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Proc_eedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd June 1862, ;
No, 5¢. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. OUCHTERLONY, Acting

- Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel W. I. HORSLEY,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 20th May 1862,
No. 772 :—

SIg,

1. The enclosed letter from Captain Moberly refers toa

1 Letter from the Distnet Engineer, £ daily i . . . h ical

+ Madres, No- 106, dated 12th May Matter of dally increasing importance, viz., the most economica
1862, with 1 estimate Rupees 5,750. meang of extirpating the prickly pear plant.

2. The estimate which that Officer has framed for removing the hedges at Palaveram
amouxting to Rupees 5,750 is out of the question, and I only enclose it for inspection.

3. ButI earnestly recommend the adoption of Captain Moberly’s proposal to experiment
with a roller press, and I hope Government will sanction an allotment out of the Reserve Fund
at once of Rupees 100 to enable him to make the tiial immediately at Palaveram.

4. Should it succeed, and the leaf be found reducible, with economy, to a state in which it
will dry even during the eight hours of bright sun action, so as to burn readily, it will be very
expedient to provide every Military station with a portable press, to be moved on a platform
truck from hedge to hedge ; and I am inclined to think that the most effectual and simple
machine for the purpose will be a light one-ton Bramah’s Hydrostatic Press. This, however, we
shall be better able to judge of after experiments have been made to determine, by a weighted
lever press, the amount of pressure required to expel the juice to a sufficient extent.

5. Stout coarse hedgers® and ditchers’ gloves should be provided for the Coolies who have
to bundle the bushes, as much tima and labor are saved by protecting their hands.

No. 55. OrDER THEREON, 3rd June 1862, No. 1,243.

L. In their Proceedings No. 997, dated 9ih May 1862, the Government sanctioned an
expenditure of Rupees 50 for making a portable band-press and saws for getting rid of the puckly
pear fiom the Cantonment at Arcot.

2. The foregoing letter is an application from the Acting Deputy Chief Engineer Central
Circle, for a sum of Rupees 100 being placed at the disposal of the District Engineer Madras for
the same object. The Government accordingly sanction the sum of Rupees 100 from the General
Fuands of the Madras District for the current year, and they request that the results of the proposed
experiments at Arcot and Palaveram may be repoited in due course.

(Signed) W, 1L IIORSI.LY, Lieut.-Colonel,
Secretary to Government.
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