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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
7th November 1862, ’

s e s o,

.

No.151. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. OUCHTERLONY, R. E
Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, to Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, R. E,’
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund, 20th Octobe;

1862, No. 231.

SiR,
1. The sanction of Government is requested for an expenditure of Rupees 7,240, on
1 Letter from District Engi- improvements to 1Ehe Arkencottah Chaunel and for an expenditure of
3::&%‘;}3‘)3‘:{;,11;&'1 15, Rupees 36,720 on improvements to theThadapully Channel in the District
2 Vemorandums. of Coimbatore, for which provision has been duly made in the current
2 Comparative Statemonts, Budget, and in support of which abstract estimates and comparative

2 Abstract Estimates. ; A
statements are herewith submitted.
)

2. The references necessary for the elucidation of this subject extend over such a long

period of time (nearly 10 years) that I experience a difficulty in setting forth comprehensively
* No. 819, dated 16th Jaly the causes which Pave led to this demand for an outlay on these irrigat-
1853, and No. 1,094, dated ing channels considerably larger than was contemplated when in 1853*
27th Beptember 1833, Government sanctioned for the Arkencottah Rupees 9,997-4-0, and fo
the Thadapully Rupees 23,630-15-6.
3. The principal cause of excess is evidently total insufficiency of rates, cut stone work
estimated in 1852-53, at Rupees 5-1-0 per cubic yard costing in 1862, Rupees 24 ; earth
work Annas 2 per cubic yard against Annal in the same year, brick in chunam Rupees 4 against

Rupees 2-1-0, and rough stone in chunam Rupees 2 against Rupee 1,

4. Why the work was not executed in 1853-54, as soon as the original estimates were
sanctioned, I cannot discover. Had promptitude been exhibited in this respect, no doubt a
great saving would have been effected ; since although it seems certain that the data on which
those estimates were framed would have proved insufficient even at the period referred to, the

saving would have been very great over prices now existing.

5. As it is indispensably necessary that the two important channels named should be put
in proper order without any further delay, I trust Government will be pleased to accord sanction
to the revised estimates now submitted, in carrying out which the District Engineer will be
enjoined to exercise strict economy as to rates for work and materials, and close supervision,

No. 152, ORrRDER THEREON, 7th November 1862, No, 2,681.
The Government sanction the revised estimates of Rupees 60,351 and 17,237 for improve--

ments to the Thadapully and Arkencottah Channels respectively. The amount required for the
prosec ution of those works, in excess of the Budget allotment, must be met from the General
Fands, which will be supplemented if necessary ata more advanced period of the current
official year.
(Signed) W. I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E,,
Seeretary o Government,
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