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Pueric Works DEPARTMENT.
Public.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. :

Read the following letter from Colonel W. I. BIRDWOOD, R. E., Chief Engineer, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 17th September
. 1862, No. 3,199 :— '

SIr, i

’

1. In reply to the Proceedings of Government No. 2,062, dated 28th August 1862, I have
the honor to state that notwithstanding strict search has been made among the records of the
Central Office for the copy of the Contract under which the Steam Tug intended for use at
Paumben was supplied, no trace of it can be found. Thinking it nght have been sent to the
Superiutendent of Marine I wrote to that Officer on the subject, and in reply he informs me that
the document has not been made over to his Department.

2. Iwould therefore suggest that the several letters from the Deputy Chief Engineer,
Northern Circle, and District Engineer Godavery, bringing to notice the defects in the Steam Tug
in question, be at once sent on to the Home Authormes with a view to their determining whether
the vessels can be thrown on the hands of the contractors ot makers, and whether as also sug-
gested by Major Stoddard, they can be called upon to make good the expenses whxch have been
incurred by Government in getting her out and fitting her up.

————

ORrDER THEREON, 26th September 1862, No. 2,310.

1. The Secretary of State will be addressed with regard to the defef:ts Pok.ted out by
Major Stoddard in the Steam Tug intended for use at Paumben and now lying in the Cocanada
River.

2. The Government are not satisfied with the explanatlon furmshed by the Acting District
Engineer in paragraphs 4 and 5 of his letter dated 16th J aly 1862, No. 327, with regard to the
expenditure incurred in excess of the estimate. A proper and correct estimate should have been
prepared.

3. The Chief Engineer will be requested to take due notice of so important a document as
the Contract for the Tug having been mislaid in his Office.

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R. E.,
Seeretary to Government,

To the Chief Engineer,-
»~ Acting Deputy Chief Engineer, Northern Circle.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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