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Procgedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
184k April 1861.

" No.317.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military Depart-

ment, dated 28th March 1861, No. 1,152 :—

(Vide Military Proceedings, 28th March 1561,

«  relating to the supplies of Arrack, Becr and Nos. 503=510.)

- Communicate order passed on correspondence
~ Tea to the European Soldiery. }

No. 318. OrDER THEREON, 18th April 1861, No. 880.
Ordered to be communicated to the Board of Revenue for information.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER, _
Deputy Secretary to Government,




MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

From the Military Auditor General and Cfm-} Recorded in Proceedings?)
troller of Military Finance, dated 22nd of Government, 25th | Read again the
January 1861, No. 44. January 1861, No. 338, I papers noted in

Trom do. do. dated ) Recorded in Proceedingsof £ s tlie margin.
18th and 30th January 1861, Nos. 32 and 87.} Government, ist Febru- !

ary 1861, No. 427, )
Read also the following papers :— ' ‘

From the Military Auditor General and Controller of Military Finance Fort Saint George,
15th February 1861, No.144; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort
Saint George.

In continuation of my letter to your address, No. 44, of the 22nd ultimo, 1 have now the
honor to submit a report on the supply of « Malt Liquor" by the Commissariat, to the European
$oldiery serving in this Presidency.

2, Mault liquor does not form a part of the Soldier’s rations, but Government provides him
with a quart of Porter or Ale, daily, and a dram of spirits or two dramsg, and no Malt liquor,
at a certain fixed and very moderate rate; it is supplied by the Commissariat to Canteens as
required, and its sale is restricted by regulation to those quantities.

3. On the 1st of May of each year, Commanding Officers of Regiments are required to fur-
nish Fxecutive Commissariat Officers with Statements of the number of Hhds. of Porter and
Ale which will be required during the following year ; from these Statements the Commissary
General prepares a general requisition which is forwarded to the Secretary of State, who enters
into,contracts with the Brewers, and forwards the supply to India. The present rate is Rs. 40
per Hhd,;  inclusive of all charges for Freight, landing, &c., &e. '

4. The Commissary General in his letter to my address, No. 4488 of the st instant, informs
me, _that the supply expected from England for the official year 1861-62, is Hhds. 17,595 ; ae
in his letter ?f the 5th 1dem,~ he states that the prf)bah]e quamity remaining on hand on the Ist
M'ay 1861, will be ths.,/%,BAO, so that, the qua.ntlty available for the consumption of the year
will be Hhds. 21,965, which at the contract price of 40 Rupees per th.,‘é{s in money value
equal to Rupees 8,756,600, :

5. Thus the supply of Malt liquor for the Army forms a very large item in the Com-
missariat expenditure, under existing circumstances it becomes nec.essary”to consider vwhether
the large outlay cannot be reduced, by economical measures, and the more especially as the
article is a perishable one, and will not keep good, and wholesome for nj‘rc than a year or a
year d a half. : :

6. The Government is under no obligation to provide more than one®quart a day to those
who are ntitled to it ; it is indispensably necessary that more than this quantity should not b;;
included 1 the Statements, which Commanding Officers send in on the first of the official year;
and in making out these Statements, allowance should be made for the average number of sick,
while the number to be provided for, should be restricted to the actual, and not the established,
strength. ' : ‘

7. The Commissary General has favored me with a list of these Statements showing the
strength of the Corps or Detachment, and the requirements of each: I have had the lists tabu-
lated showing the maximum admissible according to the strength given, and the quantity in
excess thereof ; according to this Statement it will be observed that the quantity required by the
Canteens is 17,996 Hhds. ; but when the calculation is made, according to the authorised quantity
and the strength given, it amounts to 14,855 Hhds. only : and when from this is deducted the
quantity expected to be in hand on the Ist May 1861, viz., Hhds. 4,370, the actual requirement
from England should not have exceeded Hhds. 10,485 instead of Hhds. 17,996, the difference in
money value at 40 Rupees per Hhd. being three lacs of Rupees ;—in the requisitions there is no
mention made of Burmah, and no provision has apparently been made for the supply of Malt
liquor to the Troops serving there, but assuming that the Hhds. 17,996 includes such supply
the excess of requirement would still amount to about two Jacs of Rupees.

