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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Sth June 1862,
~——

Read the following papers :—

No. 95. From Lieutenant-Colonel J. CARPENDALE, Acting Deputy Chief Engineer,

\ Central Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel W, H, HORSLEY, Secretary to Government,
. ) Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 9th May 1862, No. 319,

. Sir,

. . o 1 Letter from the Asamistant Commus.
3 . ’ ) sary General Madras, No. 3,629,

, . . 1 dated 24th Apnl 1862,
| . . Co.

ey Do, 4o, No, 48, dated 3rd May
AU ) , 1862,

1. I have the honor to acknowledge Order of Government,
No. 958, of 5th instant, communicating an Order in the Military
Department directing that such portion of the Teak timber which
- belongs to the Commissariat Department as can be turned to
) ‘L - o account in the Department Public Works shall be taken at market price; and also calling on
o ) o . me to expedite the report referred by Government in their Order No. 739 of 11th April.

o - . o 2. It was not until the 25th ultimo that I learned from the Commissariat Department that
e . T _the quantity of timber for sale was 200 tons at 100 Rupees a ton of 50 cubic feet, or 2 Rupees
- . ’ a foot; when I immediately communicated with the District Engineers of the Presidency,
T T . L " North Arcot and Madras, as well as the Executive Engineer of Bangalore ; instructing them to
oo . o . ¢ommunicate direct with the Commissariat Department regarding such quar

: . L T and to inform me of their proceedings at the same time.

ity as they required,

. A } ; 3. Iwasat that time under the impression that the timber was surplus stock, and was
e e ’ ‘ ; unaware that it had been rejected by the Gun Carriage Manufactory, and that its quality was
- B such that it had been described by the Controller of Military
N = t ‘) ‘ t * 1th Aprl A paragraphs2and 3. Finance in his report* to Government, on the authority of the
C o R N Commissary General and the Superintendent of the Gun Carriage
. .. ; . C o Manufactory,asbeing of * an inferior description” “ and if sold could realize almost nothing,” or

, e ] I should certainly have inspected the timber before passing on to the District Engineers the
. i N ) offer of it at 2 Rupees a cubic foot.

) , 4.  Oune Officer ouly has yet replied. The District Engineer of the Presidency, who reports
] . . ST that he does not Tequire any at present, having recently supplied himself with a quantity. I do
- o ) G Dot think,and 1 informed the Executive Officer of the Commissariat Department so at the time,
- . N T that any of the Public Works Officers would consider it advantageous to purchase at the rate

- LT - ’ ' * offered, as the market price for good timber has been 80 Rupees a ton, witha tendency to fall ;

- . . R . much Jegs, can they be expected to take it, when they find it is so much below the average
) ) i : quality. My own opinion of the timber from inspection on the Beach is, that the greater portion

o o T T of it is so very inferior, owing to flaws, shakes, holes in the centre, and irregularity of section,

. . , that the lossin working 1t up would be enormous, and that the large per centage (30) recently
- J o . sanctioned by Government on that account would not suffice.

) T ., l, 5. I therefore respectfully protest against the Department Public Works being obliged to
. L o take over the timber unless at a rate which the Officers of that Department consider fair, and it

oL S aPpears to me that such rate would be best fixed by a Committee composed of an Executive

C o, o | Qfficer of the Commissariat Department. The District Eagineer or his Ist Assistant, and a third
N U o ‘ ) gentleman unconnected with either, say Mr. Gibson of the Pier. They need only value three

, . LT . good and three bad logs, and at such rate as they £x, there would be no objection, in my opinion,

: T - ' . to the whole quantity being transferred to the Department Public Works to be paid for as used,

’ i ’ . the only inconvenience being, that there is scarcely room in the District Engineer’s Yard to
Teceive it. If this arrangement should meet the approval of Government, I would further
Suggest that the timber should not be allowed to remain in log, but be sawn up into such thick-
Nesses as is most commonly required for rafters, joists, door and window frames, &c, for the

Purpose of seasoning, which it never can do in the log, and for facility of transport to neigh-
bouring Districts when wanted.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
5th June 1862,

-—

e

No. 96.  Endorsement of the Acting Depaty Chief Engineer, Central Circle, dated Chepauk,

15th May 1862, No. 59t.
From Caprain A. HUTCHISON, Assistant Commissary General, Madras, to the Acting Deputy
Chief Lngineer, Central Circle, Chepauk, dated Madras, 12th May 1862, No. 140.
SIr,

1. TInreply to your letter® regarding the Teahwood which
has formed the subject of our recent correspondence, I have tbe
honor 10 inform you, that the Commissary General has no objec-

® No 330, dated 9th May 1862.

tion to your proposition that the timber be taken over ata valuation, bLut it must be clearly
understood, that he reserves to himself the right of accepting or rejecting the 1ate which may
be fixed by the thiee parties you name.

—

1. Commumcated for the information of Government who will observe that the Commis-

sary General accedes to Colonel Carpendale’s proposal,® with a
1 Letter from the Assistant Commus- reservation
sary General, No. 140, dated 12th eservation,

blay 1862. T . . . -
§ Ve letter to Government No 319, 2. The course indicated, viz., valuation by .arbllrauo.n
dated 9th May 1862, would seem to be the only one to be adopted; and in effect it
can matter nothing to Government how the loss is carried to

account (if loss there be) provided the public property is used to the utmost advantage for

legitimate State purposes.

(Signed) J. OUCHTERLONY, Lieut -Colonel,
Acting Duputy Chief Engineer, Central Carcle.

Neo. 97.

1. The Government approve of the proposition to form a Committee, composed of an
Officer of the Commissariat Department, an Executive Officer of the Public Works Department
and a third party unconnected with either, with a view to examine the Teak timber offered for sale
and to fix a fair valuation thereon with 1eference to the present inarket rate.

OuxDER THEREON, oth June 1862, No. 1,264,

2. The Commissary General and the Chief Engineer will accordingly be requested to
arrange for an Officer from their respective Departments being appointed tothis duty, and mutually
to nominate one unconnected with either branch of the Service, and report to Government the
result of the Commuttee’s proceedings, when orders will be passed as to whether 1t would be
desirable to purchase the timber for use in the Public Works Department at the rate fixed by
the Committee.

(Signed) W. H.HORSLEY, Lieut.-Colonel,

Secretary to Government.
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