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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6th December 1862.
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No. 145.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Revenue De-
partment, dated 1st December 1862, No. 2,515 :—

Requesting that it may be considered when the Lawrence
Asylum, &c., ere commenced whether it will be cheaper

touse the Steam Saw Machine of the Public Works (V[de Revenue Proceeding,s Ist December 1862
Department now at Wellington or to sct up one tobs Nos. 9-10.) ’

worked by wind or water or both.

No. 146. ORrDER THEREON, 6th December 1862, No. 2,929.

Communicated to the Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, with reference to
paragraph 8.

(Signed.) W. I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E.,

Secretary to Governmendt.
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. would be preferable to a small Steam Mill, simi

'1862, I have the honor to inform you that [ feel cettain that th

the forest too is only open for the wet months and then the state o

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
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PROCEEDINGS OF TUIE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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‘Rcad the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests,

‘ to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint
George, dated Camp Ootacamund, 12:h November 1862, No. 265 : —

Sig,

1. 1nreply to paragraph 3 of the Government Order, No. 2,084 of the 25th of September

e introduction of Saw machinery

into the Annamallay forests would never answer. :
2. The Tcak trees of the Annamallays are of enormous girth, often 15 to 20 feet in cir-

cumference, they always have a certain amount of heart-shake in the centre, which radiates off
more or less on all sides, our object in these forests is to turn out

® Though called planks they are 8 to . . .
: y wre Dockyard planks,® which are required without any of the

12 inches in thickness.
nataral crack in them, this is most cleverly performed by the

skilled Malabar axemen, who by the use of wedges work along the run of the heart-shake and
turn out planks, free from any cracks whatever, this cannot be done with the saw. Captain
Michael, who worked the Annamallays for the Dockyard previous %o the organization of the
Forest Department and Major (now General) F, Cotton took a great deal of trouble and expense
to introduce the saw into the Annamallay forests in 1839 and 1860, it was a total failure, almost
every plank,so turned out was affected with the heart-shake and the Dockyard would only take
them at the market price for “rejected planks.”. '

3. .M'alabar Teak is now selling at Bombay at 1 Rﬁpce pet cubic foot more than
Ploulmem Teak, the reason is that Malabar Teak is prepared as above stated, and Moulmein Teak
is generally squared up with the heart-shakein the centre.

4. A Saw Mill in the Annamallays therefore could only be used to advantage in sawing up
the heads and butts, and this would not pay the expenses of it, as skilled labor would be required,

such that the machine, however portable, could nog, I think, bo vonveyed from place to place_.
e worked by water power, [ forward a
Government will observe that by Major
a monthly expenditure of 120 Rupees

5. As to erectinga Saw Mill at Ootacamund tob
copy of Major Morgan's Memorandum oa the subject.
Moroan's estimate, after an outlay of 3,700 Rupees,
is required, it is doubtful whether the work at Ootacamund is sufficient to cover such an expense.
There is 8 Steam Saw Mill of six-horse power at Wellington, I have not been able to learn from
the Executive Engineer the original cost, or working charges of this machine, but it requires a
skilled machanic. In the event of the Lawrence Asylum being built at Qotacamund Captain
Farewell intends moving the Saw Mill into Ootacamund.

6. I would suggest to Government that the Engineer of the District should be called upon

for a report as to the feasibility of erecting a Saw Mill at the end of the lake at Ootacamund,

and also for a regular estimate of the same; and whether a Mill worked by water power
lar to the one in use at Wellington.

7. The Executive Engineef is prepared for all large Government works, such as the
Lawrence Asylum, and it is scarcely the province of the Forest Department to saw up
timber at Ootacamund for the public, but as there is little chance of its being undertaken by

private enterprise and as sawing isso very expensive at Ootacamund, it would certainly be a

boon to the public, if a Mill was set up.
as it would create a readier market for the sale of ti
the undertaking should be in the hands of the

Department.

anber, it is for Government to decide whether
Department Public Works or of the Forest

MEMORANDUM ON SAW MILLS.

the present cost of sawing being more

1. A Saw Mill at Ootacamnund is very desirable,
24 square feet for

than 50 per cent. on the cost of the wood, or
a 12 feet inch plank, thus costs, 8 Annas, to this add

A Saw Mill required. the Rupee,
he saw and it will be scen that

r t rate of sawing.
rerest 20 per cent. for the wastage of t
the cost of sawing is almost prohibitory.

(\ »t

f the soil off the roadsis

~ The Forest Department would also be gainers thereby,
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