8. In considering the supply of this article, the present may be deemed a fitting time for
Government to take into consideration whether it would not be more advantageous to open
the contract for the supply, to all India, instead of confining it, as it is now, to England; all
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contracts of this nature should, I conceive, include the cost
the place where the article is required, and this can only
Indian ;—as a general rule services of the kind, fo

viduals than by Governmeunt Agency, while the latter tends to keeping up large permanent
Departmental Establishments ; again in support of this view, it may be urged that, as three of the
large Military stations, Jaulnah, Secunderabad ang Nagpore, are situated nearer the Bombay
than the Madras market, the supply should naturally, and could more economically, flow from
the former. But admitting that it is considered desirable to continue the existing practice of
the supply being sent direct from Lngland, it would be more economical to send it to Bombay
for dispatch to those stations, than to Madras * and if any difficulty was experienced in obtaining
the services of the ‘Bombay Commissariat Department to receive and dispatch it, one of the
Lxecutive Officers of the Madras Commissariat might be sent to Bombay for the purpose.

9. To exemplify the necessity of some such remedial measure, I will take the case of the
~ supply for the European Troops at N agpore,

of carriage and incidental charges, to
be done, if the contract is local or
r carriage, &c., are performed cheaper by indi-

is given at Hhds. 1,790, while the Commissary
10 on hand there on the Ist May 1861—Hhds. 800

would be Rupees 1,03,600 ; the carriage there, and
other expenses, would amount probably to as much more : and thus the computed cost of the
supply of Malt liquor for the year 1861/62 angq

according to the strength given (877 men) would
be more than their Pay. These conclusions, as regards the expense of carriage, are taken at a rough
estimate ; I have no means of obtaining data within a reasonable period, but what I have stated
will, I trust, show how necessary it is,

to devise measures of economy as regards the supply ofsthis
article, and especially at distant stations ; as :

Troops at Kampree, it will be seen from the

: ) tabulated Statement, that according to the strength
given, the number of Hhds. should be 1,271 instead of 1 ,199, and as it is computed that there
will be Hhds. 800 on hand on the

Ist May 1861, all that is required for the consumption of

wing therefore a wide margin for contingencies 520

\ ¥ there ought to be ample, and more should not be dispatched.
11, To recapitulate what T havestated, I would observe briefly, that as Beer is an article
that will not keep good more than a vear and

a half after landing, the supply should correspond
as near as possible to the year’s consumption ; the requisitions should be confined strictly to the
regulated allowance per man of a quart a da actual strength, deductions being
made for the average number of sick, and a dy n for men who take two drams of
Arrack per diem, and who are not entitled to

1861/62, is the difference, viz., Hhds, 47] s allo
Hhds. in addition to the 800 alread ’

e allowance give

any Malt liquor.
12.  If these conditions wero strictly attended to, and the supply for the stations I have
named above dispatched from Bombay instead of Madr

_ . as, I feel satisfieq that two or three lacs
of Rupees might be saved annually in the supply of this article alone, ’

13. Tt is now too late to take any step as regards the quantity to be reccived from
England this year, but [ would suggest for the consideration of Government, that the Commis-
sary General be required to confine the supply to the actyal :
submit that it might be desirable to call the attention of Commanding Officers to the provisions

in the requisiti . ’
43rd, 1st Madras Fusiliers, 2nd European Light Infacey, aba Q;;ltg::o f;::l Ii::;:ﬁty, :
addition to Her Majesty’s 91st Regiment,l which has been g : : the eedas of ieqnire-
ment in these Regiments being nearly 3,000 Hhds, at o money value of upwards of a lac of
Rupees, calculated at the prime cost of Rupees 40 a Hhq,

15. The Commissary General from {he seventh
No. 4551 of the 5th instant, is under the impression that h !
these requisitions, bat I would submit that like all other requicici s +-
money, it is necessary that they should be kept within

sbsolutely requisite under the existing state of the Finances,

their legitimste Lounds, and {his becomes.
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16. I have to apologise for the length to which this communication has extended, but the
question involved is one of importance at the present time, when every item of expenditure
requires to be carefully and fully scrutinised.

From the Deputy Assistant Commissary General, Trichinopoly, 23rd December 1860, No. 355 ;
to the Commissary General, Madras.

With reference to Captain Macdonald’s letter, I have the honor toinform you that the

quantity of Malt liquor is that indented for by the Offi-

No 3975, dated 20th December 1860. cer Commanding 2nd European Light Infantry, and the

C. Company 2nd Battalion Artillery, as forwarded to you

on the 29th May last; an explanation of the large quantity indented for compared with the usual

consumption was called for at the time, and I wasinformed that the 2nd European Light Infantry

would probably by next year be completed to its full strength by the occasion of Recruits, and

the quantity indented for was that allowed a full Regi-
ment.— Vide copy of letter annexed.

Dated 15th May 1860.

From the Officer Commanding 2nd European Light Infantry, Trickinopoly, 15th May 1860, to
the Acting Deputy Assistant Commissary General, Trichinopoly.

