


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th April 1861,
g |
No, 299.  Read the following letter from Captain H. R. MORGAN, Officiating Conservator
" of Forests, to J. D. BQURDIL'LON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 30th March 1861, No, 422 :—

SIR, ,

1. Inreply to the Order of Government, dated 19th November 1860, No. 2,179, calling
for a report on the destruction committed in thé Déva forest by the charcoal contractor, as
stated by Mr. TLascelles in_his letter, dated 8th September 1860, paragraphs 11 and 12, I have
the honor to report that I have inspected the Déva forest in company with Major Babington,
my Assistant.

9, 1T could not see the abominable destruction,” which.it appears M. Lascelles saw ; it
is true that in making a road some four miles long through the forest some years ago, it was
necessary to fell many trees, these in falling carried others with them where the ground was
steep, hence the appearance of destruction; but had not Mr. Lascelles been blinded by the
wish to share the wood gains with Government {paragraph 7) he could easily have distinguished
between the damage committed in making the road and that by the charcoal burner. St

3. Major Babington has impressed upon the contractor the absolute necessity of burning
his charcoal in an cconomical manner, and compels him to sell it at a fair market rate, 5 Annas
a parah. : : s
4. T observed two or three trees cut in the ravines ;. this practice I have most strictly
forbidden as tending to interfere with the springs.

5. There were many trees on the sides of the road which the contractor might have cut
for bark charcoal, and there is no reason why he should have left these to cut others at a
distance, in a jurgle covered with dense undervyood. '

. 6. As sites for Cinchona are now becoming of importance on these Hills, I would bring
the following proposition to the notice of Government. -

7. I propose that a road of a gradient not steeper than 1 in 18 be made to' this forest. .

8. That the trees in this forest be cleared out for the supply of the Ootacamund market ;
thus two objects will be gained, an excellent supply of wood for the next four or five years, and
the ground cleared for Cinchona.

9. The forest consists of more than 2,000 acres of the finest soil on these Hills. TFhe

superstratum from one and a half to two feet of vegetable mould, the substratum of yellow
decayed felspar with traces of fine quartz, mica and hornblend, the rock is gneis.

10. Thereis a good stream of water and five or six sn_la.ll branches, the ravines are admirably

suited for the Cinchona. I saw thousands of the Orchid Calanthe Periottei, various ferns and

the ground rattan, all inhabitants of moist places, the intervals between the ravines appeared
slightly dry-—but I saw the forest at the end of the driest season of the year.

11. There is a good level bridle-path through the centre of the forest, some four miles in
length, the mean height of this by the Aneroid is 6,600 feet, the lowest part of the forest is about
6,000 feet, the highest 7,400 feet, thus affording a range of about 1,400 feet. The thermometer
at 2 p.m. was 73° Fabr. in the shade; on the road, outside of the forest, it stood at 68° Fahr,
The shape of the forest is a horse-shoe, the largest area faces the north and east, but a small
portion faces the south. Thus owing to the great range of elevation and peculiar shape we have
many climates.

12. With two thousand acres to plant out, a glass-house for seeds and cuttings, a trained
gardener and an establishment would be necessary. The forest being situated in-the midst of
Burgher villages, labor would be abundant.

13, At present the forest is infested with Sambur and perhaps a few Tigers, whom it would
be necessary to destroy. By cutting out trees and clearing away the dense underwood, which
prevails everywhere, wild beasts would soon abandon the forest.
















pe

////” 7 /’“””/’”//’ £ Ao, (f/((z,// I e e S

fo o & & r<,// - o
y Al/((;(f('( ‘///”/(( ¢ e A(/’ ‘%114 : " // ¥ e = e

-~

-

: ~[’A;rc1”’/ A‘.(“V/(; /(/JI v ¢ //{4

,I - < o |
‘//;1’("1ll(trt’lz/(’/(/"»'"//‘//““/%

: 7
L / i’//l & /(,( et / /4‘}() //((./A

~

. /2?;’.«14/ A Ec A /a!(,«/(c/

Ltk r ¢(¢/’f\ / //// !.)//1/ LS Al(”{'
/4 / : » 2.7
[((¢/(" PR o B 3 &'('/e/l. (::/ A..;;,,) /((1(,/
& 3

>
A2 e /‘Aé' 2 ¢

/ é///z;(/&/j /f{j 22
g&/&iyw/; ¢z¢/¢{~ = (/ ﬁ/‘;,
/;,_r,,‘. f(/,%t,/ ,_/)/’,\
/&"""’"* C/% /# /
af /

/-g‘___ P ey / /re - /9

2 7

<

S~




i
5
* \
¥
“ \ .
J
\
v > s \
# ) \ » »
¥ <
.
‘ |
b .
\
s ¥
4 :
! . B
7 1
v : { §
: . Wik
¥ ] 3
1 5\
¢
§
' | s
3
§
. I
‘
~ \
4 \
H
. N
¥ .
" 3 P >
x ' * = 4
\ ‘ -
i
¥ \
1 '
o N
- 5 ,
E
* ‘
# A=
- x '
.
o
£ -
'
N
- -
oy g
; - G b
‘ { )
;. RN
'
3 §
\
3
i
; \
\
< :
f {
4 | + | i
'
A
.
A .
»

.\ /8 lubp.:l mmwg 5 Lﬂn ._.v., m,ﬁmm.._wa..,w ,h pr ! 5 ‘, A . Y _msu.
s adl e Ly ¥ L TeE ; : - : Y :




	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016

