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Proceedings of the Madras Govern;zent, Public Works Department,

No. 43.

3rd June 1862.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. CARPENDALE, Acting

Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. HORSLEY,
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chepauk, 11th Apnl

1862, No. 12,583:—

Six,

/

1. Referring to Order of Government No, 335, Ist March last, communicating sanction to

1 Letter from Dutrict Engineer Cudda.
pah No. 1,031, dated 25th March
1862,

1 Do. No. 942, dated Sth March 1862

1 Do. No, 935, dated 4th March 1862,

i Do. No 881, dated 8th Febroary
1862, with three enclosures.

1 Dg. No 777, dated 15th January
1863.

a supplemental estimate for the completion of the new Zillah
School house at Cuddapah, I have the honor to recall to your
recollection that, when® submitting that estimate, I reported
that I had called on the District Lngineer for explanation re-
garding the delay that had occurred in constructing the bu.'ding,
and I also requested that he would furnish the prescribed

® Letter No. 9,990, 29th Janaary 1862 comparative statement which had not accompanied the supple-
mental estimate.

2. In reply to the reference, the District Engineer for-
warded a comparative siatement, accompanied by an Abstract
of expenditure, from which it appeared that the revised estimate was Rupees 8,388-10-4 the
actual expenditure having been Rupees 4,600, as follows :—

No. 881, 8th February 1862,

BS. A P,

Expended on the buildine. we 3072 10 4
Value of materials on hand... e T 6 0
Value of wood burned on 20th July 1861 .. - 212 130
Balance in hand. 1 2 2
Value of material used on other works. . 574 0 ¢
4600 0 o

3. And this statement was accompanied by an Extract of a letter from Overseer Howell,
who had charge of the work, stating, that of the material used on other works he had appropri-
ated a certain quantity of palmyras for the District Engineer’s Office which was under construce
tiou at the same time, but that he had replaced them by a purchase made at his own expense,
and had also paid large amounts for the completion of the latter building out of his own pocket
in consequence of the estimate being exceeded from the great rise of price in material and which
he was ashamed to represent.

4. 1did not consider this explanation satisfactory, and called for farther particulars ; in
reply to which I learnt trom the District Engineer’s letter, } that
it was very clear that Mr. Howell had only partially replaced the
palmyras which he had used on the District Engineer’s Office, and that he had also taken from
the stock of bricks for the School house, a quantity for an Overseer’s shed at Cuddapah, and
smaller quantities for the Poor house attached to the Civil Dispensary, and for the Office of the

t No. 935, dated 4th March 1862

" Superintendent of Police. The case then stood as follows : Deficiency of material belonging to

/

the School t.ouse :—

RS. A. P,

Palmyras used in District Engineer’s Office.ccccururecscrenee.. 280 8 0
Bricks used on Overseer's shed at Cuddapah....... ccoeuveeeeee. 264 5 2
Bricks used on Poor house...veeeeounennn oo, cesmesann sieueenne 20 12 11
Do. Office of Superintendent of Police......vuvunnnniiennnnnnn.. 8 6 5
: 57+ 0 6

5. Having pointed out to the District Engineer how reprehensible Overseer Iowell’s con-
duct was, in expending on other works, the material provided and ordered by the District Engineer
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd June 1862,

to be kept perfectly distinct for the new School house, I desired that the error might be remedied
as far as possible, by debiting the cost of the bricks to the works on which they had been used,
relieving the School house of the undue charge. I also noticed
that in the order as per margin,® Government had sanctioned a
supplemental estimate for completing the District Engineer's Office and Workshop, and in which
they had believed was included the 212 Rupees on account of timber destroyed by fire, for
which credit was now asked; and that in regard to the deficiency of palmyras, valued at
Rupees 280-8-0, it appeared that Overseer Howell should be held personally responsible for the
amount, unless it could be clearly shown, that the Government had, in the building for the
District Engineer's Office and Workshop, received the full value of the missing palmyras, in
addition to the total sum which had at various times been sanctioned for it, amounting to
Rupees 5,350.

