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23th January 1862.

No. 127. Read the following Endorsement of the Chief Engineer, dated Chepauk, 2lst
January 1862, No. 9,631.
Read the following letter from Captain JOHN MULLINS, District Engineer Nellore, to
Lieutenant-Colonel F. H. RUNDALL, Deputy Chief Engineer Northern Circle, dated
Camp Kadarnallypad, 3rd January 1862, No, 12:—

SIR,

1. With reference to the Chief Engineer’'s Miscellaneous Circular No. 8,625, of the
21st December 1861, I have the honor to enclose a Memorandum showing the amount which
will probably be in excess of what can be expended in this District up to the 30th April nex
out of the allotments already made and upon works already sanctioned.

~

Once or twice the Subordinates in charge have been changed in consequence of insufficient
exertions on their part. Labor is scarce on most parts of the line, and unfortunately the number
of carts in this part of the District is very small, consequently hitherto but very little of the
metalling has been completed. I have discussed the subject personally with Lieutenant Smith,
and I have reluctantly been obliged to conclude that the allotment given is Rupees 9,000 in

excess of what can be expended.

2. T much regret that the Kotah and Dugarfzpatam road has not made greater progress.

3. The balance of the allotment for masonry works on Trunk Road No. 6, is the
Rupees 10,000 alluded to in paragraph 3 of the Chief Engineer’s letter, No. 532 of the 15th May
1861, to Government, and in paragraph 2 of the Order of Government, Ne. 1,182 of the 26th June
1861, less the amount which was required to complete and settle the accounts of some works in
the Northern Range which had been previously commenced ; as it has turned out, it would have
been better had the sanction not been diverted, and I can, if the necessary permission be given,
arrange for the expenditure of very nearly all this sum on the works for which it was originally

intended.

4. The laterite stone wall round the Collector’s Kacheri has not been built, owing to no

prisoners being available.

5. I have already reported in my letter No. 1,705 dated 23rd September 1861, paragraph 5,
that I should not be 2ble to arrange for the expenditure of more than Rupees 22,000 out of the
30,000 Rupees,granted for the Kistnapatam channel. Whether the 22,000 will be expended or
not depends upon circumstances which I cannot at present determine. Part of the line of the
channel is under cultivation, the surveys and details of the rest have gone to the Collector, but
I have not yetgot the land, and the expenditure cut of this sum on the Jaffer Saib channel, which

I have recommended* has not yet been sanctioned. In addition
* Letter No. 1,705. dated 23:d Septem- to authority on this last point I would request permission,
ber 1861, paragraph 4. : 3
Do. No, 2,062, 9th November. should I find the works on any channel under sanction not going
on fast enough, to transfer funds to other portions where labor
can be had, merely reporting the arrangements made. It is a pity to have money which is
available for these channels unexpended, when their improvement is so much needed, while the
difference of one month often affects the labor market on any one section very greatly, and what
could be done to-day without difficulty, a month afierwards is impracticable. In fact sanctions
often come just too late to be of any use, and it appears when sanction is strongly recommended
and money afterwards not spent, that the District Officers have made a mess of their
arrangements when frequently thiey could have done all they contemplated at the time that the

recommetdazion was made.
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