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K Wln;rocegdings pf the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

. 11th December 1862.

No. 227. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J, OUCHTERLONY, R. E,,
) Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, to Colonel W, I, BIRDWOOD, R. E.,
Secretary 10 Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 20th November

1862, No. 133 :— :

T ’ o ASIu,
1 Letter from the District Enginecs, No. 234, 1. In pursuance of the Order of Government,
dated 15th Notember 1862 No. 2,604, dated 3lst October 1862, L have the honor to
submit herewith for their information a letter from the District Engineer, dated 15th November
1802, No. 231, conveying his views upon the subject of the branch Railway projected from the

Needamungalum station to Combaconum to supersede the ordinary cart road between those
places now serving as a feeder to the Great Southern of India Railway.

9, I so fully concur in the sentiments which’ Captain Mullins has expressed that it is
almost unnecessary for 5= to take up the time of Government by offering for their perusal any
further remarks of my own upon the subject, but as Government have desired that a report

<hould be submitted, T will proceed briefly to recapitulate.

3. First as regai‘ds. the rendering of the existing cart road available for a railway : there
can be no doubt that this can readily be done; and if Government resolve to hand it over to the
Company in a better condition as to curves than obtains now, and with a sarface fit for the
reception of rails, the cost will not exceed Rupees 60,000, or Rupees 4,000 per mile ; especially
if ¢ Bailingham’s (new) patent rolled iron
sleepers”™ are employed, as they require no
other packing, on a vegetable soil, than sand.
If the formitio n of the Railway should be decided on, it would perhaps be the simplest and most
Y nvenient course to band over this sum to the Company who undertake it, leaving them to
alter the cur ves and top dress the surface as they please. Under these circumstances I quite
agree with Ca ptain Mullins that it would be wholly finnecessary to metal the parallel cart road,
and I think it will be quite sufficient if we maintain itin fair weather order at a cost of
Rupees 300 per mile. The saving to be effected by giving up this extent of metalling
(Rupees £0,000) Captain Mullins recommends should be handed over tothe Company as a grant-
jn-aid, in addition, I presume he means, to the Rupees 60,000 already alluded to. This
would certainly be a very liberal measure of encouragement, but I question whether Govern-
ment will consider it called for. ' '

e Vide my letter No. 327, dated 26th November 1862, on the
sabject of the Coonoor Tramway Incline.

4. Asregards fences to the branch Railway, I see no necessity whatever for them, looking
to the low speed at which it is contemplated to run trains on it. Crossings of course must be
established where village roads intersect the line; but they .could be of the simplest and most
economical description, like those occurring in England where turnpike roads cross lines of
tramway.

5. With regard to trees felled along the lineit is clear from what Captain Maullins reports
that they cannot become the property of the Company, as they belong to the Mirasidérs and
not to Government.

G. Captain Mullins further enters into the general bearings of the question ‘of the intro-
duction of branch Railways into his District, and apparently views with jealousy their being
preferréd before projects which he considers of more direct importance to the Province. Here
I confess I am somewhat at issue with the District Engineer, for I cannot at the present epoch
conceive any scheme more directly tending to promote the well-being and to develope the -
resources of a rich producing country like Tanjore, than one which conduces to bring all its
centres of trade into rapid, certain and economical communication with the sea coast on the one
hand and the main lines of the empire on the other, by means of low speed and economical

Railways.
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