# No. 2,419, dated Sist December 1861,

6. In answer ¢o the communication, the District Engineer
has + replied, that the sum of Rupees 8-6-3 for bricks used in
the Office of the Superintendent of Police, can alone be adjusted,
as the accounts of the other works have long since been closed.

+ No 1,03), 28th March 1862,

7. He also states thathe firmly believes that the full amount
p 919 of Rupees 4,410} entered in Bills for the District Engineer’s

Total.. 5,350 Office has been expended on that work, as well as the missing
- palmyras valued at Rupees 280.5-0, and that in addition

Mr, Howell paid money from his private fuads in order that that building might be completed
without exceeding the sanctioned amount by more than 5 per cent.; and he supports this opinion
by various comparisons between the former and the rates prevailing at the time that building

1 Office 4440
Work Shop 810

was erected.

8. He also remarks that he has lost no opportunity of impressing on Mr. Howeli the
impropriety of transferring materials from one work to another in the manner he did, but trusts
that under the explanation he has given, Government will not hold the Overseer responsible for

the materials found deficient at the new School bouse.

9. Thus muchin regard to the irregularities in the accounts. As respects the delay in
completing the building, the District Engineer remarks that the first brick of the foundation
was not laid until the 24th December 1860, and the work was carried on until the end of June
following by Mr. Howell, who had charge at the same time of the Cuddapah Téluq as well as the
Cuddapah Range, which necessitated his frequent absence from the School building, and which
at such times was under the superintendence of a Bricklayer Maistry, Mr. Howell wasabsent on
sick leave during the months of July and Aungust 1861, and resumed charge of the work
immediately on his return, and the District Engineer forwarded the supplemental estimate to
this Office on the 23rd of October following (1861), the interval between which and the submis-
sion of the same to Government in the end of January 1862 was spent in the necessary
examination of the document in this Office, and in references to the Director of Public Instruc-
tion and to the District Engineer.

10. It appears to me therefore that the District Engineer has satisfactorily sbown that
there was no unnecessary delay on his part, and I would observe in reference to paragraph 1 of
the Order of Government No. 335 of 1st March 1862, that there appears to have been a
misapprehension on the part of Government as to the date on which the amount of first sanction was
expended. By the Government Order it would appear that the estimate had been expended on
30th September 1860, but my report was  30th September last,” viz., 1861.

11. Inrespect to Mr. Howell, while I am constrained to remark that this enquiry has brought
to light a very lax system of accounts of the works under his charge, I would beg from a considera-
tion of the very heavy charge he had, owing to Sub-Engineer Arnold’s atsence on sick certi-
ficate, of a Range and a Talug, besides the sole executive charge of the School house, to support
the District Engineer’s recommendation that Mr, Howell may not be held responsible for the
deficient materiala.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
3rd June 1862.

12. The amount of additional sanction for the completion would now stand as follows :—
BES. A. P.

Amount of revised estimate... . ... 8,388 10 4
Value of wood burnt in shed on the 29th July 1861. ... 2i213 0
Do. of Palmyrasused on the District Engineer’s Office ... 280 8 O

Do. of bricks used on other buildings not now recoverable 285 2 1
9,167 1 5
Deduct
Value of work executed to 30th September 1861... ... 3,072 10 4
Do. of matenal in hand... we 39 G O
1 2 2

Cash in hand, 1st October 1861 ..
Recoverable from the Office of Superintendent of Police... = 8 6 &

3,821 811

Balance of unexpended former sanction Rupees 4,570 .. LI116 10 1
—— 4938 3 0

4228 14 5

Balance requiring sanction ..

No. 44. ORrDER THEREON, 3rd June 1862, No. 1,237.