With reference to your letter of the 12th instant, No. 828, subject as per margin, I have the
honor to enclose a memorandum by which it will

Calling for a Report as to the cause of theestimated
probable quantity of Mall liquor required
for the use of Her Majesty’s 2nd European
'Light Infantry, for 1861-62, being consider-
ably ‘more than that required for the present
official wear. :

be seen that the estimated probable quantity of

Malt liquor required in 1861-62, for the use
- of the Regiment under my Command, as exhi-
bited in my letter No. 237, dated 10th instant,
is under the authorised quantity of one quart
per man per diem for the established strength
~of the Regiment.

2. The Estimate foy 1860-61 showed only 900 Hhds., because the Regiment had been
greatly reduced by the numerous discharges which took place in that year, and the actual expen-

diture, namely,

973 Hhds. in 1859-60, is accounted for by the men having been placed on half

allowance for a considerable period, owing to the Commissariat Department having been unable

to furnish the full supply.

Memorandum.
Serjeants, .. .o-seeeceres 567)
Bugle Major...... «os .o 1
Buglers...... cooeeeenn e 20
W. P. Buglers... «.. ... 20 »Establishment of the Regiment.
Corporals. . «veo seeeee 50
Privates...... sbagthes e 800 {

One quart per man gé’; Total quarts per diem.

4735

5682

2841

214:) 345655 (1615 Casks.
214

——

1316
1284
325
214
1115
1070

—_—

45

TricHINOPOLY, "(Signed)

14th May 1860.

B = T N e

W. P. DEVEREUX, Captain,
Presdt. Canteen Committee H, M.'s 2nd E. L. 1.










Comparative Statement showing the requisitions made by Commanding Officers of Corps and

~ Delachments on the Commissariat for Malt liguor during the year 1861-62, and the quantities

each are entitled to according to the strength exhibited, and according to existing Regulation
with the computed Stock on hand on the 1st May 1861,

g8 = e ds 8%
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Stations. | Corps or Detachment. |, | = ﬁ et B ig.‘, - 5,5-. =
mel s Bl 2|88 SBELEL =
; : =0 B =~ R ) ag oSS ME= g
Ee|Els |27 |55 B2538R) ¢
aEle 198 | & i ~
- Y pame ‘ '
Mount, ,........Madras Artillery... ...... 230 220 200, 420 334  gg 0
| Cannanore, ......| Her Majesty’s 66th...| gn4' 300 300{ 600 1165 0 500
Wellington.. ... Her Majosty’s 60th...| 9141400 0| 1400 1524 76,} 5
' Do, . ..|Convalescent Depét. ... 0100, 0/ 100 0 0 |
Poonamallee. ..,| Depdt Canteen....... 001200 o 120 0 ¢ 0
Arcot... ... ...,..| Euro. Infantry Depét...| @ gol 60 120, 0 0 0'
Jaulnab... .. ..\B Troop Horse Arty...| 67 72 0 7 P 9 0 0
vk ik 8rd M]:‘: ras‘E:t[llroilBelgt., 272 600/ 0 600l~ 395l 205 0
Trichinopoly. ...|20d Euro. Light In.| s )
: pely | fantryo.... L0l 5881489 1000 1589 852 737} 250 fe
. Artigfry...l.a...B..h.i.... 58 '34 48| 84‘ 8&: 0 ¥
‘Secunderabad....|H. M.’s st Battalion e ssd @
et 1‘;& Rc;yalBRegz; ...... sssluoo* o 1400 mszl 118] .. 8
H. M.’s 1st Baitalion ~ e
i8ih Reg. Trish, | 992 1680} 1+ 0..16%0, 13501, 3901 41450 .
| HL M.s 17th Lancers’..| 59111181, 0 1131 856 25 | | =
Royal Artillery... ... ... 490 918 0 918 710 308" §
| Madras Artillerﬁ;..... 87 110[ 0 1101' 126‘ 0) s
ore.......|H. M:'s 1st Dragoon| | | ‘ i °
i Guards......osro 378 688 0 688 548 140 H
Horse Brigade Arty...| 164 250, 0 250 238 19 % 450 =
A Company 8rd Batta-| | | | g | 2
lion Arullery... ...l 84| 90 0 90 50 49 =
Ist Madras Fusiliers...| 7871700 0, 1700 1140 560 <
Fort St. George, H. M’s 43rd Regiment.| 8701700 0| 1700 1261 439" 120
Moulmein.... .../ Artillery.......... ...l 44/ 34 50 84 64 9 0 £
Mount...... ......| Madras Artillery Regi- } | s 4
mental Dev’st... ool 0180, 180 360 0 0 0 -
Palaveram... ... Euro. Arty. Vet Comy. 113! 0‘ 96 96 164 0 0 g
Bellary... ... ... Her Majesty’s 74th...... 783 600 0 600 1135 0" B
D Troop Horse Arty...| 101 50 0 50 147 0| a
Ist Battalion Arty.) [ | )
and No, 7, Horee} 115/ 86 48 84 167 0% 350 °*
Field Battery, . ... , j
Convalescents...... ...... 0 60f o0 60 0 0
Singapore... . ... Artillery. ... ... | 63 1000 0 100 95 51 !
g H. M’s 91st Regiment.| 620/1540 0 1540 8v8 64-2,} 800
Attillery. ... .......| 257 2000 50 260, 873 0
. 17996
Deduet for which no —
strength is given...... IOw J T Y- 760 -
i 17,236} 14,855 8,893l 4,370l

