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- Pysric Works DEPARTMEXT.
. DPullic.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. -
Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. OUCHHTERLONY, Acting Deputy Chief

Engaeer, in charge of Southern Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel W. H, HORSLEY,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 21st May 1862,
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Lol “ooa el A ) . Sir, ’ .
« * - ~ N tl r * . 3 - -
s N \ . 1 Tetter from the Acting District Eogineer, No 51, dated 1. In 1855% Government sanctioned
a N - o <t £ * 7 2 ~ - < . .
-- ? th May 1862, A . . amongst other estimates for the Madura Dis-

* Eitract Manutes Consultation, Vo 305, under date 5zh trict, in Budget 1856-57, one, amounting to .
B “ July 1843,

) ' o - . Rui:ees 15,425 for a six-arch bridge over the
o Lo Shunmooganuddee on Trunk Road No. IT near Pulney ; and the work was actually commenced
. - B by the laying of the foundations of one abutment and of one pier, and by the raising of one

: V ‘ . 3 approach ; a sum of Rupees 1,027- 0-8 having been expended. - -

b2l - . v

2. The work was then stopped under the restrictive order.

3. The District Engineer now recommends that it be pursued, pointingout that owing to

the completion of the Ambravutty bridge, whichis now almost achieved, he will have centrings

. scaflolding and other useful plant available, together with a body of new experienced bricklayers
and workmen accustomed to bridge building, who could all be transferred at once most advanta-
geously and economically to the new work : a work, which is most urgently needed un_ account -

of the impediment which its absence causes to a fast increasing traflic towards the Railway. _ -
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e T ey 4. Tn Mr, Harringtcn’s recommendations I cordially concur ; for independent of the dis-

. [ -

’ ! advamave of leaving a road upon which much money has been expended obstructed by a rapid -
s ’ ‘ ) - and ofien impassable river, it should be borne in mind that the costof labor in the southern

’ D . ‘ - (as in all) Districts is so steadily increasing that the difference, or excess in estimates for deferred
: works like this bridge, will be found to represent a loss to the State four-fold the interest at which

the amount of original estimated cost could have been borrowed. - . -

*

5. Indeedso alarmingly is this principle being developed all over the Presidency, and so
: . very little probability is there of the tendency to increase being arrested while such a demand is
" being created for labor by the many new associated enterprizes which are coming into operation,
that it becomes a matter worthy of the serious consideration of Gdvernment, leading, as it I
think will, to the conclusion that expenditure on sanctioned and commenced works, and indeed .
o 11802.63 & 188301, on all other approved undertakings, should Pe. pushed in th.e
current and succeeding yearst to the utmost limit of the supervi- s

sing power of the Exccutive Department by means of borrowed capital. -
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6. Many Engineers will doubtless protest against increased outlay, on the ground of the
insufficiency of Subordinate experienced Executives ; but I feel sure thatif Government would.
consent to untrammel the District Officers to a certain extent even if only during the next two

- years by abolishing the greater number of the, in my humble opinion, useless and vexatious
* Returns,” which they are compelled at present, month after month, to submit, nine-tenths of our
able Executive Officers would withdraw their protest. .
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7. I would take this opportunmty to suggest to Government the advisability of obtaining
a statement showmg the ratio and amount of increase which has taken place in building rates in
all the more important Distiicts of this Presidency during the last ten years. It would enable
Government to perceive at one view where expenditure should, upon the principle I have adverted
to, be accelerated to the utmost ; and where delay in carrying out works to completion would
be comparatively speaking of less moment. Such a statement could be compiled I think in the .
. Central Office without troubling the District Engineers for Returns of data past and present.
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8. 1 expect that the estimate tor the Shunmoozariuddee “bridgé iiil not, At emstmn rates, - K
amount to less than Rupees 20,000, but I hope Government will be pleased to sanction the work ,
being resumed at once in anticipation of the detaxled estimate which the District Engineer wxll \
be instructed to compile without delay, :

B

-
A

g
-

b Orper THEREON, 4th June 1862, No. 1,252, . : ;

The Government grant permission for the bridge acrcss the Shunmooganuddee « qn»Trunk }
Road No. 2 near Pulney, in the Madura District, being proceeded with as soon as tl;e nucessary '
superintendence and labor is available, The District Engineer will be instructed to submxt ! \
without delay a revised estimate for the work in the form of the usual comparative statement. X
-He will be careful alsoto revise the plan sanctioned in 1853 if the furth

Tiver gained since then, should show such to be necessary.  Funds for the work will be provided |
from the Reserve Fund of the current

year when it is known what amount will be _required ¢ foN
‘for expenditure in the year.

In the meantime funds can be obtained from the general allotmept * } ' \ . ‘ @ /Z :
, of the District for the current year, ' - ! A ~

(True Extract.)
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