1. The circumstances which led to the inzreased cost of the new Zillah Schoo!l house at
Cuddapah, were fully noticed by the Deputy Chief Engineer, Central Circle, in his letter of the
29th January 1862, No. 9,990 ;*and in paragraph 6, he promised

¢ V:c{;thl;‘r:geem;h;gzsgg, Sorelar™ further explanation required by the Director Public Instruc-
tion, in respect to the delay in the erection of the building and

in the preparation of a supplemental estimate. This expianation is now submitted by Colonel
Carpendale in the foregoing letter, with reference both to his former communication, and the
censure recorded by Government in their Proceedings in this Department dated Ist March
1862, No. 233, at the unnecessary delay that has taken place in connection with the School house.

2. In their Proceedings in the Public Department, 14th February 1860, No. 209, the
Government sanctioned the erection of the Zillah School house at Cuddapah at an estimated cost
of 4,810 Rupees, to meet which there wasa sum of 1,438 Rupees in private subscriptions, in
addition to the public grant from the Educational funds, which the Government on that occasion
raised from 3,000 to 3,500 Rupees ; total 4,933 Rupees. The Deputy Chief Engineer baving
in his letter of the 29th January 1862 above quoted, represented that nearly all the money had

been spent, but that yet the work was only half done, the Govern-
1 P"l’ge‘:lﬁ%“’mag“l;gfm’ Depattment, ment were induced, in the Public Department,{ to sanction

the supplemental estimate of 4,576 Rupees for the early com-
pletion of the building ; so that sanction has been obtained to a total grant of 9,514 Rupees.

3. In paragraph 9 of his present letter, Colonel Carpendale explains that the first brick of
the foundation was not laid until the 24th December 1860, from wlich date until the end of
June 1861, the work was carried on by Mr. Overseer Howell. He having been absent on sick
leave the two following months, the work appears to have been suspended during that period,
but was resumed immediately on his return. By the 30th September 1861, and not 30th Sep-
tember 1860 as supposed by Government, the amount of the original estimate was expended,
and the supplemental estimate which became necessary in consequence reached the Central Office
in October 1861, and the interval between that date and the end of May 1862, when it was laid
before Government, was spent in its examination and in references to the Director of Public
Instruction.

4. The Government admit that the foregoing explanation satisfactorily shows that there
was no unnecessary delay on the part of the District Engineer, bat they are sorry to observe that
irregularities have occurred in connection with this work, which might have been prevented by
better arrangements. Thus, timber to the value of Rupees 212-13-0 was allowed to be burned,
and materials to the value of Rupees 574-0-6 belonging to the School house were taken away

N
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—

and used in other buildings; and of this latter amount, ouly Rupees 8-6-5 can be adjusted by
being charged against the Office of Superintendent of Police, on account of bricks to that
value used iu it ; the remaining sum of
vﬁxrft()f%‘;mmuRdmmm“wt E w0 8 0 Rupees 565-10-1, 23 noted in the margin, not
D‘;:;?:ﬁ“:edmfte:b“‘lmg" sdnot s g 1 Dbeing capable of similar adjustment, as the
— accounts of the works on which the materials

were used, have long ago been closed.

RS. A P

Total 665 10 1

5. Asboth the District Engineer and the Deputy Chief Engineer excuse Mr. Howell for
the irregularity that has taken place, on the ground of the heavy duty entailed on him in conse-
quence of Sub-Engineer Arnold’s absence on sick certificate, by which the charge of a Range ]
and a T4luq devolved on hum, in addition to the executive charge of the School house, the
Government will not hold him responsible for the above mentioned sum of Rupees 563-10-1; but
as it will be unfuir to charge the amouant to the school, inasmuch as the materials it represents
were never used on that building, the proper course will be to write off the sum to ¢ Profit and
Loss.” As the original and supplemental estimates have been duly sanctioned, nothing more
is necessary at present.

6. Colonel Carpendale’s letter above recorded will be communicated to’the Public Depart.
ment, together with these Proceedings.

(Signed) W. H. HORSLEY, Lieut.-Colonel,
Secretary to Goversment.
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