ForT SaiNT GEORGE,

OrricE ofF CONTROLLER oF MiLy. Fm.urcz,}

14th February 1861,

Referred for the obs ervations of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.
' ‘  18th February 1861.

(Signed) T. McGOUN, Lieut.-Col.,
Mily. Audr. Genl. and Controller

of Mily. Finance.
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Prom the Commissary General, Madras, 18th February 1861, No. 47; to the Secrelary to
Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George. :

1 have the honor to acknowledge Proceedings of Government, referring to me for remarks
' thereon, a letter from the Military Auditor General and

No. 427, dated 1s¢ February 1861. Controller of Military Finance.
9, The datum on which this Department framed its Estimate of the quantity of Arrack
which would be required for the use of the Troops during the year 1861-62, was the strength of
the European Force in its complete establishments, and not on its actual strength which is

much less.

3. If the latter be taken as the datum for the calculation irrespective of the 'prob_abili‘.t‘y :

(hat the deficient numbers will be supplied to complete the establishment, and it be considered
safe and proper to adopt it, then a considerable reduction under the head of Arrack supplies in
the Budget may be effected. _

4. If the strength of the Army is taken at 15,000 men, then at one dram per man per day
Gallons 1,36,875 will be required, to which must_be added the number of men for whom Malt

liquor is not required, or 5,507 at an additional dram per day Gallons 50,251-15, or a total of

Gallons 1,87,126-15 for the use of the Troops.

5. The Arrack required for the Revenue Department, is shown separately under that head
in the Budget.

6. The quantity of Arrack shown as required to be issued from reserved Stock is not priced
at the purchase rate, but at the rate ascertained by the Auditor half yearly after all expenses of
carriage, &e., are added thereto, thus causing the excess in amount value over the Cash require-
ments for the purchase of Arrack, and moreover, the Arrack required for the Collector of Madras
is included in the quantity issued from the reserved Stock. A

7. Tt is desirable that at least two years Stock of Spirits should be kept in Vats, if

practicable, to allow of its mellowing, whereby it proves less prejudicial to the health of the
Soldier,

8. If considered proper, the Collector of Madrss might make his own arrangement for the
supply of Arrack required for the Civil Department, it is now debited to the Revenue Department.

9. 'The Indents from Canteens should specify the number of men for whom the Arrack is
required, but it would be difficult perhaps to do so with any accuracy, a month previous to the
consumption of the monthly supply ; measures however, might be adopted Regimentally, to prevent
an undue quantity of Arrack being indented for.

10. Colonel McGoun's proposal to supply the advanced stations of Jaulnah, Secunderabad
and Kamptee, by contract, the conditions of which should be the direct delivery of the Spirits to
the Commissariat at those stations might be tried ; but I have no expectation that it will be an
economy, nor do I believe any person will be found to undertake such a risk, except at a price
beyond what would be prudent to give, besides which the wastage of Arrack in Casks, is very
great, compared with what it is in Vats, being nearly seven or eight times as much.

11. Trincomallee wood for Casks is an economy, Casks made of that wood reduce the
wastage considerably below what it would be in Casks made of Teak or other wood. The
Siughalese merchants use Trincomallee wood for their Casks.

12. By the letter from the Military Finance Commission to my address, copy of which is
recorded in the Proceedings of Government now ander remark, 1learn that the Commissariat
in the Bengal Presidency is embarrassed by its obligations to take from contractors with whom
it had made engagements, a quantity of Rum far beyond its present requirements, and the

Finance Commission wish to know if the Madras and Bombay Presidericies can relieve that of

Behgal from a portion of it.’

13, 1t will be necessary ere long to invite tenders fof a contract to replenish Stock at
Madras, unless Government may decide in adopting the suggestion of the Finance Commission.

