work, and. seeing also that the Madras Gover'nment
have repeatedly expressed and earnest wish that the District of Bellary should be supplied by

e
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Despatch from the Right ITonorable Sir C. WOOD, Bart., Secretary of State for India {Public
; Works), to His Excellency the Honorable the Gorvernor in Council, Fort Saint George,
. dated India Office, London, 8th October 1862, No, 30 :—
Sir, - i ) )
1. Since writing my Despatch of 1Gth September last, No. 25, I'have received a reply
from the Madras Irrigation Company to my comwmwunication to
them of the 3rd September. From this letter, a copy of which
. is herewith forwarded, you will ’perceive that the -Irrigation
:Company evince a desire to meet some of the objections existing to a compliance with their
former demands, and they strongly urge the immediate execution of a formal contract, I have,
however, stated in reply to this request that, having referred the subject to your Government,
final action must be deferred until a reply to that reference has been received.

;2. 1 have, therefore, to request that no time may be lost in making me acquainted with
your views in the matter. '

—en
’

.

Dated 11th September 1862,

'

;N°' 29, 1862, , 27, CaNNON STREET, E. C. Loxpox,
Home. 11tk September 1862.
¢ SIR, s . -

Tue Mapras IrrIGATION AND CANAL CoMPANY;

1, The Directors have desired me to forward to you the following asa reply to your }etter -

‘of the 3rd instant.

’ 2. Viewing your communication as evidence of a desire on the part of the Secretary of

State to terminate the differences and discussions which have arisen between himself and the

‘Company, they (the Directors) would gladly refrain from noticing the contents of its ﬂr§t ten -

‘. paragraphs ; but as silence on their part might be reasonably held to amount to a concurrence
in the statements there made they feel bound so far to refer to them, as to recall attention to the
(various letters and despatches which have passed between the Secretary ‘of State for India and
,themsclves and between the former and the Governments of India and Madras believing that the
.contents of those documents clearly establish as facts: that a deliberate and complete concession
of the‘ entire Toombuddra project was made to the Company by the Secretary of State]in
:'C.Ouncxl, that it bas been a duty incumbent upon them to maintain that concession and the
X rights of the Company thereunder, as also to assert the injustice which would have accrued to
-the latter and to the country, to be affected by a modification or reduction of that concession,
:’and.. that‘ the Chief Engineer in submitting a modified project which excluded the Bellary
jsection, in reality the main feature of the conceded and adopted scheme, acted solely in com-
'pliance with an order of the Madras Government issued to him in obedieuce to directions received
;by.them. from the Secretary of State peremptorily forbidding the construction of any woyks
' which might involve an expendiiure by the Company of more than £1,000,000.

8. Having made these preliminaty but necessary remarks in justification of the claim put,

;forth and the proceedings hisherto adopted ou behalf of the Company, I will now bj their request,
.explain the views of the Directors regarding the matters referred toin the remaining paragraphs
' of your letter, but before doing so I am desired to state that it must be distinctly understood
. that by the present negotiation they do not relinquish any portion of the existing rights of the

Company but reserve to themselves full and perfect liberty to re-assert those rights unprejudiced

,sh*c:uld it become necessary hereafier to do so by reason of the fiilure of sugh negotiation or
“otherwise, : : :

1 . .
oo 4. Bearing in mind the fact, that the Company’s Cnief Engineer, the Madras Government,
(1.1.1”" ansultixlg Engiuveer, and others of their En;t;ineer Otticers bave from the.‘outset.and

throughout, asserted an absolute and imperati\}e necessity for the construction of reservoirs to
_store large quantities of water to keep up the required supply for irrigation ‘aud navigation to
i the whole and every part of the Company’s work, and seeing also that the Madras Government
fhave repeatedly expressed and earncst wisif that the Disuict of Bellary should be supphe.d by
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