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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Public Works Department
17th December 1862. ’
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No. 33+ Read the following Endorsement of the Deputy €hief Engi i
dated Madras, 2nd December 1862, No. 323:— gineet, Southern Cirele
om Colonel C- E. FABER, R. E., District Engi '
: . E., District Engineer of Coimba-
Colon.el j. OUCHTERLOXNY, R. E, Deputy Chief Engincer
imbatore, 27th November 1862, No. 376. o ’

Read the following letter fr
tore, to Lieutenant-
Southern Circle, dated Co

SIR,
1. "I have been duly honored with your despatch No. 312, of 22nd instant ‘overrulin
’ [0

s of the local OMcer supported by the District Engineer in regard to the
y Road from Trichinopoly through Caroor and Konghiem, l,and 1 have

uctions to the Range Officer to conform strictly to your orders

some very pertinent considerations connected with the project
ked, as inherent in the distance of the Office of appealja ;
he various delays inseparable from the departmental routine of ub;)’

frequent if not continual causes of a loss of opportunity. Yet the:; l;
ctions cannot be adequately exhibited by any figured reptesent;:?ve
s or the detailed data on which the latter are computed.

3. Speaking in general terms, the normal condition of the high road from Caroor to ‘;
a communication cunning through a dry, hard tract of country, yielding a |
able a description that it can only be made worth the cost of working'ab }
obtained by moistening and beating; for when these processes ar);
¢l is converted by the action of the prevalent high winds into dust

louds of jmpalpable powder ; or what is even worse, if applied ir’x
al manipulation in a moist state) and heavy rain falls, the road
ive clayey marl, like the communication from Goodaloor to

the Railway station, and which may be correctly reported

the recommendation
treatment of the Militar
this day forwarded iustr
9. 1 presume to think that

ave been overloo

s o

L
e

under reference b
confirmation and t
business, which are
other cognate obstru
resultant, in either estimate
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Konghiem is that of
oad material of s0 fri
artificial consolidation
omitted, the so-called grav
and carried away bodily in ¢
mass (instead of by pieceme
stuff is converted into -an adhes
Coimbatore on the line of feeder to
impassable at this writing.

4. 1 unconditionally defer
other hand fail in the performance ©
of my assured beliel that a mere spre
render the road very much worse than b
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to the authority of your superior Office, but I should on the
fmy own duty Were I to suppressa respectful expression
adage of the side heaps of new collected material will
efore. Indeed of the truth of this opinion, no fulle
proof can be Jdesired than the existing condition of the Metapolliem road, which has been treate;

licable for the Konghiem line. Unless rammed and consolidated

in the manner noOW made app:
5o as to reduce its capacity for water by itsintrinsic cohesion, itis hardly possible to exaggerat
ggerate

the obstruction the material presents after every fall of rain.
the circumstance that besides the really moderate

5. T must next solicit your attention to
road total, Rupees 2,000, now. objected to for such a purpose and length of line, the local
s oca.

Oflicer is surely bound to exhibit such rates as will ensure the performance of work wh

it may be ordered, and by no meaus to trust to the highly exceptional ciroumstanc w tefnaver
present season- I learn that for the last three years there has not been such a monsoozs of the
have enabled the Executive to dispense with the provision made for the conveyance of as would
an average distance of two miles. y of water for

6. 'The data quoted in your letter No. 312, dated 220d instant, were prepared (24

September 1862) before there had been any heavy rain-fall and the object was simpl P to \” t,h
the proposed modus operandi at that time, and not to vary the charge with an ihere:f plain
s which might or might not be taken advantage of in actual operations Bjtlonh()f
putation were embodied in a second data, and regard beine had tO.the ot Zr
d of mere middling passableness proposed for attainu?ent 1 shou{dex.cz;e -
ce be placed in the Executive branch, whatever actua" - W.ls to
process wight be realized in practice could either have been treated as a savin °ﬂ;1y in any
most advantageously s0 expended in improving both the latent and trausever gd°’. ave been
equally defective at present, rather than restrict the requisite operations t ;e _falnag.e each
probably trammel the Executive to a very undesirable extent. s to limits which may
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Proceedings of the I adras Government, Public IV or/:.gb?}mrtment,
17th December 1862,

e 4 e e e

stint, and limiting the outlay to Rup

Range to-morrow, in order that I may personally impress upon Oversecer McDonough (in charge
of Sub-Engineer Lowry's Range, the necessity not only of the strictest conformity with your orders
generally, but of turning the present favorable state of affairs to the utmost possible advantage
by employing large ganzs of work-people and taking care to make the money go as far as possi-
ble on the principle however of doing nothing when unable to do it well : 10 miles of permanently

good smooth road, being preferable to 20 in a state of only partial completion,

——

1 Original letter No. 376, dated 27th November 1362. Submitted for the information of Government .

with reference to letter No. 311, dated 22nd November 1862, from this Office.
' (Signed.) J. OUCHTERLONY, Lieut.-Colonel, R. E.,
Deputy Chicf Engincer, Southern Circle.

. \p
No. 335. . ORDER TuErroy, 17th December 1862, No. 3,025.

Recorded, with reference to the Proceedings of Government No, 3,006, dated 15th Decem -
ber 1862. .

(Signed) W.I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, . E.,
Secretary to Government,
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