_ i : ‘ 14. 1be'g however, before saying more, to refer to the
* No. 1563, dated 5th July 1852. Minutes* of Consultation ordering Rum to be issued to the
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Troops, and subsequent Minutes® directing Arrack to be

* No. 2151, dated 8th August 1854, reverted to as formerly. Arrack has since that period risen

, at least 50 per cent in price, and is buta trifle cheaper
than the Rum proposed to be sapplied from Bengal.

15. On the other hand, if Rum is to be the Spirit for issue to the Soldier, it may be obtained
very much cheaper than that offered from Bengal by having recourse to our own Provinces,
16. A Madras Firm has offered to supply Cane Sugar Rum, at 12 Annas per Gallon, proof
Spirit. .
~17. The supply of Rum as proposed. from Bengal. may in a financial point of view, be
advantageous, as if the over-stock in Bengal cannot be disposed of otherwise than by sales, a
considerable less will probably be sustained by the State. y '

18. Again, as the European Troops of this Presidency are not accustomed to Rum, it will
be advisable to ascertain the opinion of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief on the propriety
of the change. :

19. I await respectfully the orders of Government before replying to the Finance
Commission’s letter.

Referred for the observations of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with advertence to
paragraph 18,
21st February 1861.

—— — e et

From the Commissary General, Madras, 23rd February 1861, No. 54; to the Secratm;y to
Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George.

I bave the honor to acknowledge Proccedings of
No. 338, dated 25th January 1861. Government, referriig for my observations a letter from

the Military Auditor Generel and Controller of Military

; Finance.

2. With regard to the defective manner in which the pro[posed expenditure of Stock has
been prepared, I have to observe first, with regard to the excessive quantities required, that the
calculations have been made on the complete establishments of the European Force, and not on

the actual strength, which is considerably under the establishment, and which it was supposed
would be completed in due course of time.

3. In regard to paragraph 7 of Colonel McGoun’s letter, there js evidently a mistake in
supposing that any part of the Stock amounting to Rupees 1,07,583-10 belongs to the Eastern
Settlements. A separate account of which, is under preparation and the quantity of Wine
required to be issued from Stock in the Eastern Settlements, will b

small.

4. The Soda Water alluded to in paragraph 8, as required to be issued from Stock at
Kamptee, appear excessive and thinking it might be a mistake, I referred to the Commissariat
Officer of that station, who confirms what he has estimated ; the rate, however, is only Rupees
1-4 per dozen by the Executive Officer’s data and not Rupees 4-8, as erroneously stated in the
data sent from this Office. '

5. The Estimate for issue of Tea was based on the complete establishment of Corps and
allowance made for issues to Officers and their families, and families of Soldiers, and the Esti-
mate of course must be affected considerably, by the reduction in the number of men for which
the Estimate has been made. There should always be a six months Stock of this article in store.

6. The issue of Malt liquor from Stock is estimated on the quantity indented for by
Commanding Officers for the year.

7. Seventeen thousand nine hundred and ninety-six Hogsheads of Malt liquor were
indented for, equal to one quart per day for 9,493 men leaving out of 15,000 men, 5,507, for
whom two drams of Arrack, without any Malt Liquor, have been caleulated,

: 8. The discrepancies pointed out in paragraph 10
Dated 5th February 1861, No.4551. of Colonel MeGoun’s letter, have been explained to that
Officer by me in my letter to him.

e found comparatively very
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15, Adverting to the+discontinuance of the sale of Tea from the
future and to the Stock on hand, the Commissary General will now inti
what quantity will require to be obtained by purchase in 1861-62.

16. The Governor in Council highly approves of the C
brought the subject of the Commissariat supplies above refer

and requests that he will continue to direct Lis attention t
heads.

17.  The Commissary General will forward to the Controller annu
official year, Returns of Arrack, Beer,

and of Stock remaining on hand, with

Commissariat stores in
mate whether any and

ontroller of Military Tinance having
red to, to the notice of Government,
o the future expenditure under these

ally, at the close of every
Tea and Hospital supplies expended during that year,

comparative Statements of expenditure for the preceding
three years ; and the Controller will transmit the same to Government with such remarks as he
may deem necessary.

(True Extract.)

Secretary to Government,

To the Military Auditor General and Controller of Mily. Finance.
» Commissary General,
» Adjutant General,
» Auditor of Commissariat Accounts.
,» Military Accountant.
» Principal Inspector General Medl. Dept.

. - .
» Revenue Department, with enclosure, Yece of
» Military Finance Dept., for information,

Exd. G. Rodrigues.
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