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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
6th November 1862,

e U
No. 129. Read the following letter from Lieutenant II. TULLOCIL, R. &, in charge of
the Audit and Account Departments, to Colonel W, I, BIRDWOOD, R. E., Secre-

tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 28th October 1862,
No. 3,889: —

Six, )
L. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the
Proceedings of Government marginally quoted, reviewing the

eports of Iixpenditure in the Public Works De y
No. 2,266, dated 22nd September 1852, 1vePO¥ts of Exp u Department ff’r
No. 2,422, dated 11th October 1862, the months of June and July last, and calling for certain

information in connection with the same.

1 Statement,

2. In the first place I beg to observe that no instructions were ever jssued by this Office,
directly forbidding District Engincers from making advances for works, or for materials in
general use in their Districts. The views of Government as contained in paragraph 5 of their
Proceedings of the 10th April 1861, No. 724, were duly made known to the District Engineers
in the Circular from this Office dated 25th May 1861, No. XV, and though they were called
upon to make every effort to abandon the practice objected to, still there was a margin allowed
for circumstances where it would not be practicable to do so. In making this allowance, however,
attention was drawn to the necessity of looking to the actual requirements of the District in
laying out advances. Paragraph 2 of Colonel Horsley’s Report of the 25th May 1861, No, 855,
concludes thus: I say as far as practicable, because notwithstanding the satisfactory results in
*“South Arcot, it may not be practicable to carry out the same system in its entirety in every
* District.”  No other opinion can be expressed by me upon this point,

3. Asregards the diffcrence in the ratio which the advances bear to the expenditure, I can
only say that this is owing to various circumstances which distinguish one District from another,
such as in the Godavery District, where there are extensive quarrics being worked, Steamers and
other machinery set up, &c. A statement is herewith forwarded showing the particulars of
the items making up the sums noticed by Government in paragraph 1 of their Order of the
220d September, as well as the extent to which recoveries and adjustments were made in those
Districts in the months of May and June. I would here ask Government to bear in mind that
colamns 9 and 10 of Part I. of the Report of expenditure includes, besides advances, adjustments,
or transfers of transactions from one head of account to another, and that column 3 includes the
recoveries from advances, as well as the sums thus transferred, and other items of receipt,

4. The explanations from the District Engineer Upper Godavery, regarding the delay in
the submission of his accounts, and from the other Districts regarding certain large cash balances
shown to have been on hand, at the end of July last, will be submitted in a separate letter when
all have been received. ‘

5. The statement of Bills appertaiaing to the year 1861-62 is attached to the Report of
Expenditure for August 1862, which has been Separately submitted,

No. 130. OrDER THEREON, Gth November 1862, No, 2,670.

The Government would wish to be informed to what extent thejr views with regard to
carrying on operations without advances, as far as practicable, have been acted upon in the
Department, and they will await therefore the receipt from the Chief Engineer of the report
called for in Proceedings dated 22nd September 1862, No, 2,266, paragraph 2.

(Signed) W, I, BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E,
Secretary to Government,

Re)
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