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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, N
o 16t/ December 1862,

TSI S Mt s b b s s s S e o

No. 320.  Read the following letter from G, A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar,.
to Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, Secretary to Government, Public Works Departent,
dated Calicut, 3rd December 1862, No. 102 :—

SIr,

1. I did not write earlier on Government Order dated 7th November 1862, No. 2,689, as I
wished to visit Palghat before doing so. I looked at sites A and C (vide plan, paragraph 3 of
Colonel Ouchterlony’s letter, dated 16th October 1862, in Proceedings of Government above
quoted) and their vicinity, :

2. Colonel Ouchterlony pronounces decidedly on site A in an engineering point of view,
Regarding the professional question I am neither qualified nor called on to give an opinion and
shall therefore leave it out of consideration altogether. The convenicnce of the public, and the
expense of the rival routes (independently of the expense of the bridge itself), are what I have
to look to.

3. I append a rough sketch which though not drawn to scale gives some idea of the locality,

4. If the bridgeis built at A the approach will be by two roads, one from Sultanpett bazar,
the other from Palghat bazar. The route to the railway station as compared with the route by C
will be about the same distance as regards the first, but considerably further as regards the latter
and larger bazar. On general grounds therefore public convenience, though pretty evenly
balanced, would point to the site at C.

4. On the special point of interference with the Brahmin houses, all is in favor of the site

a_t C At is almost unnecessary to observe that it will be a ve;'y great annoyance to them, as it

| wo; Id be to any class, to have their houses removed and thejr street cut through, and to Brahmins
¢ an ;eE'i)ecial annoyance on account of their peculiar prejudices, but that if the public welfare realiy
demands it, I see no reason why they should not be made to give way. ’

- 6. Asregardsrelative expense I have not had any regular estimates made ; but I should think

that the compensation that would have to be given to the Brahmins, and the cost of construct-

ing new bits of road and putting the generally wretched road that exists into order by route A

would equal if it would not considerably exceed the cost of coastructing and putting into thorouoh

repair the line by C. °
The increased expense of the bridge at C however might quite turn the scale,

7. To sum up, if the sitesin an engineering point of view were equal I should unhesitatinnly
advocate C.  What I havesaid will I hope enable those qualified to judge (perhaps afier reauc!';u-
estimates have been made) whether the engineering advantages so far preponderate as to renger it
clearly desirable to have the bridge at A. If they do, class interests must give way to the public
good, and the Brahmins must submit to hard, but unavoidable fate,

No. 321, ORDER THEREON, 16th December 1862, No. 3,018.-

Beferred to the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, for report with reference to Pro-
ceedings of Government No. 2,689, dated 7th November 1862,

(Sigaed)  W. L BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary 2o Government,

M N VAL ZRET N
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