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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
10¢th October 1862,

No. 143, Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. OUCHTERLONY, R. ..
Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, to Cclonel W. L. BIRDWOOD, R. E.,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 23rd September
1862, No. 182 :~—

SIr, '
3 Letters from the District Engiueer, 1. T have the honor to submit herewith an estimate amount.
E::;:?blér21%‘1?1:1:4146:1?323 }gfﬁ ilig to Rupees 6,300 for completing the Veylanthavalum bridue
1 g;’f;fmb" 1862. in the District of Coimbatore, and I beg leave to recommen it
1 Specification, for early sanction out of the General Funds at the disposal of
1 Abstract Estimate.

the District Engineer, in order that arrangements may be mage
so as to ensure the completion of the entire work in the ensuing fair season.

2. The subject of the Veylanthavalum bridge has been so

G. 0. No. 116, dated 25th January  frequently brought before Government (vide margin) that it wiiy

" 1?,56'935, dated 5th May 1860, be only necessary on this occasion to submit a brief resumé of
what has occurred in connection with the work.

3. 1t was originally sanctioned on an estimate of
* Pall to bo puid by the Cochin Rupees 5,140* (on rates far below what they are now) in G, O.
No. 116, dated 25th January 1836, Owing to financial difficulties
its execution was delayed until, in 1860, it approached completion ; when, owing to most culpable
mismanagement, the main arch of 50 feet span crashed in its insufficient centring, and fell,
causing the death of four persons and injury to seven others. The substitution of a timber truss
in lieu of masonry for the arch was then suggested and approved of by Government in G. 0.
No. 935, dated 5th May 1860. For the delay which has since ensued in moving in this matter,
it seems necessary to say, I am not responsible ; and the only explanation of it which I can give
is that much time was consumed in agitating the question as to the choice between timber and
masonry in completing the work. The objections ta the use of the former material are chiefly
the difficulty of getting good carpenters to remain at work in a jungly feverish place like
Veylanthavalum ; the greater expense of teak, and the incongruity of introducing a timber
platform in the middle of a massive masonry structure. After due consideration and enquiry,
I am disposed to give the preference to brick ; resting in this decision mainly upon the assurances
of the present experienced District Engineer that the clay of Veylanthavalum is by no means ill-
adapted for the manufacture. At the same time [ am bound to point out that Captain Goddard
in a letter dated 13th December 1861, No. 451 (enclosed), expresses an opinion that * no bricks
* in Coimbatore that he has seen are fit to turn an arch of 50 feet span,”

4. As Colonel Faber has had, I believe, more experience of bridge building than any
Officer now in the Department, Government will no doubt approve of ny preferring to be
guided by his opinion on this point ; though at the same time I shall consider it my duty to make
a personal investigation of it on the earliest occasion which I ean command.

5. The former arch, it will be observed, fell not through ineficiency of material, but
through weakness and error in the construction of the ceni1~ing. A sufficient sum has now been
allowed in the estimate to admit of the pillar supports being built with chunam instead of clay;
and they will be allowed to settle thoroughly before the arch is turned over them.

6. Ineed scarcely add that the communication which the Veylanthavalum bridge is destined
to establish between the Cochin States and the territory of the British Government, is very
greatly needed.
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xplanation aftorded iy the foregoing letter, the Government sanctjon, out of

1 . Amount
the o : |
Rup:::ng;aololfunds at t.he dlSPosal of the District Eagincer, Coimbatore, the estimate of - Description of Work, . " ,‘}* Rat‘?. » ‘Am(;bq"t. hOf t
. or completing the Veylanthavalum bridge. Quantities. CT o * o
o 3 . )
COim~!;a£$:ea(:ot¥}"eemme]th have in a separate Order perlnittefl Colonel Ouchterlony to proceed to ' ; ) RSL”% A1 Rupees e
cortatn oot €arilest opportunity for the purpose of inspecting the ahove work as well as "o K \‘ ‘ e bl
p n others, They trust that every precaution will be taken to prevent the recurrence of such
1sasters as have

7
heretofore attended the construction of the work,

. L ~
%u, :4‘: ,/: . 7 . /&:/ fﬂt{. 'j‘ vx‘
and they request that D j APy’ L aoffl s PP
Colonel Faber will inspect the same frequently. y req a ﬂ// . C/ secke are Ctttzaz A | 7 5
\ ‘

"‘}‘\}‘:\‘57/4‘ /’ . //
. . .‘/, ' ’ ) 3 . v
(Signed) W. I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R, E,, 134N AE_C el wr i er 2AT N Py
Secretary to Government, : a5 ,
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