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.’};;:ééding: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
9th June 1862, .

e

No. 174, Read the following Endorsement of the Acting Deputy Chief Engineer, Central

Circle, dated Chepauk, 27th May 1862, No. 1,070:—

Read the fuliowing letter from Lieutenant-Colonel G, W. WALKER, District Engineer, to
the Deputy Chief Evgineer, Central Circle, dated Maigurwully, 14th May 1862.

Sig,
1. 1 have the hounor to submit the explanations called for in your Extract Proceedings
No. 12,968 of 25th April. A few marginal remarks will suffice for most of Mr. Haywood’s
criticisms, but I will separately dispose of his paper, No. 4, relating to the discharge of 500 men
from the Beitk4l Harbour Works, and add a few general observations,

2, I would premise in the first place that the insinuation as to secrecy and want of open-
ness on my part, comes with a peculiarly ill grace from Mr. Haywood. For a period of about
a fortnight preceding and during the visit of His Excellency the Governor to Beitkil in October
1861, though encamped in Mr. Haywood's immediate vicinity, and in daily communication with
Dr. Forbes the Officer deputed by the Bombay Government to accompany him, he never
took advantage of the opportunity of getting any information from me on the subjects of his
mission to India. On one occasion only had we any conversation together, and that was when
landing in the same boat after attending Iis Excellency on board the Steamer which took him
Again, between the dates of two of his letters, he was at Sedasheghur, and my own guest
on the 25th December, and I will leave it to bimself to state whether there was any reticence
shown in my conversations with him on that occasion. He might then have obtained the fullest
information on the subject of the dismissal of 500 men from Beitk€l works; my order regarding
which to Mr. Boesinger, and indeed every official paper in my possession, should have been at

away.

his disposal. ‘

3. 1 was absent from Beitkal the first three weeks of December, on a tour by the Unshy
Ghét and road to Hullial, returning by Yellapoor and Kaiga Ghit, where I met Captain Searle,
and put him in charge of the works. I had left Mr. Boesinger with 200 men, and found him
with 700 on my return, although meanwhile he had been representing to me the insufficiency
of the rate allowed, and had gone so far as to threaten to resign his appointment if an increase
was not granted.  So far from having trained any portion of this large body of Coolies to the
effective use of jumpers, crowbars, wedges and other toolsemployed in removing rock, partly from
his time being taken vp withlanding stores and machinery, partly from his own entire ignorance of
blasting operations, I found the men most uselessly employed and inefficiently superintended. [
also discovered that in spite of the ery for an increase of wages not a Cooly would leave the Deitksl
works at [{upees 4 a month, for the Kaigt works at Rupees 5. I therefore ordered a reduction
to the original number of 200, with permission to increase it as fast as Mr. Boesinger could
train and supervise them efficiently, and I gave him carte Llanche as to the wages he should pay
those labourers whom he found means of training to the skilful use of the tools abovementioned ;
steadily refusing, at the same time, any increase of the general rate for earthwork, For every
one of the 500 men thus discharged work was offered under Captain Searle on the GLjt at
Rupees 5 a month, and under Lieutenant Fraser between the Ghit and Beitkal at Rupees 4} ;
and, as I have reported in another letter, there is no doubt they would all have been so absorbed
Lut for the news of the transfer to Bombay just then received, which led to hopes afterwards
fulfilled of unlimited employment at Beitkdl, with, as I believe, the worst effects on the progress
of the Ghat itself.

4. 1ad Mr. HHaywood communicated with me frecly, he would have found me an advocate
for the transfer of Sedasheghur and its approaches to Bombay on purely commercial grounds.
e would have found me ready to admit my want of efficient superinteadence for the Kaiga and
‘Beitksl works. My impression is that he was not permitted by those in charge of him, to
communicate with one so fully informed as myself of the relative proportious of work done
under the Madras and Bombay Governments for facilitating the export of the Cotton and other
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Proceedings Qf the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
9th June 1862.

WWMWM

produce of the Southern Mahratta country. 1t might not have suit>d the views of the Bombay
Government, that he should learn of their having refused the services of one of their Assistant
Executives (Mr. Barton) for work on the Kaiga Ghat under Madras management, while professing
at the time to have ample superintendence available for carrying out the same work themselves.
There is no doubt but that Kaiga and Deitkél works would have been better supplied with
labour under the Bombay Government than under Madras, for all those sources which were
sealed to Canara as a Madras province would have been opened to it freely under Bombay,
to secure fulfilment of pledges made with special view to secure the cession. 1 append herewith
an original paper to show how the attempts of my worthy Assistant Mr. Fernandez, to obtain
labcur from Sawunth Waree were frustrated. Next season we shall see that the orders given
will be to answer all demands from North Canara first, and to suspend any operations that might
interfere with them. North Canara works generally will, I fear, be in like manuer postponed
to special benefit of Beitkdl, which aloue comes under the notice of the Europcan community
and press.

Submitted to Government with reference
to their Proceedings No. 810, under date the
21st April 1862.

(Swned) J. OUCHTERLONY, Lieut.-Colonel,
Acting Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle.

3 Letter from Lieatenant-Colonel Walker, District Engincer,
dated 14th May 1862, with three enclosures

No. 175.

Ordered that the foregoing letter be communicated to the Right 1onorable the Secretary
of State, .

OrDER THEREON, 9th June 1862, No. 1,303,

(Signed) W. . HORSLEY, Licut.-Colonel,

Secretary to Government.
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