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I - L D , I’y-oceedingswo;"“ﬁte Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
‘ 3rd October 1862. .
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, T I : PRRER SR [ C - o S ‘ L No. 47. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. OUCHTERLONY, R. E. ‘

e T SO SO S o { ' Deputy Chief Engincer, Southern Circle, to Colenel W. I. BIRDWOOD, R. L.

S Ll L o N o SRR e : ‘ o . Secretary to Goyernment, Department Public Works, dated Yercaud, Salem, 13:!:
L L : . - : ‘ : : A September 1862, No. 49 :— .

»

R ci STl LT 0L ‘ , - R :'4 1. Upon the subject of the new Ahtoor Ghét in Salem, it will be satisfactory to Govern-
R o BT - L Co e P ment to learn that although it has during the past ten days been tried by some as severe and
L e R S I “. o T 1 Sketch map. tempe‘stu?us bursts of rain as can be remembered in this part of
I L - N the District (so severe indeed as to have rendered the long esta-
- e e blished and annually maintained Salem Ghét in some places all but impassable), not a single slip

. . °
e-along the entire Abtoor line; the track, both on the old and on the new por-
fe and practicable as it was when I last visited it ; and for a considerable distance

S S S SR T U has taken plac
SR ST e L T R tions, being as sa

U e T S b : L R ~ much more $0.
) R : e o 9, The two first iniles of the Ghat, from the base of the ascent, are, with the exception

A gy TS

. AR S o, FE of some shaping and levelling, and 30 yards or so of error in the trace at the foot to be rectified,

completed ; and the work, which has been executed in little more than a fortnight of actual labor,

T
-7

"

Y

N ﬁ‘ o Do 3 St L '~'- ¢-¥ presents a very satisfactory instance of what can be accomplished by means of contractors under

S DL e T R Do judicious and liberal management.
T : el L N - . N 3. The deviation which Major Hunter considered it necessary to summon me to approve
T of before perpetuating, is represented on the accompanying plan by a yellow line, commencing
. ] at the foot of the Corkscrew” and rejoining the old track near the junction of the Putchapady

dvantages are that it takes the route entirely clear of the bluff
* it opens out a

cx o

 pdthB R
, .

e

] and Nagalore cross road. Its a
i ‘ which is now ascended by the series of sharp zig-zags called the Corkscrew ;'

Lo _ Qeal of valuable and promising land around * Putchapady;” it brings wearied, laden cattle and
E coolies to the brink of a brook the water of which never fails; and it affords such an easy series
SRR of gradients thence to the summit of the pass that at any future time when increased resort to

Lo the Shevaroy sanitarium should warrant such a measure, it might be rendered practicable for
‘ SRR wheeled conveyances with light loads. The disadvantages of the deviation are that from A to B
N ' S the road would be cut into the face of a steep and dangerous  Khud” or declivity, necessitating,
e for safety’s sake, a greater width than was contemplated in Major Hunter’s contract, and probably
‘ in one or two places the protection of posts and chains; and a further disadvantage consists in
c the circumstance that by increasing the length of the Ghat increased cost of maintenance would

be entailed for the future.
EER . 4. After careful scrutiny (greatly impeded by t
I prevailed on the Shevaroys) I have come to the conclusion that the advantages which I have
enumerated greatly counterbalance the disadvantages; and I have therefore authorized Major
Hunter to pursue his proposed line A B C with all possible expedition; and accordingly his
A native sub-coutractor, released from the lower part of the Gh4t by its completion, hopes to put
B L 150 men on the upper portion on the 15th instant, and work steadily onwards to Taylor's Saddle.
I B I have requested Major Hunter to excavateat least one recess in the face of the “ Khud,” twelve
. feet wide, between A and B, to admit of mounted travellers passing laden cattle, or being passed
by them, in safcty: and at other points along the line from A downwards, where nervous accli-
L vities present themselves, Major Hunter has consented to form similar halting, or passing places,
ST 5. To cover theextra expense which the cutting of the return A B will entail: I have
e g ney is to be outlaid on the lower portion of the Ghdt than was originally

arranged that less mo .
it absolutely necessary, to the’ extent of abandoning an improved line

S contemplated; even, 1
AR (D E) which Major Hunter had proposed. But so anxious is that gentleman to neglect no

he unseasonable weather which has of late

M

o ‘
’ L “mmeans by which the Ghét can be rendered an easy, safe and creditable work, and to prove
. R himself worthy of the confidence which Government have reposed in his management, that I do
e - not anticipate he will take advantage of the concession I have made, even though to his own loss.
s : 6. 'The portion DE is a difficult piece of Ghét work, but I have every confidence in
o R Major Hunter’s resources and ingenuity enabling him to overcome the obstacles which here
RS oppose him, chiefly in the form of crags and abrupt blufls of rock.
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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Public Works Department,
3rd Octlober 1862.

et s g

7. Thave been conceined to find that no progress, in fact no commencement, has been made
on the low country p(ortion of the line which belengs to the Railway Company, viz., between
) the Ahtoor station and the point G where the Gh4t may be said to commence. It seemed fo

3 me for many reasons expedient that this portion also should be entrusted to Major Hunter to
; complete, and I made some time ago a suggestion to that effect to the Railway authorities, but
I was informed that a contract for the execution of the work had been already entered into.

-
Vo e g T

e T

8. As the Ghdt, when completed, will be all but uscless for travellers while its foot is eut
off from communication with the Railway station (the present village path through ¢ Kombay”
crossing the river, which when swollen is not fordable in some places, four times, whereas the
] proposed new line will not cross it once) T would beg leave to suggest that the Railway authori-

P e
s ———

g e 8

ties be requested to establish as soon as possible a mere bridle :

* Eiﬁf i';hene;ort;-ea]:nd?xog::g; path, six feet wide, in the first instance;* after which their

upon us. contractor or superintendent can widen it out at pleasure. At

«« Kombay” native contractors have expressed to me their readiness, or I should say their

eagerness, to undertake the work afonce. Looking to the way in which Major Hunter by z
judicious liberality and encouragement appears to have gained the confidence of the natives of
the adjacent villages, and to the skill and energy which he has exhibited in carrying on the Ghat

.

P R i e

;|
work under recent very discouraging circumstances as to weather, I must repeat that I think it
is to be regretted that he has not been entrusted with the execution of the line from end :
to end. ) f
. . : N 3
9. I may add for the information of Government that applications for the land lying

contiguous to the new Ghat (the soil of which is turning out to be even more rich than I ventured 3
to anticipate) are already fast coming in: and the resort of Madras residents to the sanitarium
to which it gives access has become so extensive, that every habitation and quarter of whatever : ‘
description are crowded; and I am assured so numerous are the applications, that, were there -
double the number of houses in existence which the station at preseut boasts, they would all be L
tenanted. -This want will I am informed be speedily supplied when final measures can be c
decided on for the disposal of waste land on the Shevaroys to applicants for building sites: and ‘

it would seem desirable both for the interests of Government and for the well-being of the

community, that as little further delay as can be avoided should be sufficient to intervene in
carrying out definite arrangements with this view,
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No. 48. OrpER THEREON, 3rd October 1862, No. 2,369,

e ey it

1. As Colonel Ouchterlony and Major Hunter are both in favor of the deviation in the
line of the Ahtoor Ghét, referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the foregoing letter, and as the
disadvantages of such deviation are-said to be greatly counterbalanced by the advanta‘ges which

will be secured, the Government approve of the Deputy Chief Engineer’s proceeding authoriz-
ing the same.

Is)

~e

e

" Paragraphs 7 to 9 of Colonel Ouchterlony’s letter will be referred to the Financial Rajl-
way Department for early consideration.

=

| : (Signed) W. I. BIRDWOOD, Colonel, R. E.,

Secretary to Government. ’
A\l
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